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length setiled. The Duchies of Limburg and Lux-
®mbourg, the dominion of which formed the princi-
Pal bones of contention, have eventually found a place
mong the Rhenish provinces. The British mer-
thants are making attempts to bring the lorrors of
the Spanish war to an end. '
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sid Tag A'mnsynnnz.—lf lhq :}tmogphere be con-
anced as a vast machine, it is ditliculi to_form
prgh]u‘st conception of the profound skill and coro-
diffpeiStveness of design which it displays. It
for ll'ls?s and tempers the heat of different climates ;
in 1S purpose it pertorns a circulation occupy-

€ the whole range from the pole to the equator;

P While it is doing this, it executes many smaller
Cuits between the sea and the land. At the

:2{“3 time 1t 15 the means of forming clouds and
“.0:, and for this purpose, a perpeiual circula-
¢ of the watery part of the atmosphere goes on be-
Ween its lower and upper regions. Besides this com-
Dlication of circuits, it exercises a more irregular
agdney, in the occasional winds which blow from all
Quarters, tending perpetnally to restore the equili-
brium of heat and moisture” Bul this incessautand
Muliiplied activity discharges culy a patt of the func-
Yons of the ar. It is, moreover, the most imporant
and universal material of the growth and susienance
f plants and animals; and is for this purpose every
ere present and alimost uniform :n its quantity.

m ith all its local motion, it has also the office of a
ln:dmm o.f communication between intelligent crea-
tio ¢S, which ofhce 1t perrorms by another set of mo-
N8, entirely different both from the circulation and
die 00t'asiqnal movenents already mentioned; these
hﬁrem kinds of motions not interfering materially
from €ach othex:: and this last purpose, so remole
S0 pe‘r?e others in its nature, itanswersin a manner
the ol €ctand so easy, thal we cannot imagine that
it thi"lem could have been more complelel',: attained,
mog ; had been the sole purpose for which the at-
i Pt erehad been created. ith all these quali-
is yea 1S extraordinary part of our terrestrial system
sion u:c(;ﬂy everin the way : and when we have occa-
Withe 0 S0, we put torth. our hapd and push it aside,
!‘ﬂ'ec;sm ing aware of [its being near us. . . Its
beayt on hghtarc a constant source of utility and
ohjectys‘ Wuhguc air we fhould see nothing, except
Teflog " which the suw’s rays tell, direetly or by
Ction. Tt is the atmosphere which converts suii-
minfo day]ight, and fiils the space in Which we
atme, E;!lumlualxon. .« The_contemplation of the
Purp.Lo€re asa machine which answers all these
: P"Slﬁh,.ls‘wen suited to impress upon us the strong-
far.ﬁ?ﬁ;mmn of the most refined, far-seeing, and
Pose thugﬂfuytrlvapce, It seems impossible to sup-
0 be_be various properiies were 50 besiowed
anq n?eol'lr" med',3 Any otherwise than by a beneficent
anigee; Jge}}t €ing, able and willing to diffuse or-
o, life, health, and enjoyment through all
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parts of the visible world; possessing a fertility of
means Which no multiplicity of cbjects could exLaust
and adiscrimination of consequences which no com-
plication of conditions could embarrass.— Whewell,

SINREING DowN oF MounTains.—Mountains sink
down, or separate into fragments, from the agency of
other causes than earihquakes or voleanic explosions,
Sometilnes the waters of a rapid river, of an 2gita-
ted lake, or even of a subterraneous current, waste,
consume, and secreily undermine a mass of rocks, or
of solid earth. The beds of sand, gravel, clay, and
chalk, which serve as a support, are dissolved or
swept away; an excavation is formed, and the super-
incumbent mass sinks down by its own weight. = At
other times subterruneous waters penetrate under a
new sralum, under a vegetable bed; they at first
support this crust, then loosen it, tear it off, and at
last finally wash it away piece-meal, or swallow it
cntirely up.  Sometimes there is a fissure by means
ot which part of a wountain is detached from the
principal mass and overturned in consequence of its
being deprived of its natural support. . . We perceive
every where around us nothingbut wrecks and ruins;
those bads of rocks displaced, overturned, shatiered ;
those lakes so deeply excavated ; those caverns which
reach down towards the centre of the earth; those
peaks which tower to the sky; those precipitous
coasts which surround, as with en immense rampart,
all the seas of the globe ; those Alps which over-
hang Raly; those Andes which plunge their gigantic
sides into the ocean; those forests, those races of
quadrupeds, those aquatic animals burigd in the earth
in mingled conlusion: all these circumstances im-
gress ‘us with the awful and overwhelming thought,

ow vastmust have been the heavings and agitations
which bhave comributed to give to the globe its pre-
seitappearance. . . The general deluge which some
have eudeavored to represent as impossible, may be
aatwraily explained, merely on the supposition of a
general sinking down of the inhabited 1egions of the
earth; then the waters of the sea, instead of bein
elevaied, as has been generally imagined, would have
needed only to fullow the laws of gravitation, in order
to cover the antediluvian world, and leave dry our
present continent.— Multe-Brun.

Tae Revorrrions orF ouvr Grose.—The diluvial
deposits of mud and clayey sand, mixed with round
flints, transported from "other countries, and- filled
with fossil remans of large land animals, for the most
part unknown or foreign to the countries in which
they are found—those vast deposits which cover so
many plains, and fill the bottoms of caverns and clefis
of rocks, deposits which took place when the hippo-
potamus, the elephant,the rhinoceros, the horse, the
ox, and the deer, were the prey, even in our climate
and soil ot England, of the hiyena, and the tiger—
have been careluily distinguished from the alluvial
deposits containing the remains of animals common
to the country in which they are found, and are now
considered as the most decisive proofs of an immense
and ancient inundation. Far beneath the chalky stra-
tum which lies under various alternate layers of
marine and fresh water deposits, there have beefi-
tound, more especially in England, the remains of
gigantic reptiles, including crocodiles and other of
the lizard tribe, the remains of an era now unknown
—for it is above the chalk, and between it and the era
of the general deluge, that the explanation of the




