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BED RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

The government has finally declared its in-
tontion to do nothing in the matter of the Rod
river improvements. This will be a great dis.
appointment to the people of Manitoba in gen-
eral and Wionipeg in partivular. This is reaily
a very important work, and it has been pressed
upon tho attention of the governmen: for such
a long period, that thoeo interested aro becom-
ing disheartened. Several times n show has
beon made of doing something in tho matter,
and then again it has dropped. In Parliament
last week the minister stated quite plainly that
the governmeut bad no intention of doing any-
thing in che diveotion of undertaking thoe worl:,
either preliminary or actual In reply to Mr
Martin, in the house last week, Hon, Mr, Oui.
met vepeated the old statoments about the dif-
ference in the opinion of the engincers as to the
coat of the work, which is made usaof as an ox-
ouse for inactivity. * When the government
was satisfied on this question,” he said, * and
has available means, the matter will receive
serious consideration,” ‘Lhis is very small hope
for those who hoped for something practical at
an early date. The government evidently has
no intention of satiafying itself as to the costof
the work, or a thorough survey wovld have
been made long ago. Manitoba will, undonbt.
edly, have to wait au indefinite time before
this important work is undertaken.

Freight Rates and Trafic Matters.

The steamship Phoenix from Messina arrived
at Moxutreal on April 26 with 32,000 boxes of
orapges and lemons. She is the first steames to
arrive this seasvon, and is a week earlier than
tho first last year. She was delayed in the Gulf
by floating ice and sustained some damage from
coming in contact with it. The aloamship Tiber
left Montreal on April 25 for St. Joho, Nfld,
being the first vesssl to put to sea from this
port this season.  Six barges of the Montreal
Transportation company arrived down from
Kivgston on April 25 with 120,000 bushels of
wheat for W, W. Ogilvie. This is the first
consignment of grain to arrive this season.

The Chicago Daily Trade Bulletin of April
23 rays: Rail rates are 2aid to be faitly main-
tained at 20c per 100 pounds for flour and
grain to New York, and 30c for provisions.
Through rates to Liverpool were slow and eas.
jer at 9 to 24.56¢ per 100 pounds for flour, 11 95¢
for a heat, and }14c per bushel for corp, and
41 to 46.88c per 100 pounds for provisions.
Tbrough rates via lake and rail to New LKag-
land points were easier, at 8%c per bushel for
corn, and 5ic for oats. Rates to New York
were lower at bic for corn, and to Philadelphia
53c. The demand for vessel room for Butfalo
was moderate and rates declined } to Ic for
corn, and ljc for wheat. Charters were alao
made to Port Huron at lc for coro,

Navigation is open at Dulath. The Duluth
Market Report of April 21 eays: The Western
Transit Line steamship W. H, Gratwick No.
2, arrived in port last eveniong in a denso fog.
Her master reported no trouble with ice or
the way up. Early this morning the Cadorous
cams into port and about noon to.day the
Centurion and Gilbert arrived. The first boat
to arrive Jast season was the G. W, Roby, on
May 9.

The roads carrying wheat from St. Paul and
Minneapolis to Boston have made a reduction
in the rates between these points to 30 cents
per 100 pounds, This will reduce the all-rail
rate from Winnipeg to Boston to 48 cents, in-
stead of 54 cents as formerly.

A bill has been introduced in Parliament by
Mr. Mclean, of York, to pwsent railways

from charging moro than two cents por milo
for passongers, The proposed act is to apply
in tho province of Qutario only, east of Vort
Arthur. .

The Montreal Trade Bulletin of April 20
says: —** Grain freights are easy, scarcely hall
tho space that was engaged at this tune last
year having so far been taken. London is

uotod at 15 6d to 1s 94 ; Bristol, 1s 0d to 2s ;
?.ivorpool. 1s 6d to 1s 91; and Uinsgow, 1s 6d
to 18 94. Tho Coantinent is quoted at 23 to 29
34, Io deals wo learn of two or thico vessols
belog engaged on tho other sido at 42 6d from
this port, but shippers hore are only biddiog
408 to 418 3d. Most of the regular ltners have
contracts at 40s, Incattle it is uunderstood
that one or two engagements have been made
at 45s Liverpool, but rates have not yot been
fully established. Hay is quoted at 40s to 42s
6d by regular linors, and an engagewent is ro.
ported by an outsided steamer at 37s 6d.

Insurance aud Financial Notes.

A featuro of the Commercial Bank liquida-
tion at Winnipeg {s the following: At the
court recently the claims of criditors waro pro-
coeded with., In one case a man having §1,800,
which he feared his creditors would got to hear
about, deposiied the amount in the bank ina
fiotitious name; ho now applies for payment in
his own name.

The annual report of the Sun Life Assurance
Company of Canada, a summary of which ap-
pears in this issue of The Commercial, makos a
satisfactory showing, the year being one of the
best the company has yot enjoyed. Applica-
tions for new jusuracce were nearly §1,000,000
greater than the previous year, aund the assets
of the company appear to be in oxcollent shape.
This company has had a prosperous carcer, and
at the close ot another year will have over
$£J0,000,000 of assurance in force.

