le

—
of perjury, 1¢ it was a lame theory all the better
for the prisoner, but it was the only theory which
In my opinion could hLe evolved from the evidence
and hence the only one urged by me Ina word
1 was morol'\' theor g, that is, arguing that the
ovidence might be construed reasonably to mean
that Mr. Mofia Was actuated by such, and such
amotive iy neting in a particnlyr manner. That
sall, It is done by Prosecuting officers in every
cnuse thats tried w herein he addresses Judge or
Jury, Of courseif there was no evidence it wounld
be wmy duty to Sy 8o, but I don't think you, Mr,
ditor, would a4y there was no evidence, The
Proceedings have been published in the papers,
und while My, Moffatt was undoubtedly innocent
of the erime of perjury, there was » lot of evid.
enece adduced whioh considered in one light would
Kive a strong appearance of guilt, Jmfgl- MeGil-
livray Yery properly did not consider it in that
light und acquitted him, [ g not think Mr. Mof-
futt ascribes to me overzeal in my work. It is
well known to him as to you that my personal
Sympathies in the fratricidal war going on in the
WA S with the old ussociation, and it js my
earnest wish that the well menning men who are
working®on the other side wil| sce the error of
their ways and ultimately desist from their pur-
pose,
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not many Record readers
imagine that the following
provineial paper.  Some
have been told by certain
und by cortain cable correspon-
reform s making tremendous
in, Not at all, even if it is mak-
ing a little nojse in England, The liberals have
lost some twelve, perhaps thirteen, sents since
the general ele on, and not more thun two of
these seats wiy won by the tories on the tariff
question, und this should be u matter of surprise
the dull times taken into consideration:— “Free
Trade us it isin England, is anaphorism that has
rln,\'ml its role in the Motherlun and will soon
e off the stuge forever, 1 16 next election will
0 WOa on tariff reformy, increased duties and the
present Libera) Bovernment unless they adopt
Some of this new platform, they will never be
heard of ufter the next general election,”  Rats,
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dative to enses of distress in
it is alloged to the dull times pre-
colliorias during the pust, at most,
nonths [ confess Lo being nmuzed ut
1on that there istress duo to the -
bove numed understand it at
all. The times at the collieries in the provinee
during the st oight yenrs huve been brisk. Ag
# rale the supply of lnbor was not equal to the
demand. Tie companies each and all bitterly
compluined of \‘ulnnrur‘)‘ idleness on the part of
Intge numbers of the empoyes. Theso would
in spite of the pleadings of the press and the hos.
res have their frequent off days and halidays
And there was no whimper of distpess due to idle
times. No sooner, however, are the men subject
to some days of enforced idloness than the ary of
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distress is heard, ¢ is heyond ordinary compre.
hension. Last year some 1000 or so men, and hoys
were idle, of their own accord, or went out on
strike, in other words, over a trifling matter, trifl-
ing in a raaterial sense, if important from g senti-
mental stund point, for » solid three months, with.
out u hint at the end of that time thut they were
hard put.  On (he contrary it was declared the
could stand a longer siege. How is it that after
78 solid days loss of time, there was no ery of dis-
tress in the one cuse, while in the other, with the
loss, | Judge, of less than the half of that number
of duys, people arve running about nnd calling at-
tention to the dist pess Tothose of us who have
been exnltunt over Lhe good tinies at the collieries
in recent years, this cry of distress after an
insignificant period of idiéness comes as a shock.
What is w rong ?

(Since writing (he

foregoing T have read a
statement in the Glace Bay Guzette which says
conditions have not been exuggerated, rather
i L, 50 that publie attention might not too
generally be attractd to them.  The Guzette is
tnking a wise course, for it is certainly, to say the
loast, a refloction on the community and the vlass
that such a state of alfuirs should exist, Itis all
very sad and discouraging. The one gleam of
light is in the stutement made by the Gazette
that more bank “accounts were opened this year
than in any previous one,  This fact suroly lends
emphasis to the hints which I have not spuringly
thrown out, that the distress is not wholly or
oven in large part attributable to the compurat-
ively few duys of enforced idleness in the past
month or two, Why does not ihe Gazet te, which
is on the spot, send out o commissioner to invest-
igate the causes leading to the present condition
of some of the colliery workers, [ sickness has
played its part then that should be made known,
Stigmn of thriftlessness be lifted,

some being in want, then it should s be declar-
ed, so that nnf' odium attaching to the trade and
those engaged in it may be removed,

I have more than once said that socialism
cannot mak lluud\\’ny or come jp
before there has been affected y
transformation in Poor weuk human nature, and,
or, betfore there has been u great uplifting in the
morals, or to put it in another way, (e charac-
ters and conduet of our peoples, 1 have pointed

to the | R. us an instance of a lack of busin-
ess capueity on the part of suecessive govern-
ments, und point to the evidence given at the
Marine Department i U proving

that the government, if not mlnlu\'hlg at extor.
tion on the purt of Supply men, has not the busi-
ness capacity to check sharp 1 tice, and show.
ing that certain people thivk it is nor wrong, hut
shows skill und acumen to bleed the KOvernment
to the utmost. Ag has been well suid, in view of
happenings in goy "rhmant departments, and in
city councils, “Government gy rehip goes by
the bourd,” before such exposures, at least so fap
us it means ‘Kovernment operution.' If the pe.
{u'euemnliwn of the peaple cannot be trusied to
huy a lond of hay at the market price, what is
the use of talking nogsense about entrastin,

them with the manngement of railways and ob-




