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THE BIBLE IN THE CLOSET.
Mlo are continually romninded of the noces-

.sity of secret prayor. %Vu are taug,,ht that
we should both bogin and end eachi buey day
uxt the Mastor's foot. M"e hear inany liilios
cin the dluty of takitig evorytlig to God ini
prayer. This is ail vcry %veil. Not a tvord
too nîncili cati ho said on the importance of
prayor. We caninot live spiritual lives ut
ail inless wo draw the inspiration dlown froi
licaven. In our lives iin tItis world of ovil
andi struggle we are like divers ivorkitîg on
hboard of a sunken ship beneatît the waves of
the cea ; ae cat i naintaiti our lifo atnd con-
t41n1e our ivork oniy by keoping utîbroken
*commîîunication withi lîcaveti andi breatling
lieave~n's atinosplîere. "Fra-iyerijetlie Curis-
tiatî's vital breatît." Our seule ivilidie un-
lese are pray.

But it is a inistake to suppose thtat prayer
alone je suficiotît te nourislh our spiritual
life. Really itijeoiy laifof tie comniutîion
ivith Cod tlîroughi vichl woe get the refreeh-
iug ourisouls neeci. A licatiien con vert said :
-" Wlien Ipray I talk to God; whlin I
reac i îy Bible (;od taike to tie." Now it is
juet as îîeedfui to have God talk to us as it
~Is for us to talk to hinu. Y et ive are not
urged hiaîf so frequeîîtiy or ltalf se eartiestly
to read our Bibles, as part of our daily
s9piritual feeding, as wo are Wo pray. There
are iany people wlio rareiy evor carry the
Bible wvîth theun into their closet. They
drop on their kîîees a few miomnents in the
itîomniiig and imuplore G-od's blessing on thiton
for~ the day, and tîteti tlîey are up and away,
carrying no word of Goci iii their lieart as
tlîey enter the diLy's strifes and toile. Really
-thîey have liad only haîf a îîîeai, anîd are tiot
J, rcpai.cdl as they tiiglit have lieou for duty.
£hîey shiould also have caten soîno of the
ivords oif God, ana tlîeîî tley would have
beoti truly invigorated and miade strong for
titeir day's pilgrimîage.

Iii aIl ordinary cases God gives spiritual
lielp tliroughi hie Word. H-e doos not now
tailli Wo mn as lie talkud to 'Moses Oit thie
iîiount; if are would ltear arhiat lie bas te say
Wo us we mueiit open lus Word anîd read its

r ages for urseivos wvith Iisteniuig car. Alla
ie really lissonietlîiig to say to us every

tinie wve enter our clocet. 1>erliaps the day
je daa-k before us and are are goiîîg ont utot
kîoiîîng wh ich ay Wo turn. WVe cry for
liglit. Wlîat laxup ivili Lied put juite our
Liands unlese it be a precept or a promîise ?
'%Vu shahl iot caLrry any liglît witli us ont of 1
our closet if are pray only aiid do tiot open
our Bible. The pealîniet did not 8ay,
"'l'rayer is a latîp unto îîîy feet and a liglit
tinto iy patit." Oîîly God's word enu be
J6ucli a lnp alud liglit.

Or we inay hoe ini sorrow, auj ùi our quest;

for conifort wve turît away froîn rnockiîîg
Iîuinan voices anîd eipty earthly comtforte
to the closet of prayer. WVe ask God to
cînfort us. Noiw it is very sweet sonietirnes
when the sorrow is bitter and the darknees
intense just to liLy oui- lieade dlon upon our
Master's bosoin and say nothing at ail, not
eveît W pray. Tiiere je coifor ini sirnply
restiug wvithin the everlasting amis. But if
ive would get real, positive coinfort froin
God it nuat corne to us froin bis Word. To
leave the Bible cloed while wve cry to hieaven
for conifortiîig je reafly to slitit our ears to
the angel of consohation whcn hoe cornes thait
we have asked G;od to seuil W us.

In ail phases of experience the saine je
true. Frayer alone dots not fit us for living
eweetly and victoriously. We îîeed the
words of God, that we niay use them as we
hiave need. WVe have an iltuetîstion of this
ini our Lord's own experience. When lie
wvas tempted of the devil lie answered every
assault of the adversary wvith a word of
Scrivture. Ho did not reiy oni prayer alone.
but in eachi case drew out an arrow from hie
well.filied quiver, and shot it at the eneîny.
It wiil be zioticed, too, that lie did not take
ont Mis Bible thon and tiiere on the field and
look up a text Wo suit hie need; but that hoe
wvas so fainiliar ivitil thie ivorde of hie Father
that he liad but to recail froni inemory the
particular one hoe required that moment.
Thtis shows us tlîat our Lord had becîx ini the
habit of uaîting his Bible in hiie closot ait hie
early years. In the suddon tetuptations that
corne teeachi of us every dayiwe ned the
saine oquiprnont. W~e need to carry alwaye
a quiver full of arrotvs from wicih we nîay
draw at an instant's notice. If our closet
devotion consiste of prayer only we shall find
ourselves defenceiese niany a time in the
place of danger.

Thoere ie another phase of Christian life in
whichi the saine nocessity is apparent. A
great artiet, when asked hîow hie could paint
sîîch nîarvelious pictures, replied: "I drcarn
drean's anxd I see visions, and thon I paint
iny dreaiiis and iny visieins." In our seatsons
of retirenienit wvith Christ we should catch
glitupses of heavenly beauty which we niay
thon work out in act andl eiatattr as we,
live aniong our fellows; ive should dreamn
dreanis and see visions i the cioset iche
ive îîîay paint on the canvas of actual life,
that others niay behiold them. 'It is only ini
the words of God that we cati cee these
visions of heavenly beauty. These wvords
show us God's thouglits and God's, -wiii,
God's Sývishes for us, what lie wants us .to, do
and Wo be; whiat hoe himself je like; what we
are to ho in thte life that is cotuplete and
fulil. WVe need thoen to look at these divine
wlords in our sulent times, Wo ponder then
tili they open and disclose the fragment of
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