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rejoicing and thankfulness by ail 'who, love the cause of missions. It is
due Iargely te the influence of the -olunteers that the attention of the
Chureh, and espeeially of young men and young wonien, has been roused
to consider the premineuce given te missions in the Bible, and, to under-
stand more fully the responsibility resting upon ail Christians of giving the
Gospel 'without deiay te, unevangelized nations. 0f the devotion and abil-
îty of the young meni -who inaugurated this seherne we eau hardly speak
tee highly.

Now that this movement has been lu progress for five years, it is not
too seon te iuquire how far it has reahzed the expectations of its friends,
and what modifications in methods nxay be suggestcd by experience. In
an enterprise so new and se coxnplicatedl iV wouid be strange if mistakes
had net been miade. This 'would be natural even in the work of more ex-
perienced heads. 1 may, then, without hesitation offer some klndly criti-
cisins and suggestions, hoping that they may be of use in furthering the
cause which we have at heart.

On inquiring what resuits have benn effected by the Volunteer MNove.
ment thus far, it la obvions te remark negatively that it has not increased
the number of missionaries actually going te the field te the extent the re-
portei number of volunteers led us te expeet. Some of us, Iookiug for-
ward from. our mission fields te, efforts for obtaining -recruits on Teturning
home, expected te find a large number of ardent and well-equipped young
men ready to leave nt orce for the mission field. We bave been disap-
poiuted. The needed recruits during the last two years have been ob-
tained with great difficulty. While sorne of the serninaries have furnished
their usual quota, others have fallen far behind the average of the last
forty years.

It might have been cxpected that there would bc special interest in
missions in the 1'resbyterian Church, as it was with it that a large propor-
tion of promineut workers iu the volunteer movenient 'were conuectcd. In
this church, however, the difficuilty of obtaiuing recruits has certainiy not
been less than elsewhere. From Princeton there went out to the foreign
field last year three men-only about seven per cent of the graduating class.
Union aud Chicago sent eut about the same number, if I amn rightiy iu-
formed, while Auburn, Allegheny, Lane and Pauville furnished none.

Turning te the sumruary of statistics of the Student Volunteer Move-
meut for the past year, we find that eue tenth of theb whole number have
appieda te mission boards aud bec'n cither sent or rejected, whilo oe
Leuth have ,"renounced" aud twp. tenths have been "hindered." It thus
appears that as many have renouneed as have applied, sud the number of
the reuouuecd sd hindered is three times that of those who have appicd.
These are noV the resnits whic'h were expected. There 'bas certaiuly been
great lightuess iu assuuming or renouncing the piedge.

It should be remnembered aise that of the eue teuth who have appiied,
a considerable proportion have net been accepted, ana of those who have
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