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volume contains the resuilt of bis researelies wlîile so engaged, nind also of Ci
secondi vksit, ifl conitet o>f the Il'xpcditioii sent ont by the Truîstccs of the
.Assyrian Excavation .Fîund. 'Tli volunme coiltains ai lively niarrativ e of blis
travels anIid nd( enturc-s-and gihes inuceli iuîurest inig information ircgaridiiîîg
flic Cotlitries visited aind the.CIdtOt îdcsom I lernibtns llis

recae.i ave alFo brou-li t Io liglit in-any fiacts regardiuîg tiiese cotintries
iti auceieiît tinies, particiilarly tîjeir ariietue, id lias aN.,o settled 'oiIIe ini-
turesting que(ýstionis of zancient geOgI'fipliy. Paîssing thiese as buyond our prio-

-viîîce, we give a1 suiari.y OF tiiose poilions of bis; researchies (hmîgbut a
smnall1 portion of ie volume) whjcb ir Ji-lit ilpon fice sacred voluile.

On lus way t' tlin! scuite ofl is. exp\)Ilrationis bu flie tc reiains. of Ni-
nevecb. 0f' i liese bie inercly renîarks-.

Il We visited the four great mounds, NoNyuu1jubl. Khorsabad, Karanîlus and Nini-
roud, iarking the angles of (lie l>arallellogram, wliiclî is slipposed te enclose Nilnc-
veli. 'lle tiîne spent ia our vi-sît constined exactly three days. and it is probably
te a sinhilar cirvuit eft'is extent tliat tdie intssage refus-' -Noi' Ninevehi ivas anl ex-
ceedi ng gi'eat City of tirec days journey.>J

The next site of Scripturaîl initerusýt visitcd by Hir Loftis wais Babylo.-
Hus explorations did neot add mluchi to the information acquired by Layard

and tiioSe whîo puî'euded liixn. 13ut "'e Iiay (te on orI two siort p. C
SbIoVillig tie fllillment of'propliucy. OU* Baýbylonia Ile sny

lIn former' days the % ast plains of Bab) lonlia ivere nourishced by a complicaAed.
systenli otf califfle anid water courses, whliclî spreail oe ur the surface of thie ceuntry
hike netiverk. The wants of a teerning Iîopul,.tion werc supplied by a, ricli -oil,
net less boiintiftil than IbM on flic banks et' thu Egyptian Nile. Like isiands risiîsg

fi'om a golden sea cf %Ya%,ing corn, steed frequent groves cf palms and pleasant (,ai--
dens, iffording to the idier or thxe traveller their arateful and highly valued, shade.
Cromwds et' passelîgers bried alonga the tlnsty roads tb and froni the buisy eity.-
iThe land was nuIc iii cori and wvine. lloiv changed is the aspect of fliat region at

flpresent àay! Lané lUnes af mnannds it is truc mark flic courses of' ilose Manam
arteries, ivbicb lbrnierly di *uscd lufe and vegetatien alon., their banks, but thleir
cbannels aie now beruft cf inoisture and elîoked with drifting sand ; thie smiallcr off-
shoots are wvhilly ef 1cd A droughit is til. in lier waters,' 'says the prophiet, ' and.
tlîev shtail be dried tip '* Ail tliat remnains of tîtat aneicut: tivilization-tliat 1 glary
cf kingdonîs,' tUie prause cf tie vhiole earth'-is î'ecogiîizable in tic nuniwrous
nîouldernig lîeaps et'brick and rubbisli, vhîicli eveîspî'ead the surface cf thîe plain.
Isîstead of' .ite luxuriant tields, tîte g-rovus anid rardeis, nothîig( nlow nîvets tlîe eye

buitt an aî'id w'aste-tîu tiens(, population et' fornier tintes is vanislicd, anld no mian
dwvells there.",

And cf tbc City lie gives blis first imprecssions as follows
Tî'uly,' said thte pî'eplet s'oncerning lier, ' I3abylon shahl beeoîne lîc-ýps, anl as-

tonîshiîeît and anilisîg witliout an inlaitint.'' lJnsighrly inouid., miolle îe-
main otf tîtat magnificenc~e w hidi Scrnptuîu se, trequently dilates upon, and w.hîich
tlîu pages etof~rdou se c-1'eftillv clcscî'ibc. Wlio cati rerognize ini tio-ze. shape-
less piles, cxpcst.d te I lle ravagcs cf tinie anîd tbe destructive lîaîd, cf' mni duni'iZî

twveity centurius, aîîy of its fiboinnr gi'mii(lur.'

Coinpai'ud w'ith oîiur anicient ciLles, Babylan is 1)ectiliai'Iy ruoae pon
Iti flet Mr Lof'tus reiînaî'ks:

Thcre are vaions causes te acceuint fur tic compluhee disappearance of tise wa~lls
and sa inltei aofl buildilignq. Upwvards of» 2300 yvars a.-OfDarius, file soi) IJs
tasîlus, aaused thlii te lie ilemelishled ini colîscquelive cf a, i'ebrllioi iii thei vity, i bus
bnilinîî about Ille filifiliîcîît ot' the, prodiecv, - ThIe walt cf' Babylon ýlîal ~l, lietr
ivahls aî'e îl'rown down ;''the bi'oau walls shaill bu uttei'ly l)Iokeii.' Juiing Liait
pci'iod likuewise theu ruins wveîc uscd( as a neýcr failing br'ick fnclId-ciî3 ' afier uity
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