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% 3a Temperance Avborate.

emperance ts the moderate use of things beng}?cial, and abstinence from things hurtful.

MONTREAL, NOVEMBER, 1839.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION.

——a

Gexunranu MovEMEXT in the United States to pracure the prokibi-
tion by law of the sale of Tntoxicating Liquor.

From the Western Temperance Journal.

A State Convention of the friends of Temperance i3 propoeed in
MAINE, to be held previously to the next session of the Legi<lature,
for the purpose of taking iuto consideration the propriety of enact-
ing laws prohibiting the sale of intoxicating drinks.

At the State Convention recently beld in Woodstack, VER-
MONT, it was recommended that the Legislature be requested to
pass similar laws, and that the matter be submitted to the pegple,
previously to the next session of the Legislature, for their sanction,

The Legislature of the States of CONNECTICUT, RHODE
ISLAND, and ILLINOIS, have placed it in the power of the cit-
izens of the respectable towns, in each Stute, to prohibit the traffic
in’ mtoxlmtm« driuks.

The Lenslature of the State of NEW YORK will be requested
at its next session, to pass an act prohibiting the retail traflic of
intoxicating drinks, as a beverage, to such extent as the laws of the
United States wiil allow.

The State Temperance Society of NEW-JERSEY, at a recent
meeting, in Newark, ¥ ded that i didu mwured be
taken to eﬂ‘ect the same.objectin that State; -

TugSuvievZthegame object met reccntly as Har-
n;!mrgh, PENNSYLVANIA, . . -

A State Temperance Convention +has just been held in Baltimore,
MARYLAND. The abolition of the license law was its object.

A wemorial is jn. circulation, in SOUTH CAROLINA, to pro-
cure petitioners to the next Legwlnture for tha repeal of thoee laws
authorising the sale of ardent spirix.under twenty gallons, except
by apothecaries and druggists, ho may keep them for medicinal

urposes.

in GEORGIA, vigorous efforts are»making to secure {he adop-
tion of similar laws.

KENTUCKY also will be called on at the approaching session of
her Legislature, to act in referenca.to intoxicating drinks.

The Legidature of MASSACHUSETTS, TENNESSEE, and
MISSISSIPPI, have already acted. The retail truffic of alcholic
drinks, in theic more \'im]cnt form, has been prohibited in these
blata, entirely.

It is \'lght, or it is wrnnf' to Jicense the sale of intoxicating
driuks. Drunkenness is an evil, and it proceeds from mtempenm
drinking. Intemperate drinking is the result of a promiscuous
traffic in whatever intoxicates, thus the promiscuous traffic in
whatever intoxicates, constitutes the agent by which drunkenness
is"produced. Now is it righit to establish, by law, an agent that
shall spread devastation and ruin through the land? Isit right to
estadlish, by law, an ageot whose duty it “shall be to dispense through
the community the seeds of discord and death, whose province it
shall be to promote immorality, to impoverish character, to degrads
man? Is it right to establish, by law, an aggnt whose duty
leads to the uprooting of whatever tends to perpetuate the law by
which suchagentiscreated?  Isitright to eatablish, by law, an agent

whaose duty it shall be to pratect vice, to destroy virtue, perpetuate
liceutiousness, to disorganize socicty 2 If it is, then it is surely |

right to license the sale of intoxicating drinks: for none can doubt
their agency in producing the evils to “which we allude.

We recommend the following questians te the attention of our
readers. Make investization and endeavour to answer thewm from

facts fn your own neighbarhood. This we say to feiend and foe.
By the answers obtained after a faithful inquiry, let our cause xtand
or fally Tom

1. What number of Distilleries, Taverus, Grogwhope and Storcs,
where :ardent spirits have been sold, are there now;Sor have thers
been, within ten years, in your ixmm.dlute vxcimt), or within your
persona] knowledge ?

2. What have heen the effects upon the cbsmder habits and
health,. of those persons generally, who have been employed in the
sevenl “branches of business and traflic, specified jn the first ques-
tion, amd upon the condition and circumstances of their famniifes? °

8. What, in your opinion, is the proportion, in.your neighbor-
hood, hetween the number of those who have dird vietims to strong
drmk, within ten years, anil the number of moderate drinkers who
bave bedome confirmed drunkards, during the same permd’

4. Wkat has been the result of your observation, in: refurmee to
the habits generally of the gons of drunkards, ¢ of modu'ﬁto drink~
ers, and of dealers in intoxicating lnquor"

5. How many talented and promising young.men, ofyolir per—
soonl aoquaintance, have been utterly ruined in fortune, pcocpuh,
character and health, and hme gone down to thsdmnkard grave; -,
withiu ten years?

6. How many families, in the circle of your atguaintancs, have
been wrecked, desolated and reduced - w])n\'mv, M
by“ln!eﬁx’fﬁrance? i

7. Bow many beautiful and excc]lent voung ladics hive you
known, who have had all their bright prospects shronded in despair,
and bave been subjected to want, neglect and barbarous abuse, by
marrying temperate drinkers, who speedily becume abandoned
drunkards ? .

8. What is a probable estimate of the number of broken-hearted
wives and mothers, and of agonized sisters and danghters, within
your knowledge, whose crushing calamities have been caused by
the drunken degradation of husbands or sons, of brothers or fathers ?

. How many distressed widows and destitute orphans, has
drunkmm& made, in your vicinity, within the last ten years?

10. How many profussional men, Clergymen, Lawyers or Phy-
sicians, have you known, as the victins of strong drink; having
lost character, standing, business, health or life, by the habit of
incbriation ?

11. How many drunken School-masters have yon known within
ten years?

12, How many mtempentc Ladies !nve you known, and in
how great a proportion of instances was their degradation caused
by the example and conduct of their husbands ?

I3. What length of time is usually requisite, according to your
apinion and observation, to conduct a moderate drinker into the
tertitory of comfirmed druvkesness, and an Labitual drunkard to
his grave?

14. We would respectfully inquire of Ministers and Church
Officers, in what proportion the cases of apostacy aud excommuni-
cation, in their several churches, may justly be traced to this de-
structive vice?

15. We alvo respectfully solicit from Judges, and Sheriffs, and
prasecuting Attorneys, an auswer to the inquiry—what is the
proportios in which deeds of violence and bloed, resuit from the
madness of intoxication ?

I16. What c@fects huve been prodused unan Tadiaas, in your vi-
cinity, I:- the use of ardent spirits, and by their access to grog-shopn,
in destroying value, health and life?

17. How many ruined estates, desolate and abandoned habita-
tions, familirs redaced to beggary and acattered through the west-
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