
silver aud lhuat prioas.
lu the curreat number of tho Rtevue (les

deux Mondes, M. P. P. Deheran, professer in
the sthool of agricultura at~ (rig-nan, devotes
N0 pages ta an article on " Science and Agri-
culture." W'hite a largo part of the dis-
cussion is of mnore in terest ta thc fariner than
tho miller, thoe is much which cannot fa.it
te interest all concerniod with tho sale of fleur.
The gist of bis tbought is founid in the
followiflg paragiapha:

11Durinq 189 1, tho laut year for wh ich wo~
bave preciso information, 17,2638879 acres
wmr dovoted ta wheat oulturLI in France, the
average return per acre beiF 19.5 bus, and
the total cr3p more than 335,5O000 bas, or,
ie weigiît, over 10,000,OCO tans. Thou aver-
age onceo per huchei was 81.07, nraking the

Stotal value of the grain M35,980,000. Tho
ctraw added 21,800,givitig a total of
,k574,868,000 for the entire crop. This crop
o! 18s1 n'as exceptional. The average yield
for trio preceding 29 years was 297,000 L00
hueI. The average value of the sîraw and
grain xvas S-105,M'0,000 .

"'Tan years aga, agriculturists declared
tluat the prico of wheat was bolow the cost ot
production. From 1875 ta l8e2. the price of
wheaý was $1 40 per bu; in 1888, 81.91 ; ini
1681, $1.21. Dturiug the period, the cost of
production n'as $1.40. lManifestly. tarmers
ceuld nul go on raisin,- wheat ait a los,- Ilfo
was ail alarming situation, whi2biz nust ho
peedily mot. Without hositation, the drap
in prico n'as attributed to tho importation of
fortien wheat, and, notwithstanding ebe
iegitiiIutw raüpugnianc wbich domotratie
asseinbies toit ton ard an artificial iincreaso
ie the luriceofu the grain wvbich forms the
basis af national alimentation, protectiaiîist
ideas, 'vere tSa strong ta ho resisted. T1he
duties per '220 Ibs ou îîaported xvheat wero
first 8 francs, then 5 francs aiîd thon 7 fr~ancs.

"T>'ough, frein 1887 tu -bb8, the sel1ling
price per hushel waz 31.26, and ovan rose ta
Sl.83 in 1890, and passed 81.4') in the lied
year of 1891, ;ainco that tueo, and notwit,.
staDdiiLg the oxtraordinary protectivo duties,
the price feu1 to 81.25 in 189, 31.16 iii 1898,
$1.07 iii 1891 and 98r, ini 1895.

".Mani!estly, the dutias were pan enicas ta
inaintain the lurice as high as had beeni hoped.
It is %çeli tu notice, f urthor, that this par-ais-
tent Iom ering lias nlot produced the disastrous
effects predicted, and that the cultivation of

bhoat bas ual beau abandaned in Franco.
s it ean ho suppased that agriculturalists

istluproucng ta loss, àt must ho ad-
iuedt hai th figure usemi ta farce a liesi-
tieg pa liamen was orroneous, and that the
t uf production is flot $1.40 par bu.
*Ther<n," xrhat is it ? It is importe~nt

being, clearly cutallisba-d, tho metliod of
combatine the difficulties against whîcli ive
strive to-day xvill ho plainly in<icated.''

Al. Deean theon goas inta a lor.g anI
interestiiîg discussion o! wheat-gron'iîg in
France, guvîi g ils, lii4;tÀoy auud tfie uwothods
fallowed iu reaching the more satîsfaetory re-
stults of the present rime. Ifle points eut that.
frein theo arliost times there were periods ut
faminle; tîjat, xvithout tlîo cause beiug kno'an
the crop otten faîled ; that at no tiîne was
there enough -nvbeat to fumnish hroad tor the
people. lie shows that, without knowiug the
reason xvhy, the farmner learned ta fertilize
the soif aîîd ta ratato blis cropq. Ife tlion
shows the improvemerit brauglit about by the
experimeiîîal schools, says that a bcionitifie
iniquiry int the soui conditians necessary ta
suemsf! il crops bas been a great beneifit,
spcaks of the experimaents with sead whipats
in different parts o! Franco, nuit tho dis.tribu-
tion thercof, and, finailv, ut the uîucreasû in
yiold tbrough reapers and threshers, wtbieli
have grattually corne into use, cspccially in
thoso sections, îvhere sbowers are frequient and
tha wheat oftn sjioiled by lying longô in the
field. lHe shows the di fferenco iii yiold ai the
qeclool at C'iguiai anîd the ordinary farr, tho
former beiug fa in advanco, prcsuînahly
thrraugli improved sciet'nific methud-3. lie
Fays. "Tlîr.ughl the yiold conîtinue,, te in-
crease, haûve %te any assurance i bat tîîe prico
nill "c t contintue ta decreaqe? Wa \V iow nut
what the end will bo."

