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one of the priests at Basrah. A recontly publishedj trajnslati0jn of thenir
sacred wrîtings into, German contains only one f ourth of the grtbok
of the Maudoeans. WThat is this great book ? \hat doos it toacli? A1
what do thlese St. John Christiang, falsely so, callod, really bclievo
Aitho meeting Sabeans for the past four yoars, andl beixîg thoir gucst ou
frequent journeys up and down the rivers, I fourid 'Io satisfiactory answer
te those questions fromn their owvn lips. Thiey turn to, the North Star wlhen
thoey pray, and " baptize" every Sunday-these -wore the sole articles of
faith that oiîe could learn. Books gave fraginontary and conifiicting
statements, ail hingring around thesù twvo plain facts. According- to oeue,
account they worc gross idlolaters ; another ciassed tliemn with Chiristians.
Li;glit dawned from an unoxpected quarter. An anonyrnous article ap-
peared in the London Standard, entitlod " A Prayor-Meeting of the Star-
worshipers." Whoever wrote il. must bc porfoctly ac.quaintcd 'vith their

reigous mysteries, or be one of thomselvesl\hnItastoito

Company of Saboans at Amara, they ivere dunihfounded. WVho, lad darod
to expose ail their secret ceremonies and beliefs to publie view ? Lot nie

quote one paragrapli only of this accourit, evory minute particular of
,which the Sabeans assure me is true -

ýToward miduiglit the Star-worshipers, moen and wornon, corne sloi':y

down to the Mishkncs by the rivor-side. Each entors the tiny 'vattled hut

by the souitheru wall, disrobes and batiies. in the circular resorvoîr....

On ernerging from the water each one -robes himn or herself in the rasta-

that is, the ceremonial white garmont, . . .crosses to, the open space

in front of the door of the tabernacle, and seats hiniseif apon the grouud,
saluting, those prosent with the cnstomary ' Sood .Javilakk'4 (blessing be
pon thee '), and rcceivir.g the usual rcply, ' Assooiak de liai havilklià
blessiug of the Livingo One bo upon thee '). . . . The sacred

book, Sidra Rabba, is laid upon theo altar folded, back -%vhere thic litiurgy
of the living, is divided from tho ritual of thie doad. The higli-priost
tnký-es one of the two live pigeons liandod te hlmi, extends his bands towardl
the Polar Star, upon which hoe fixes bis eyes, and lots the bird fly, ealling
alod: 'Bshmo d'hai rabba mslLabba. zivo kadrnayak Liakia. Edmni Nafrkti

'pral& ('In the name of the Living Ono, blossed bo the primitive liglit,
the ancient liglit, the Divinity solf-creatod. '). [Thon] . . . the
reading beirig in progress, they propare the .Peto .Elayat or hi.gh nmystery,

ashyteutei omunion. One kindios a cliarcoal-fire in the oarthoni-

,,are stove by the side of the altar, and the other grinds sinall some of
the barley bronglit by the deacon. Ho thon expresses some oul fromn the
sesaine seed, and mixing the barley moal and oul, propares a mnass of
dougli wvhichi ho kneads and soparatos iuto srnall cakes the size of a two-
sbilling pieco. Those are quickly thrust into the ovon and baked. The
fourth deacon no'v takoes the pigeon loft in the cage, cuts; its throat quickly
wiith a very sharp kuifo, taking care, that no blood is Iost. The littie cakes
are thoen brouglit te hima by his colîcagues, and still holding the dyingr
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