
RED) RIVER IMPROVEMiENTS.'
Thé governeant bas finally declared (te In-

tention ta do nothlvg la thé malter ai thé Rail
river impraveménts. Thie ivili bé a great dis.
appélntment ta thé people ai Manitoba in gen-
fi-ai andI Wlnnlpig ln partilýuIar. This le really
a very Important work, antI it has béén pressed
upan thé attention af thé governmcn* for snoh
a long perlofi, that thora lntercetefi ara bccom-
ing dishcartened. Several timee a show bas
beén made af doing somethiag ln thé matter,
andI then égaléà it hae droppédl. lé Pai-liament
lait week thé minister stated quito piainly flhat
thé govertimet hiait no intention ai daing any-
tbing lé &ho direction of undertaking thé warl.,
elîhér prolimiary or actual la rapiy té Mr-
Marii, lé thé bouse font wcek, lion. Mr. Oui-
met repeated the aid statoments about the dif
Ici-once la thé opinion af thée ugineers as ta thé
cet af thé work, which ls made usé af as an ex-
cuse for iuactivity. IlWlén thé goverament
was satisficd an buis quastian,' ho amaid, IlandI
has availabla means, the mnatter wiil recélve
serions consideratian."' This le vtry small hopo
for thosa wha hoped for something practical nt
an eanly date. Thé gavaramant evidéntiy lias
né intention ai setinf yin& it4éli as ta thé caît ai
thé wark, or a thorougli eurvey wavld haive
been matIe long ego. Manitoba will, undonbt-
edly, hava ta wait au indefinite timé bêaie
this impoi-tant ivork le undertakeon.

Freiglit Rab«,tus and Traffii Iatters.
Thé eteaniehip Phoenix lrom Messina arri.'ed

at Montreal an April 26 with 32,000 boxes ai
orangea and lémont. She la the firbt steame- ta
arrivé thia seasun, antI le a week earliér than
thé fi-et last year. She was délayed ln thé Gulf
by floating (ca andI suetained sème damage tram
comning ié contact with lb. Thé socamBhip Tiber
leit Montreal on April 2.5 for St. Joiin, NiltI,
bcing tbé fi-et venti ta, put t0 seat tramn thia
p ort this seairon. Six barges ai thé Montreal
Liransportation company arrivedl dowé tramn
Kingston an Apnil 25 with 120,000 buehels ai
wheat for W. W. Ogilcie. This ls thé first
coneigament ai grain ta ai-riva thie season.

The Chicago Daiiy Trado Bulletin af April
23 eays t Rail ratui are eaid ta hé fairly main-
tained at 20e par 100 pounida for fi3ur and
grain ta New YGik, andI SOc for provisions.
Through rates ta Liverpool weré slow andI eu.-
ier at 2Û ta 24.6oa per 100 poonde fo- goui-, 11 95o
for -Aihent, and lieo per bushél for coi-n, antI
41 ta 46.88o per 1130 pounde for pi-arisione.
Through rates via laké andI rail ta New Log-
land points were casier, at Sîc ppr bushel for
corn, and I5je for aats. Rates ta New York
wera lower at bîc for corn, antI ta Piîiladelpiia
5je. Thé demand for vessel rooni for Buffalo
was moderato and rates declined j ta le for
can, andI lie for wbeat. Charters were alta
made ta Part Huron at le for corn.

Navigation ie open at Duluth. Thé Duluth
Market Repart ai April 21 says: Tha lVstern
Tranisit Lino stearr.ship W. fi. Gratwick No.
2, arriyed in port last evéning in a dense fog.
fli- master reported no troubla with ice on
thé way up. Early tii morniag the Cadorous
came inta part andI about cooa to-day thé
Centurion and Gilbert arrived. Thé fi-st boat
ta ai-rivé last seanon wae thé G. W. Roby, on
May 9.

Thé roands carrying whéat frram St. Paul antI
Minneapolis te Boston hava madIe a réduction
la thé rates bétweeé thésa points ta 390 cents
per 100 pande. This will reducé thé aIl-rail
rate fi-arn Winnipeg ta Bostan ta 48 cents, la-
atead af 54 cents ns formcrly.