Tho fluctuations ir the pnice, of -wheat
are very curions M. 1). Zujîla bias lcft us a
record o! those fluctuations in CGrie' te in -iin
durîngè- th, second hiai! o! the eiôliteeuth
century, and, though they furnish ouly local
itfrutation, tha variations la price ara
interesting. From 17411 ta 171. the price
n'as x'ery tow, rit tba beginning o! tijis î,cniad
hoiug only 10c par bu. thoni risin- to 79c
tramn 1746 ta 1750. At the eiîd ot tis period,
it feli again. reacbing 6)9c, tlue averago for
tho 20 yeans being 78c. Proin 1766 te 1790.
the prico rose mnail itreachedSt.15. During
tAie ilrat 80 years;, te increasýe la pnica cuu-
inuad. the average f or tbe uvîîole uf France
hoing St.6I. From 1820 ta 1850, the price
iras Ion', the average beiîg M~3. 1'raducers
becomo ré-qtlfs, bJamiun gforeigi importations,
aîîd thair clamera dc-ci ded the establishmetun
o! the slding -cale. From 18ý50 ta 187.5, nat-
withstanding that, duriu)g thie end 01 that
pemiod, tort igar grain iras adinitted xvithot
dutias. tho increaça coiitiîîued, the prieo
reacltîzug $1.59. ButI during the noxt 20
years thîe price felit ta S1.3-5. The dax'case
irs liat confined lx) France, hut aftactcd
Etiglauud and Gcnmany, as %velI.

IAs has been said, the fluctuations in
pnico bave no relaitn to, impt rtatiàis. The
latter e cily apçueared under the Rlestamation
auxd ar) coisiderable duning tAxe peiods of
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!scarcity simnpîY, Wvhou higb prices insure
Profit Wa unporters. It is, theretaro, ire-
poss ible to throw light upoîî tho canses or the
enormous Iluctuetti<nîs in the prico of grain ?

" Tho price of merchandiqe varies with its
abundance or scarcity, but also with the
abutidance or sc'ars'ity of the precious mtls
wivhîc serve ta acquire, it. If, from year te
year, tho quantity of metai monoy romains
fixed, 1 will give less if the grain bû abundant
than 1 xvili if it bo scarce, and, reciprocally,
if the quantity of grain remains invariable,
but if the woight of precious metals put in
circulation increaseq, 1 will ive more for the
sanevie wit otgraini. The itiercase in price
is dotcrmined cither by the scarcity of
mnerohanidise to bc purchasod or by the abuni-
(lance of the matai which buys it, and the
decrease by the contrary conditions. It ia
curious ta note that the rise iii price at the
end of the eighteontb century coincided with
the introduction jta Europn of a consider-
ala mass of ;iiver from Spanish America,
and that of 1850 followed the discovory and
e.\ploitation of gold iii Calîtornia.

IlThe presnnt docreas seemns ta be due te a
cause of the saine order, eveti though appos-
ite in priîncipla. Beg-inniing with 1878,
severai couintries became monometalists.

hoe enormous quantities of sîlvar uscd up ta
that tume ceased ta ho legal tender Gold
alone sufficed, and it was insufficietur, in
hîuantity. Lesm was, therefore, paid for aiven quantity of merchandise than for
sf3'7eral years preceding thiî time. The de-
cireaso ia price was the natumai cotiqeQuerie-

&I il E.iruoo find tire ineans of restoring
ta silver tho role it has played, conjointly
wxitiî gold, durîng su manly years? Will the
gold mines o! Central Africa throw upon the
market a sufficient quantitv o' precious
motal ta, fii the void caused hy the rotreat
of silver?

'-Tiesc are questions I ain nat able ta dis-
cuss, because they do nethbelong ta the dunnin
of agriculture, whose mission bas been te
bring about the production in France of a
sufficient amouint of grain to insure, the feed-
iîî- of the peoî'lo. \Vhile, tram M820 to 1&'24,
the crops were so sînail as te beave a large
part of the population without wvlîeaten bread,
to-day t.he quantity produced iiearly suffices
for a consuilption wilich is now more than
275,Uuo,00 buis. This is a progress of which
the Frenchi agriculturalist lias season ta be

proud."Louis H. GiasoN.

Tire first annual Dominion furniture, ex-
position will ho field ia Toronta fram August
'il ta Septomber 12, uext. A conventior of
retait fumniture dealers ili tue held during
the second wcek et the exhibition. For par-
ticulars3 write Wm. 1B. Rogers, 95 Yon&o
street, Toron~to,
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