The government bill to amend the insurance
act was introduced in the senate at Ottawa last
week. It limits operations of foreign and as.
sessment insurance companies by providing
that no licento shall be issued enabling compa-
nies to do business on the assessment p'an unless
it has five hundred applications for insurance
to the amount of $5,000, and stipulates that
life insurance shall not be carried on in connec
ticn with other insurance business.

The scheme of insuraunce established through
the co-operation of a number of Winnipeg
whclesale dealers, which wos explained in The
Commercial a short time ago, has beendropped.
The object was to encourage merchan's to carry
more iunsurance by providing a plan of insur-
ance ata low cost for stocks of goods only. It
is the inteation to endeavor to re organizeon a
somewhat different basis. The prejectors wish
to secure the guaranteo of a certain amount of
insurance before the company is declared ready
for buriness, while under the old plan policies
were accepted at once. A re arrangement of
rates has also been made.

Besults of Irrigation.

The following introduvctory article tv a pam-
plet recently issued by the Northern Pacific
Railway compauy, descriptive of the Yakima
vallay, state of Washington, tells of what has

*been accomplished by means of irrigation :—

Tte 0ld saw that the desert hasbeen made to
blossom as the rose has been 80 often applied to
various parts of tho weat that it has become
trite and hackneyed. It is, nevertheless, a very
compact and forcible, as well as truthful, way
of expressing a fact that, like history, has re-
peated itself over and over again throughout
the waat,

Tho general—and especially the eastern idea.
ot a stretch of country where the only thing to
be seen in the way of trees and shcrubbery is
the ecraggly and neutral tinted sago-brueh, is
that it is a ba: 2n waste, worthlessand useless,
and that, hike the old Hobraic idea of Nazareth,

nothing good can como out of it, As the old
focling about Nazaroth was, s0 tho modern no.
tion about sago brush land is—a popular
delusion.

The truth is—and mark it well—~that the
moat forcilo land in the west {sa sage brush
patch, and tho larger tho sage brush the better
the land.  Suoh aroas lack but ono eloment to
transform tho unsightly, dreary wasto intoa
fortilo plain, a luxuriant field, a flowory vale.
That ono thing is water, and its effect is
magical,

The Mormons wero the first in recont times
to enter upn this transforming procoss on a
largo scale in our own couatry, In their
caso it was a malter of lifo aud death, and
was forord upon them by their environment.
The experimont was next tried in California,
and theo in Colorado.

This transformation was effocted by, and tho
oxperiment consisted in, conveying upon these
sago brush or sandy lands, us tho case might
be, i a region where the natural rainfall was
sadly deficient, tho water from running stroams
which fesued from the canons, or from lakes
and natural reservoirs. And this wasirrigation.

Long before the Mormons or anyons olse
thought of or Emoticod ivcigation, it wasin use
in the far southwest. That aucicnt race, that
in the dim past populated the mesas and sun-
scorchod valleys of Arizna snd contignous
territory, and that has been such a puzzlo to
archeologists and others as to who they were,
from whenco they came aud whither they went,
has left behind it irrigation cauals of suok
mogaitnde and enginecred with such ability
that thoy cannot beimproved upon,

Within a decado tho irrigation problem has
jumpad to the frons in a manner that knew no
bounds, and the general goverament has ex-
poaded hundreds of thousands of dollars i a
most elaborate and scientifis investigation of
the many phases of the question,

As was natural, the subject of irrigation, its
Jistory and methods, i’ costs, its results, its
<eneral practicability to given localities, was
Urst taken up in earnest in the southwest.
Here tho summer days were long and hot;
the rainfall but a moiety of whuat was neees-
sary to moturs crops ; mauy of the creeks
scarce were born ere they dived out of sight in
the hot sands to cooler strata below; the evapo-
rotion was 80 great that the usefulness of the
few ranniog = strecams found was greatly
lessened.

Was thers any way in which irrigation coald
help them? In default of the smaller water
courses, could the few largo rivers be used to
romedy the coudition of affairs and render
them to n certain extent independent of
gther localities and make farming, fruit rais-
ing, ote., profitable? It was found that irriga-
tion had an ancient origin. That it was inuse
loog before the Christian ers. Iigypt, Fhoeni-
cia, India, Spain, Rome, China and a long list
of other countries have prssessed and now
pessess irrigation works on most extevesd and
costly scales. It was argued that what they
(t:ould do we could do, and the argument was

rue.

From that day to this the progress in irriga-
tion, the immense sums experded in cauals,
dams and reservoirs, the engineering difficul-
tics surmounted, the ways and means success-
fully devised te moet partienlar conditions, the
great area of fertilo and arablo lands, other-
wise perfectly worthless, that havs been re-
claimed, and the general advancemeunt in the
science in all parts of the arid and semi-arid
rogion has Leen simply astounding. From
Arizona and California to Oregon, Washington
and the Dakotas, the good work has gone on,
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A now thing in suspenders is tuo *‘Chester”
and tho “Worker” brands.  This is an adjust-
able suspender, on a new principle, which com-
bines flexibility and strength, which ars the
?rincipal requisites in a comfortable suspender,

t can aleo ba sold at a low figure, Jas, Hall
& Co., wholesalo mits, gloves, eto., Winnipeg,
have the control of the new line here, -



