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however, the lepers are at largé, and beset a traveller on all hands, showing
their disfigurements and forcing their maimed members into notice. It is
too horrible I At the ascent of the Mount of Olives they lined the narrow
way, standing or sitting right in the midst of the stony roads. To the
peculiarly painful cry of their appealing voice—a result of the discase attack-
ing the throat—they added the rattle of their tin pots for recciving money ;
and scarcely could we get frec of them, though mounted on asses. These
poor creatures marry among themselves, and pass on their disease as a
frightful inheritance to their children, who in carly jife often appear to be
healthy. With their growth, however, the evil never fails to develop.
The Moravians have long bad a hospital in Jerusalem for the shelter and
care of lepers, but very few avail themselves of it, being unwilling to
separate from their families.

In this land, where the law given Ly God Himself enjoined merciful
treatment of animals, a brutal, inhuman treatment is the practice. The
outcome of the Moslem creed of the sacredness of life among these unrea-
soning people is that they kill by inches instead of killing outright. The
treatment of the poor asses and camels is simply revolting. Perpetually
weighted with burdens beyond taeir strength to bear, their fur is com-
pletely worn off their backs and sides, which look like rusty black leather,
and are covered with open wonnds. Their pack-saddles are rarely if ever
lifted from off their sore backs, and they are kept in a half-starved condi-
tion. To make them increase their speed their drivers dig a knife or any
sharp instrument into their flesh, making wounds which they take care
shall not heal. In one of the noisome alleys which serve as streets in the
actual town of Jaffa, my husband found, one day, a poor ass tethered,
suffering extreme torture. One of its legs was cut away and gangrene
had set in, yet no one had pity upon it to end its misery. He tried to
induce them to kill it, but all in vain ; they were ouly amused by the sug-
gestion. At last he sent a man whom he could trust to buy the animal and
see it killed. Even then the owner could not understand so disinterested
an action, and professing to believe that the poor animal’s skin must be
worth something, wished to charge the more. Some time later I learned
that the week following another miserable ass in bad plight had heen
fastened up in the same alley, doubtless with the hope of a purchaser,
The unsanitary condition of towns built on the rnins of former towns, and
without any system of drainage, is something indeseribable. The narrow,
filthy, uneven alleys, crowded with refuse from the houses, and constantly
receiving more from windows and doors, are no places where to linger and
admire the quaint, picturesque scenes sure to meet the eye which would
otherwise be of great interest, The scavenger dogs aund jackals which
roam the towns at night arc truly blessings where such a state of thing
exists,

There is no encouragement to industry or protection of property in
this Jand. The more diligent and successful a man is in trade or agrienl-




