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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

THE PRINTER’S MISCELLANY is issued monthly
at $1.00 per annum, i# advasnce, or ten cents
per number.  Price to apprentices—50 cents
per annum, fn advance.

The name and address of subscribers should be
written plainly, that mistakes may not occur.

All letters should be addressed to

HUGH FINLAY,
St. John, N. B., Canada.

The Printer's Miscellany.

ST. JOHN, N. B., CANADA, OCT., 1879.

The School-Books of New Brunswick.

A correspondent, whose letter we give below,
introduces a subject which is of great importance
not only to the printers, publishers, and book-
binders, but to the general public of the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick ; and one which seems
to have been almost wholly lost sight of by
those most particularly interested. We refer to
the importation of the books in use in the Pub-
lic Schools of this Province.

So far as we can understand the matter, it
stands thus: Previous to the time the Free
School Law came into force nearly all of the
school books used in this Province were printed
and bound in St. John, which gave employment
to a large number of printers, bookbinders, etc.,
all the year round. In this connection, it should
be borne in mind, in regard to the amount of
employment furnished by this industry, that
there was not the same uniformity in this class
of books as at present, owing to the diversity of
opinion and interests of the teachers of private
schools—the kind predominating in those days.
Owing to this difference of opinion many Ameri-
can and English books (dependent, in a great
measure, upon the nationality of the teacher) were
used in the schools. Hence, there was less em-
ployment furnished in their manufacture than
would be the case now.

With the Free Schools came the necessity for
a uniform series of school books. This was a
contingency our publishers had evidently not tak-
en into consideration soon enough ; nor did the
Government of the day make any efforts to have
the deficiency supplied here; but, instead, by
some curious coincidence, almost immediately
an Edinburgh firm (T. Nelson & Sons) was pre-
pared to furnish the necessary books through

a Halifax bookseller, “4y and with th f"'f;";
and approval of the New Brunswick Bo¥ of
Education.” Mark that., This same BO? ol
Education now withholds their ¢ consent :iis‘
approval ” from our publishers, and are not o
posed to accept anything produced bY d:;d.
This may sound curious, but it is a fact?
what is more curious still, a fact that Ca"’fot of
got at or explained without running the ™ .
having a libel suit threatened. e

Representations have repeatedly beet m .
to members of the Local Government €0™ ;
ing this matter, and relief has been O™ o
still things are going along as usual a7 Go
seems to be no remedy forthcoming. heﬁou)
vernment (which is the Board of Educabﬂ
would seem to be hound in this matte®s a
and foot, by some invisible power of “nqt t
tioned strength, for they cannot but kno¥ "
in continuing the present mode of SUPP
school books, they are perpetrating a m_°5t
injustice upon the people of this Provinc®
one that will most surely be brought up
felt at the next election, if not sooner.
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All that is asked is a fair field and 1° m.l-
nopoly. Our publishers do not ask t©
lowed to publish school books for any oi ist
sister Provinces; but they wish—and ‘f" if
upon having their wishes complied with, Jileg?
mistake them not—to be allowed the P™ s o
or right of manufacturing the school H
New Brunswick. To do this they aré , 10
and our advice to obstructionists wWOU en O
“sclear the track.” No excuses can b¢ & Jshes
none taken for non-compliance with these'w‘ eve?
for *“almost” everything is in favor of its
to the cost of the books. There are P¥
here who are willing (but it should not be
sary) to enter into an agreement t0 the
that they will manufacture and sell thes cd"‘)
as well and CHEAPER (from 25 to 30 PE e 2
than they are sold at present. € h’b‘
hesitation in pronouncing the prices n°wcis el
exorbitant beyond all measure, and ot echuﬂi’
ting it very mildly. So much for the ™" yer
cal production. Now, as to the liteﬁ"s'trikcui
contained in these books, it does not 4
that it would be a grievous job to £
good, if not better, in the same W8Y “smpi g
were, for they are nothing more thar o
tions, and some parts of them very PO
The amount of money involved in tH° s
is of vast proportions, but the variou®
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