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fîactress tbu ho@ lier %visies full'illed. . i.bueo dia-
rnonds arc nîagrnificenî, bail arc probably w Ill)
3,000 creuvîs. IWitth tis surn yqu itiay pay your
doble andt bo fully ro.cstablistied in yotir business
RKeep thte wooden cross as à~ tihemorini, tlit it mzly
11livayli retiiind you of your obligations tu il for dic'
comîblri you ivili enjoy.'

The excellent old nari thon proposed tu Sophy tu
.She% the cross tean jeweller in thie town, %Yho cxai-
mniuîed thie dianiotîs and rondo un estiniarc of ilîiri
valuai. 'rlite riest fse lin if lie iiiteniled teh huy
llîcm, ui -at %ital price. lTe. jewuilir sait lie
iwould pny thîrec îlousaîid crowns for Oient; oune
tlîousand ou te d.îy of purclînse, asntîter in tveh'e.
undi a titird ln eigliteeni mojîiths. This inlor,îîntiort
delighteit Sb)ply wiîo tus belielci un end t lot-î
sufferizîgsr. Site %vrote n accounit of il to lier lius
bandt tô console hîim, andi reinained iii te tuwn
until the bargrain slîould bu coiieludeit.

Two days after the jueweller catiie to thte priest to
Siî tho ng-,rceîîent, îvhielî beilig donc, lie gave a
ttoulàtld crowas -1o Sopliy in part pyînui
toolc auay te cross.

Thùe aff4ir lîowever uvas SOOfi reporici ini publie.C
*And carne 10 the enrs of Mandaini de Linden's relit-
tives. IL produced ta great commoîtion anmorgsî
tharrd. Tie hùct together te devise ilic best ineans
of recovoring 'the cross frein i te juwLýllt, and t'
aîinuliing tho contract betwecn film anit Sopliy.
$lie lierself was.ordered ta appear before the faintîy.
andit k uas wiith foui aid"trenibiing site obeyed, andt
after -etting the anivice of thte gouit clergyman, sli
was receivgd vith colt ind*iff'erence;. tlîey dit flot
cven otl'er lier a chtair tu sit dowi. WVlien ail te
fe'niîy had beefi àièmrbled ouie of thte ladies said to
Sopily,

IMy gciod wonîai, we have lîc.ard a1 very ugly
ery .abomt.y.ou, We always ltnal a grent opiniion of

.yeutr fonesty until now., andt hov is il dm1 you have
dccived. us 'ý Cati il, bu truc iaI lthe uvooden
crôss wlîîci you chose containeit a gohi cross sel
NvitJi di(ýîîîonds anit valueit by a jeuveller ut tliree
thousand crowns ? And you liait the boldiiess to
14 cep die -'rticIe aCter yen liait discovereit tis, ani
béivcr t', t'Al us one wvord about it! Now titis is
<ipon robbery, and wvu did fot expect sueit a titinla
front ýuu. Give us up die cross tîterefore, or if not,
ive are dctermned tu tak-e le.-al stops to oblige yeu
ta restore it-l'

-Mr de Hnagtn of wlîaso honesty andt disinterestuit-
es Nvi hîave spoken before-, itere observed

M3iy dàar coùsin, I coufess 1 arn fées astouisheit
at Stophiy selliiîg an article 'vhich reuîlly belongcd
'te lier, !tian 't heà~ring yohü talk in tiis mnaniier.
loi?-cout'l-you conemive thte lenst idea of Sophy's
djshonesty ? For, whlat is the quesien in dispute ?
~Vou cillicr t!r-knoivledge Sorphy's rigi*t-to have trade
lier citolce. or- 'tiov? If yon Udmit'hét- right, -and

ye ca-ni-oL -dcîy it- ivhat. hàve-you to ýcomplain of,
ro yýou remcînber your conduet on the day ive ivete

-lividitig the property, and th uiii-idiotts wvay lit
iviicli yuu uirget lier to select a drcss? .%udit weil
lit lengdil site decided on takinq tiis cross, it drelW il
p;îifui snîil* fiom you, nuit yuÜ lauglied ut lier silo

di Soplîy is a moere hlypecrite," replicit the Ilidy iii
.t furmous passon, Il ft site linew %weil %vial wts iii
%lie ~rsor bile wouiit fot have nsked il."

Il IVel, suppose sito did, said iNr (le Flnes ; tell
Ile lîon' cotîli )'OU preîînt lier from zoloutiog the
etoss ? Yoîu certaitiiy coulit ont. Andt wlit tlion
Unî -you do, or wliy du yoti comptain ? Your in-
dous suspiu*lon cf Sophy is quitu desircycit by lier
noie coudiuct te Nlzdam de Linîdetn. Il' silo %vas
IIIî1re ol thu treugtire contained ilu this cross, why
sitoulit site %vait titil tItis montent for the 1-trposo otf
selliuig il. Yoti knov lîoiv liard presset Plite uvas to
puy for lier flouse. You linow the sud stute
ofbl'r affihirg since lte l'ailure uf tiru batîker ivlio hit
Vlie enre of lier property. You haive heaid ih-at the
furmer %vtliad a11(dvanced lier %vital ivs r.ecessnry ta
support liersolf tind fiuiily, %vas on the point of self-
iuîg7 ail lier property ! undt lîov Cut You Imaiie thtt
ifslîe iiew site possesseit sticà u treasure sie Wo)uld
allow inatttrS te corne ta, suci" n crisis ? Il is con-
trutry te commun sense to heltvc it ; aind 1 canniot
suppose site uvouli [lave endurcit su tnuitl if it were
ini lier# power t0 rctricve lier affairs by tegitimato
incîans. flence, do not tell nie any more tîtut Soplîy
is a hypocrite, or that site lias npliroprinted' tu lier-
self ait nîticle whiclî dit nol belouig, to lier. Y-ét
have no rictlit-to miolest lier, unit the tuw, fer 1 huve
taken le-al anivice, is<ngt-iinst you. 1 have no%-.
elle advice to give you, and utat is, to put un enîd te
titis aifair as soori as possible, and t s.ay no more
uL6out i, for théi public, w iretidy lifiôus, leu
niticl of the ruatter, will laugli arymu in ils. turr,
wvill censure titis disteredititble conituct, -andt will
accuse you as you deserve, of a disgusting ra-
pacity."

TVie relatives of Maciam de Linden wvlo were Èa
carageit against poor Sophy, liait iôt a ivord[to say
ini reply tu this conclusive rensoning, andt kèpt a
sulleil silence Sophy wisled te adit n few sVordsill
lier own justification te titis excellent defence, but
Mr (le litîgen beggred lier to say rîotiing. Sie
therefure %vent nivoy satîstlcd, and hastcned te the
Priest ta tell him ail tat liad-occurred.. *This -wor-
tlîy ratin congratuluted lier on her tri.uînph,. andt
acîviseit lier to set out at once for lier vil luge, and. to
bringluhe tlîousand crowns ta the furmer.

Iefoelain thîe town poor Sophy went to thte
éhurch wýherc site liad formerly prayed wilî so.muelî
lervour, andt knelt on thie steps of t~hQ ve;y,,.rme
altar -at whiclî Madaîri de Linden hit.fpund, ber
twventy years belote plunge in grief n* sorrow fo
thie déadi of lier in'oîlier' Tiiere, Mis Of fraitide
floiVè' friù- heréèyds Et~ifie èeenie1ibka'ieè df-il1'tle

?bdnefiti ýbf -Oc-' 'Lord ' sinté thut .pêriod. "$jic
besougitt him to continue his mnercies to, lier andt


