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<livîdual lines of developinnt, as
ini Canada. There is no large
Dutch elemient, as iii South
Africa.

As a base of maritime power,
the Auistralasian colonies manii-
festlv furnishi ta the nation of
whiehi they are a part an oppor-

AV STILALIAN TREE IFERNS.

Lunitv for maintaining a supremne
and indisputable control over a
vast ai-ca of t'le southern scas.
Their hiarbours, somne of wliicli are
zumongyst the mnost capacious in the
wvorld, are vet for the mnost part
calpable of secure defence. Sev-
eral are already supplied withi
docks, spacious enougrh to aditiL
for repair thc large st sliips afloat.
Tie more important are alrcadv
strongly fortified. M.\elbouiriie is
pronounced by competent authori-
ties to be ane of flhc lest clefended
ports iii the empire. in New
South Wales, Queensland, Tas-

mania, and Ncw Zealanld, grreat
nieighibouring gold (lclosits in-
crcase flhc value of the liarbou-s
as stations for cither carr1v11g on1
or protccting trade.

Stili more inmportant tlhe% have
bchind thcmi great and incrcasing
populations, capable of suppl\v1mg
adequate mneans of local defence.
It is inanifest tlîat suchi colonies

may bc a great clenient of
strength in any nation, and es-
pecially ini onc which chicfly

.. depencis foi- securit)' on naval
p)ower. Along Nvith South

1 Africa, ini the southernl herni-
- ci%-shere, thcv conîpicte w~hat 1

liave before callcd the quadri-
lateral of maritime position, which
ini the northcrni hiemisphere is re-
l)resented bv the United Kingdom
itsclf, and Cýanada, wvith thiecoin-
mnanding outlook of the latter up-
on the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans. A great sea powver, en-
joving the riglit ta their exclusive
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