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THE BAUNTED CHAMBER.
Ix thy heart thero is a chamber,—

None hut God and thou hast scen it,—
Darken’d by the sombre shadows
From the folds of thought that screen it.

On’jts walls aro many pictares
Painted by the hand of Time,

Sketches of thesc mystic regions
1n the Infinite sublime.

There are portraits of the faces
That havo passed away from carth,
Glimpsesof thoss sunny places,
Sscred to thy childhood mirth.

Of the homestead, 0)d and mossy,
Close beside the meadow %:w,
Wherd tho brooks like thréads of silver,
Vound their-graceful curve between.
. And, it is a haunted chamber,
. There the ghosts at midnight stray,
Silent as the stars that wander
Down she white-pav’'d Milky Way.

.. Youbchold the light forms trembling
. In their puro robes like a bride,
And they look 20 like the living
You forget that they have dicd.

You forget tho marble features
Of the friend you laid to rest,

You forget the palo hands folded
On a pulseless, soulless breast.

But 08 :him slewly walking
2Mid the glow life’s sunsct weaves,
When his lips dropp’d farewell blessings
As the trees their autamn leaves.

Thus comes be long since departed,
Reaching out his hands to thinc,
‘And his lips unto thee marmar
In a tone which scems divine.

Ja-this chamber stands a mirror,
Mem’ry’s lamp hangs overhead,
Throwing down a soften’d radianco

On thoso pictures of the dead.

In.ts clear depths we distinguish
What we were, and what wo are,
There our inncr life reflccted,
"Shows us hidcous or fair.

. “Oh1 tis in this sacred chamber
,. That welcarn a solema truth :
As in'links of spirit union,
- Age is joined again with vouth.
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PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITE IN INDIA.®

Indian Missions may be divided into two classes,
viz. the educationsl, or those which endeavour to
teach the higber classes by means of superior Eng-
lish achools ; and ' the popular, if I may use the ex-
pression, or those which endeavaur to reach the
commuoity atlargo (though practically, in most
instances, thej reach the lower ciasses alone) by
weans of vernacular preaching and vernacular edu-
cation. The’ great 'English schools, or colleges,

>

cstablished in'Madras, Calcutta, and Bombay, by

tho Scotch-Prosbyterians, ‘stand'at the-hesd of tho
former class ; it the' head: of the latter, which'in:
cludes almost all other missionary”efforts, * we may
safely place the missions of the Church of England
ao' Tingevelly,. -~ - - :

It cannot-bo-doubted-that the endeavoor to -dif--

fuse' Christianity among the biglier classes of ‘the
Hindoos is one of very great importance, for the
institetion of casle gives the bigbor classes greater
iofluence in India than in any other country ; but

# Conlinued from last weck. ., ..

from Bwartz’s time till vory recontly nothing was
done for them by any missionary. society. They
could not be reached, at all events they wore not
reached, by any of the agencies formerly at work :
and up to the present time it is only by means of
an English education of 60 high an order asto be
an attraction to them, that thess classes bave, in
any degree, been brought within the rango of Chris-
tisn ioHuonces, ‘Ibis plan originated with Dr.
Duff and the Scotch Presbyterians ; more recently
by some other missionary societies in some of the
principal Indian oities, not only the science and lit-
oratare of the western nations, but also the traths of
the Christian religion, are daily taught by men of the
bighest ability to thousands of the most intelligent
of the Hindd youth  This educational system had
ooly just been introduced into Madras whean [ arri-
ved in 1838, and bad not yet b. ne frait; but
about ove hundred persuns belonging to the higher
ranks of Hindd socicty have now been brought by
it into the Cbristian fold. Xt istrue that this num-
ber ig very small, compared with that of the con-
verts connected with the other system of Missions ;

very influential class, a class in which no other sys-
tem of means has borne asy fruit whatever ; and
that, as the converis of this class have kad to fight
their way to Cbrist throngh many persecutions,
many of them %avo risen to a peculiarly bigh stan
_dard of Christian excellence and devotedpess. Itis
u very interesting circumstance, that through the
inflaence and example of this class of converts,
Christiznity bas begun to spread amongst persons
belonging to the same social rank who had never
been at any wissionary school at all, or who have
been educated at schavls from which Christian teach
Jng is carefully excluded ; and it would appear that
in Calcutta this new class of converts is now more
numerous than the former. It i« alsochiefly owing
to the influcnce of English education that so many
social refurms are now making progress amongst the
higher classes of the Hindus.

This educational department of missionary effort
is far from being the only one which claims our

grear importance ; and I may be permitted to say
that it dJoes not appear very creditable, either to the

the Scoteb Presbyterians have been allowed almost
to monopolize the Christian education of the higher
classes of the Hinduis. The Church of England is,
undoubtedly, doing a great work in the rural dis-
tricts ; and in Benares, Mussulipatam, Palamcottah,
and a fow other places, the Church Missionary So
ciety has established English schools for the higher
classes ; but it is rauch to. be wished that the Eng-
lish Church put fortk more of her strength in the
cities—the seats of government und commerce—and
contributed, what she bas not yet done, her full
share of cffort towards the Christionization of the
bigh-caste Hindiis. The inequality at™ present ex-
isting is to be rectified, not by other bodies of
Christians doing less, but by the Chureh of Eng-
e land doing wore.

