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RUSSEL WALLACE ON DARWINISM.

T HE objcect of Alfred Russel Wallace's book is to give the
intelligent reader a clear conception of Darwvin's wvork on

Evolution, and an understanding of the power and range of his
grcat principle of Na-%tural Selection, or as Huxley so fittingyly put
it, the "'Survival of thc fittest."

Thc opinion which prevailcd prior to, Danvin, that each species
wvas specially createci, hie considers as now obsolete or absurd, and
only of intercst as cxhibiting the mental conditions of the Most
advanced scientific men, who had flot then taken the first step
towards a satisfactory explanation of the derivation of species. So
Darwvin is clairned to be the Newvton of Natural History. As New-
ton), by the discovery of the law of gravitation, established order
out of chaos, and laid a sure foundation for ail future study of the
itarry hecavens, so Darivin, by discovcringr the lawv of Natural Sclec-
tdon, lias thrown a floodi of lighit on the process of devclopment of
the orgranic worl, andl establishced a firm foundation for ail future
study of Nature. To prove this position hie cites a vcrylag
number of nuost iintcrcsting-r facts, many of wvhich lie himsclf estab-
lishced by experiments.

The theory of Natural Scection rests on two main facts:
i.e p)o%%cr of multiplication is ini geomectrical progression.


