
Wce reeollect hearing a disiinguishied. Free Cliurcli Miniisier once siay, iii
exact accordance %iti ilie viewv of Dr. Harper :-"4 There is no more
iieedled in order 10 a union ihan just Ilhat we shlotild declare our willingnss
that tlie Establishment principle be malter of forbearaiice,"' and -lie wva3
pleased to add, ci1 think wve oiight to make that declaration."1 .11 îs ioI
Io say, We think SO too; for ihiat is just saying WTe approve of the position
Occîîpied on that point by the United Presbyteriani Churcli, whiicli by no
ineans requires is tîinisters or merabers Io bc voluiltaries, and w1lich
(tontains some of bolli, who, as we wei.l know, wvarrnly approve of an E-Istab)lisli-
ment. But liad wve access Io Free Clîurclimen w'e viould piead for the
eoncession. on two -rounds. First we wvould repectfuliy subrnit, whether,
grantin- the soundness of tle Establishiment principle, it is of sullicient
importance to be insisted on as an indispensable terni of communion, especially
wlien it is, as in the Free Churcli, a mere abstraction. Second ly, %ve would
plead lIai the concession -%vould extricate the Free Churehl herseif froni an incon-
venience, and be a relief to the concieuces of manly of lier excellent members
wid eiders, we do flot say, iiisters. For -we know that flot a fewt of the îwo
former classes are decidedly in favor of forbea-mance, tha. is Io say, they hbld
tîxe principle of tlie United Presbyterian Clîurcli rallier thian of ieir Own.
Nay, wve know thai some of îhiem are as resolute voluntaries as any of
otîrselves, and if we mistakze flot tle number is rapidly iîxcreaqin,', hI woul
lie presuinption Io hope iliat ail this can have aîîy weiglit. But.perliaps Sir
George Sinclair may be listened to :

"9 You must al," says lie, "ibe aware how comnpletely Ilie different
bodies of unendowcd Presbyterians are idieniified hi other respects; ilhey
-teknow.ledge the saine standards; preach Ihle samne doctrines; are governed
bv the sanie office-bearers; are equaliy tenacious of Sabbathi obseérvanice:
wid are equally zealous iii the cause of foreign missions. The1iir minisiens
are ail miaiita;icd by the spontaneous and ungrudged oblations of ilheir flocks-;
an-d ail parties are desirous, Io their power, and even beyoîtd iheir power, Io
rofliribuie Io tlie support of a <r"spci zninistry iii those localities wvhere thle
deoep poverîy of the inhabitalins .enders il necessary tîxat iliey shotild, iii part
at least be supplemnented by !he abiindance of the iiberality of tieir Christiani

breteru wh ar in asir crcustacesai ditane. e, ierefore, lio
are connecîed %vitli hlie Free Church, may sure.iy bear vriil ur United
Prosbyterian brethern wio have, durirîg thirce gefleraliotis, iŽxperienced (as
they think) the efficacy, as welI as tlie comýfort, of the ifstin
systim. WVly should "'e -%vho are pra eical voluniaries from ncussiîy, refuse
Io bc united with tlioz> wlio are so from conviction (as far as te sustentation~
of the ininister is concerned), and wlio objeet 'lot Io our holding the
opposite principle, to wlîich. they are conscientiousiy opposedVI

Mlie following exiract, also, is %vell deserving of attention. It is long,
but we are 2 ire tle space will nt be grud-ed

ccThe axiom, that it is the duty of the civil magistrale, in lus official
rapacity, to, Chonor Christ,' is, as it secmns to me, so vagýue andi indeterininate,
as to belhable tevery serious objections. timusi, of course, luenceli separate
instance, depeîîd on île consciences of ihlose in auihority to, aci in Ibis mlalter
arcoiling to lteir Ozoi views, -%vithout atssmfuinn ourTs as thecir standard or
ilheir guide. In titis serise, Christ is ai this mo ment 4 honoreci' ini eve.rr
conitrq ilrou-luout Europe. The 'civil magistrales'1 iu lialy, 'Spain, Por.tu-

A Letter, 4-c.1128