The Socicty for the Propagation of the Gospel
has been led by such considerations recently to es-
tablish a Mission for the higher classes in Delbi;
and more. recently still it bus resolved, at the re-
presentation of the present excellent Principal of
Bishop’s College, Caleutta, to make that instiiution
useful, not ouly for the training up for the winistry
of those who are already Christians, but for the stiil
more necessary work of converting cducated hea-
thens to Christianity.  In the Presidency of Madras
it bas not_yet dume anything in this_dircction,
though it has three institutions for the training up
of catechists, schoolmasters, 2nd native ministers ;
but I trust it will not be much longer the only
great missionary society in that Presidency which
leaves to their fate the higher classes of the heathen
youth.. The Vepery Mission Grammar Schonl, an
institution established by this Society for the educa.
tion of the Indo-British youtb, did much for the im-
provcrent of that ciass, at a time when no other
society did anything. That school bus fuifilled its
mission_and has now ceased to exigt; but I hope
that sometling will be cstablished in its room, more

| direetly tending to_tho. diffusion of Christianity

but it is to be borue in mind that they belong to a ’

amongst the heathon. A fow years ago I would
have pleaded for tho establishment in the ssmo
buildings of a thoroughly good English school, for
the bonefit of the Hindi youth, to be taught, not by
ordinary schoolmasters, but by thoroughly qualified,
dovoted English missionaries ; but st presont what
appears to be moro urgently required,—~what ap«
pears, indeed, to be the great want of all tho Pres-
idential cities at present—is an organised systom of
means for bringing Christian influences to boar
upon the minds of those Hindis who have reccived
a superior English education already, either in mis-
sionary or in Government schools, but who atill
continue heathens. This cless of persons may be
pumbered by thousands ; and every member of the
cless ean be reached through the medium of the
English tongue.  Here is a door of usefulness stand-
ing open, an exteosive rnd rich field of laber lying
vacant : which Society will have the honour of first
entering in ? : '

The other citss of Bissions, the popular or paro-
chial, as distinguished from the purely educational,
expend much money and effort or: education, espe-
cially on the education of the chiliren of the poorer
classes in the vernacular langusges; but they may
properly be regarded as @ seperate lass, inasmuch
a8 they labor for the benefit, not of the young only,
but of the people at large ; and the schools they es-
tablish are connected with, and  subordinated to,
Christian congragations.  With the exception of a
few hundred at most, the entire body of nalive
Christians may be claimed as the fruit of this system
which has been much more productive toan the
other of present, visible resuit ..

In the city of Mudras itself thare ars about 2,600° s |

converts in cornecti~.n with the various Protestant
Missions ; but when wo leave the Presidency and
travel southwards, we ghall ind a much greater
pumber in almost every province.

In the rich and populous province of Tunjore, in
connexion with the Missions of the Society for the
Lropagation )f the Gospel, which were founded by
the venerable Swartz, there is a native Christian
commuuity, comprising about 5,000 souls; and

sympathy, 23 some of its advocates appeared at one ; about halt that number are connecied with the revi-
period to suppose ; but it is certainly one ©f very | ved Lutheran (Leipsic) Mission of T'ranquebar.

Io those old Missions, .Christian life and missionary
zeal had sunk to a low puint, in consequenco of the

English people or to the Church of England, that | retention of caste distinctions ; but wihin the.last

fificen years the Gospel Propagation Society's mis-
¢ion ia Tanjore bas been. greatly pur'fied and javi-
gorated.  Lhe parochial system has been introduced
and the native congregations,brought under cfficient
superintendence ; education bas made rapid pro-
gress; ono of tho best training seminaries in the

.country has been broughs into operation ; caste, the

source of so mmany mischicfs, bas been repressed ;
and though, in consequenco of these refurmations,
especially in consequence of the systematic discou-
ragement of caste, the numbers of the Christian
comnunity have been diminished, the gain .to the
Cbristian cause has been more than equivalent.
Further south, in the adjacent province of Madu-
ra—a province peculiarly rich in bistorical associa-
tions—the American Board of Missions, a Presby-
terian and Congregationalist Socicty, .bas occupied
the field in great force.  Xremember the commences
ment of that Missivn, and happened some  years aft
ter to travel through. the provinee. At that time
not a single convert had been _made.  On return-
ing to this country three gyears ago, on my way
from Tinnevelly to Madras, I again passed tbrough
the district cecupied by that Mission, and found
that the number of natve converts had inereased in
the intervening period from a1l 10 between 4,000
and 5,000. '"Lhe interesting and hopeful movement
which is going forward i that province appears to
have originated in the influence of Tinnexeily €hris-
tianity. ~This was aduntied by the American Mis-
sivnaries thewmselves, and two of their number were
deputed a few years ago to visit Tinnevelly, and go
from station 1o stativn, for the purpose of making
themselves acquainted with the details of our mis-,
sionary system. In the same province there, aro,

several ofd congregutions connected with the Gospel, .

Propagation Soctety, and an interesting offhoot.

-from that Mission has recently been established
-amongst the Poliars of tho Palney Hills—a poor,

long-oppressed, simple-minded race, to whom the
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