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Elgin’s opinion may be said to have been
against the sudden withdrawal of the troops,
but in favour of a gradual reducticn. His
views on the question were a good deal in-
fluenced by his pervading fear of movements
in favour of annexation. “In this vespect
the position of Canada is peculiar. When
you say to any other colony ‘England de-
clines to be any longer at the expense of
protecting you, you at once reveal to it the
extent of its dependence and the value of
Imperial support. But it is not so here.
Withdraw your protection from Canada, and
she has it in her power to obtain the securi-
ty against aggression enjoyed by Michigan
or Maine ; about as good security, I must
allow, as any which is to be obtained at the
present time.” He was at the same time of
-opinion that the system of relieving the col-
-onists altogether from self-defence was injur-
ious. ¢ It checks the growth of national and
manly morals : men seldom think any thing
worth preserving for which they are never
asked to make a sacrifice.” And subse-
quently we find him protesting against the
intention of the Government to send to Can-
ada a large body of troops which had return-
ed from the Crimea, on the double ground
that the measure would complicate the rela-
tions of Canada with thc United States, and
arrest her progress in self-dependence.

Lord Elgin assiduously cultivated good
relations with the people of the United States.
Personally he was successful in winning their
regard. Besides the grace of his manner,
his excellence as a speaker made an impres-
sion on them, which is curiously depicted in
a reminiscence by the Mayor of Buffalo of
the banquet given at Toronto to a large
party of Buffalonians and other guests from
the States. “Never,” said the Mayor, “shall
I forget the admiration elicited by Lord
Elgin’s beautiful speech on that occasion.
Upon the American visitors (who, itmustbe
<confessed, do not look for the highest order
of intellect in the appointees of the Crown)
the effect was amusing. A sterling Vankee

friend, while the Governor was speaking, sat

by my side, who occasionally gave vent to'

his feelings as the speech progressed, each
sentence increasing in beauty and eloquence,
by such approving exclamations as “He's a
glorious fellow!” “He ought to be on our
side of the line ! we would make him mayor
of our city?” As some new burst of elo-
quence breaks from the speaker’s lips, my
worthy friend exclaims, “How magnificently
he talks ! Ves, by George, we'd make him
Governor—Governor of the State ' Asthe
noble Earl by some brilliant hit carries the
assemblage with a full round of applause,
“Ah!” cries my Yankee friend with a hearty
slap on my shoulder, ‘by Heaven, ifhe were
on our side we'd make him President!
Nothing less than President! ” It may
be *questioned whether, if ILord Elgin
had really been on the other side of the line,
he would have stood much chance against
Horace Greeley ; and perhapsit may also be
questioned whether he did not attach rather
too great a value to these convivial demon-
strations of friendship. The people of the
United States, like other people, warm over
wine ; but it does not follow that they will
not present Indirect Claimsin an insulting
despatch the next morning. Shortly after
the dinner for 3500 persons on Boston Com-
mon, with rhetorical fireworks, *expansive
loyalty,” and hearty cheers for the Queen,
Lord Elgin has himself to describe the atti-
tude of America during the Crimean war as
“sullenly expectant.” The Governor-Gen-
eral, however, not only sought the good-will of
the Americans on obvious diplomatic and
commercial grounds, but on another ground
which, as stated by him, is rather startling.
«Jt is of very great importance to me,” he
says, “to have the aid of a sound public
opinion from without, to help me through
my difficulties here ; and as I utterly despair
of receiving any such assistance from Eng-
land (I allude not to the Government butto
the public, which never looks at us except
when roused by fear ignorantly to condemn)



