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towards the profession; secon~d, the
more fimportant duty which hi.wyers,
as mnnbers of the association, owe to
and undertake to performn toward the
publie is, by way of revision and
repeal oE unwise, and iinprovidenb
and ibsolete laws, throughi ap-
propriate legisiation; the prevention
of ill-considered, liasty, careless and
viciousilegislation 80 far as practicable
under existing conditions, and the
exercise of care and watcbfulness over
the administitation of law by duly
constituted tribunals.-Extract fromi
an addrcss to the Pa. Bar Association.
-On the Purpose of Bar Association.

THE, term. of office of the present
Benchers of the Law Society of
Upper Canada expires at the close of
Easter terni, 1896. The next election
of Benchers will take place on Thurs-
day April 6th, 1896. The Benchers
are thirty 'in number and are chosen
by ballot by members of the Bar of
Ontario for a terni of, five years.
Vacancies during the terin are filled
by the reniaining Benchers. The
Trea.surer i8 President of the Society
and is elected annually, on the
flrst day of Baster terin. Two
well '-nown Toronto firms contain
6 Benchers, or one-sixth of the elected
nuniber. We expeet to see some new
men elected in the next contest. The
resuit of the election wvil1 no doubt
be watched with interest by the
profession.

TnE young lawyer who reads what
Mr. Greenleaf says about cross-
examination ini eliciting the truth and
confounding the false 'witness, braces

liimnself for tUiù contest and plunges
witli vigour into the crosà- exani nation.
Hie niakes the %vitness retrace ail the
ground lie lias gone over, 80 as to
catch hlm iii i slighlt variations. Hie
thrusts at liiin unîmnîlortant papcrs
and asks lîlt to expiain trifling
iDconsistencies. Ice tries the witiuess's
temper and tries his owvn, gets both,
the wittness and hinseif into a per-
spiration, anid finishies bis storin of
chops aud. tomiato sati-ý withi the
consciousness, if lie be a pretty shrewd,
.fellow, that lie bas miade the witness'
story more einphatie, enmphasized. the
point in it which hiurt inost, and
aitogether donc bis side of the case
about as inucli daniage as if he hiad
hiniseif introduced two -or three,
additional adverse -sitnesses. The
old praeùitioner, who lias been there
before, asks the 'vitnless a few
unimnportant questions, confini ng him-
self as nearly as lie decently can
to drawing out the witness' opinion
on the weather and state of the crops,
and finishies with the pleasing thouglit
that lie bas dîsappointed. bis adlversary,
who e.'c-pected the cross-examination
of that witness to bring out a nunîber-
of nîatters about wvbiclî the witness
could not be asked in chief. Cross-
examination is a great thing, and, if
exnployed in the pi:oper place and
with the proper w'itness, 18 productive
of excellent resuits. The fundainental
and most, important canon, howvever,
in the science of cross-examination 18:
Do not cross-examiine the wrong
witness.-West Virqinia Bai,.

DURING the next year, we presume,
steps will be inaugurated for the
decennial revision of the statutes 'of
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