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parations were effected. For more than In the following year another attempt
30 years the servi.es of on3 minister were was made wbich proved succesaful.
ejnyed and fer 50 yoars, with surroun-1- Rev. Robert Laird was ordained, and in-

in oaiis h sm evn !Gd ducted there, on the l2th June 1860 and
broke to themn the Bread of Life, a very continued to labour until the I2thi Oct.
rare occurrence in any ef our cangrega- 1879 when bis dernision took effeot.
tions. For i9 years %Ir. Laird wrought, attend-

On the death of Dr. McCuiloch, in the ing diligently and faithf nlly to bis duties.
year 1844 Dr. Keir was, called to fill the Re. is now the ininister of Little Harbor
chair of Sysbemnatic Theology in the Sem- andi Fislher s Grant iii the lB-esbytery of

arof the Preaibyterian Church of Nova Pictou.
Scotis. This position ho heid with hoeu- On the 3Oth Jiine 1880 Rev. Geore
our until the year 1858. Ou the 22nd MeM-illan, M. A. was ordained and etili
Sept. of that year while attending the continues pastor of the cougregation.
classes at Truro ho took iii snd died Irtu Froni this short sketch it wii bie seen
presiding over the training of the minis- that but three ministers have been or-
try of the church hie had not laboured in daised over the Princetown congregation
vaiu. Young mon in 8tudying ever fouud since ita organization in 1800. It has flot
in hire a sincere friend auJ- he was ai. been eubjected to long vacancies nor fre-
w*ys rea.dy tu assiat tlîem in their work. qtient changes which of ton retard growth.
Some of the Preabyterian micisters noýw lts communion roil is the largest o' any
labouring ini the Maritime Provinces re- congrgation in the Island Presbytery
oeived their theologicai training under with an attendance cf W5 at the weoekiy
him andt wero thus prepared to, enter up. rayer me-itîgu which is net exceeded
on their life werk. hy any ceng. gation in the Maritime

In the history cf our church threo min- Provincea.
itera* reached a fifty years ministry. In contributing te the eichemes of the
The Jubilee services cf the Rev. John churchi it is the banner congrogation in
Brown were heid at Londonderry in 1845 the Prt-ibytery,raising last $5503. 0f thia
the Rev. Dr. Keir at Princetown in 185 sum mor-e than ha!! was contributed te
and the Bev. John Sprott in Musquodo- Foreign Mission Fund and net a single
boit in 1859. On theO2Oth July 1858.sotne blank is fotind inthe statistical return.
3000 fet-sons assembledl to do honour to If growth iii liberality be an evidence cf
Dr. Keir on the occasion of hi% jubilee. spiritual life in o. cçinzregaticu then
He wuas.lse presentcd witb a purse cou- Princctoivn afforde that evi-lence. Dur-
taining $548. Shertly after this evcnt ing MIr. L-tiril* pac;torat-- iii 1870,$14 per
ho passed awvay te hir, rcst and reward in xamily w-as raîsed foi- ail purpeses aud in
the 7Oth year of bis ag-e sud rccei ved that the past lb-e years there lias been a
happy plaudic, -Well donc good amd marked iiniprovemnent iu the t-ate- cf con-
faithful serv-ant enter thou into the joy cf triltution te the gne-al sehenes o! the
thy Lordl." churdic oîcinjo regula-,and -;CI-

He liv-eu to, se many changes effected Iuntary <givîîîg is w-biat is requiied in every
on the Island and wsrought wvell in thc congiegatien and it is p'aing te, note
Mast.r*s service. lu net a fcw localities hvw the stî-eanw cf liberality lia-% cf late
lie w-as the fit-st lo sow the seeds of Di- risi Nlay it stili continue to risc and
vine Truth andi w-as aiterw-ards privileged flow on deeper and wider iu ail out- con-
te see soine of these localities spring iii- gregations.
te conigregatienst. He w-as untiring in-
his efforts te advance the Redeemer's In a lecture deiivered in> Glasgow the
kingdom, taking a deep interest in the Duke (_f Ar -11 said :-In the last year
Forcîgu Mdission entel-prise and in every cf bis life Mr.I) arwin did me the houer
sceiie that teiidcd te the interests cf of calling upon me in London, and I had
Clîriit's cause, a long and interesting conversation with

Aftuî- Dr Keir's death supply was gi- that distinguished observ-er o! nature.
eni ly the Presbytcry and on the 22nd In the course o! conversation I said it
June 1869 a cal! w-as înodei-ated in which was impossiblc te look at the ssonderfui
caine out in fas-our ef MNr. Williamn Keir processes of nature which bc had obser-sed
son cf the former niinu3ter. Mýr. Keir,prin- wsithout seeingz that they were the effect
cipally on aceutnt cf phytic.. debility, and expression cf mmnd. I shall nes-er
decliiiedl acepting it, and nfterward en- forget Mr. Darwin's answer. lHe Iooked
te.cd thL: uioditcal profeission. Though at nie bard and said, 'W ell, it often
the hopes of the people were dlistappoint- comes over me %vith ozeowering force
ed, yct they did net gis-e way te dis- but at other timcs (an he shook bis
pondency. heai) it sesms te go away."
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