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Iurks in that terin. A nation is a politicai orýganizationi, having ne per-
sonaiity or individuality apart frorn the in Ldividuials vihicli compose it, and
can exorcise no faith, and lias no proper conscience or wilI. In the coin.
mon phrase, " the Christian wor]d, " vie combine two thiugs as iutuialy
hostile as liglit and darkncss.

llow, thon, are -ve to cenceive of the kingdom, during this present cvii
age ? To answer tlîis question wve must iirst remexuber that this is pro-
eminently the age, of the Spirit-the dispensation of the IIoly Ghost. It
opened with lus advcnt, and is especially the period of luis personal ad-
mninistration. luis pectulia-rity is invisibility. Hie is nover reprcscnitcd Is
incarnate. Hue took, for special and temporary reasons, the forni cf a dove
and of tongmes of fire ; but Hie lias ne proper Iorn or body. During this
age H1e is administening the kingr&oni instead of the King and hlence dulritig
this peniod the kingdomi aise is markcd by invisibility. No eniphasis is c'ver
laid upon externals, but upon internais. «Unscen by men, " te kingdun %)f
God is wvithin yen" or " anong yen," invisibly present in individual soeuls,
élective rather than collective, marked by intensîty rather thanl cxteinsity.
Obviously the visible Chiurcli is not tlîe kingdomi ; for wvhuie the Cliurcht ci])-
braces a militant body of true disciples centending for the faithi once delivercil
te the sainîts, there is alse wit1îin it a tenmagaîît body wvarriing agaiîîst its
peace, and even an apostate body lighting against the truth and the faliî!.
\Vithin the saine outwvard lînan orgranization God ses at once the, truc

Ccircuineision," the " concision," and the " excision."~
During this present cvil age the kingdeni unidouibtediy cxists, l't. it k;

iii huinan hecarts, and its conqucsts arc one bL' one-its extensý,ion, like ils
exhibition, is individual. As cvcry vessel thiat floats a flagr on thoe fe* r
evcry soldier that Nviars a uniforni on1 the land, reprosents the kiiz"n f
uîîan, soecvcry loyal disciple is a littie emipire ruled l'y the Ring. Ileure
the vice and risk of ,talistics. At our peril do wve lay stress up'ubl vounltitîg
up couverts or parading nuiers. ''Niiibc)ringr the people" lroughit
David only the clîoice betîveen plague, famine. and wvar ; in the spiritual1
sphcere, it lîrings te t1îe- Clînireli the peril of aIl tlîree at once.

WVe are net justified by Scriptui'e iii expccting during tliis age 11we
real triuitnplis of Christ's 'iingdoni. This 1>eing an evii ;ige, evii ivili îer-
micate and domninate it te the end. Christ, as the second Aditîn, rec"v-
ced, in His teniptation, the sceptre wvhich Satan hiad wrcstcd froîin the first
Adaîn four thousand years before ; but Christ docs net actimdly illount DIis
tlirone cf this world until llus " retura." Mcanwvile, Satan ustirps tliat
throne as prince of this %vorld and ged of tlîis age, and chais the richies,
wisdomi, and powver of tlîis ag o te stew them upon wuîoisoovcr lie iviii
(Lukze 4 : 6), aud xnany facts scein te support bis elaini. If Satani is nlov
îînl'ound and cvii is triuînphant, of course the saints are for the fiîne comr-
spoudingly in humiliation, lîound by fetters of restraint and restrictioli. 811d
the Clitirch is iii tho wiIderness.

The ph~rase " kingdeni of the lîcavens," iw'hich is peculiar to Mattliew,