A bill bas been intraduced la Parliament by
Mr. icLean, of Yor-k, ta pia.>ent railways

tram charglng moi-a than two conts par Mile
for passangérs. Thé praposed act le% to apply
In thé province ai Ontario only, eaut ai lart
Arthur.

The Montrfal Trado Blleétin ai Agpiil 20
says -" Grain freights are easy, scarcely hall
thé eps-p that was engoged et tis titné Let
yenr having so far beau laluni. Landau le
quoted at le Cdt ta le 91 ; Bristol, la 9.1 ta 28
Liverpoiol, le (Cd ta le 91; antI t4laasgéw, le Gd~
ta le 9J. The Cantinent le quoted at 2@ ta 2î
33J. Ié deals wa ca-n af two- ar thrca vassaes
belng engaged an thé nîher aida at 42o OCd frarn
thîs part, but ahippérs haro are aniy liddirog
40s ta 1 Ls 3d. Most of thé régular liners hava
contraca ai 40a. la cattlé lb fi uniderstood
that ona an twa engagements havé beau made
nt 459 Liverpool, but rates have nat yat béen
f nlly estabîlebled. l-lay le quotod at 40s ta 42%
(id by régular linars, andI an engagement le ré-
ported by an ont eldet steamer nt 37a C3d.

Insuirance and Fînaucial Notes.
A, Mature ai thé Commercial Bink liquida-

tion at WVinnipeg le thé foilowing : At thé
court recéétly thé laims of criditars wéra pro-
céeded wlth. Ia one case a man having $ll'80,
whîch hé féared hie ored (tors would gét ta er
ahaut, tIepasilted thé amounit in thé bank ln a
fiotîtione name; ha éow appîlos for piymént la
hie own nome.

Thé annal repart ai thé Son LUe.4,unranca
Company ai Canada, a eurnmiry ai whlcb ap.
puare in this issue of Thé Commercial, moas a
satisfaotory ehowing, the year belng one of thé
béat thé eornpany bas yét enjoyed. Applica-
tions fai- naw Insurance wcra éearly $ 1,000,000
gréatér than thé provieus yean, antI thé assets
of thé comp3ny appear ta bêl inaxcellent ebtipe.
This company bas had a proilpérons carter, antI
at thé cloge af another yéar wii hava avor
SJ0,000,000 of assurance in loi-ce.

Thé govéraimeat bill ta aménd thé insnrance
act waa mtraduced lé thé benate at Ottawa Léent
wéek. It limite opérationis.o! foreigé andI as-
sesment insurance compactes by provldiag
that no licéne shahl bé issued enabling compa-
niés ta do bueincess on the assesment plan unioes
it bas fiv hundréd applications for insurance
te thé amount oi $5,000, antI etipulatés timat
111e insurance shall not bé carricd on in connuc
ticé with other inaurance business.

Thé achéa af insuranca éstablithed thraugh
thé ca-openation ai a numnbén ai Winuipez
wvht.lesale dealers, wvhich was explained lé Thé
Commercial a short tinme aga, bas béen di-pped.
Thé abject was to encouragé merchansa ta carry

moeinsuranco by providing a plan ai insur-
ance at a low cet for stocke of goode only. lb
(s thé intention ta éndeavor ta i-e organiza on a
soméwhat différent buais. Thé prc'jectars wieh
ta secure thé guarantea af a certain amount ai
insut-ance béfore thé cornpany le declared rrady
for butiness, whilé nder thé aId plan policies
wéré acceptéd at once. A ré arrngement ai
rates bas alto been matIe.

Resuits of Irrigation.
Tha iollowing introductory article Wa a pain-

plot recently issued by thé Nai-theré Pacifie
Railway compiny, descriptive ai thé Yakima
valley, state ai WVashington, telle ai what bas
béen accamplished by means ai irrigation :

Thé aId saw that thé desent bas been matIe ta
blosson as the rasé bas been no olten appliéd ta
varions parts ai thé weat that il bai becorne
trite antI hacknéyed. It le, éeverthelets, a very
compact andI foi-cible, as wéil as truthini, way
ofiexpressing a fact that, liké Matai-y, bas ré-
péated itséli aver antI over égalé thr-oughout
thé W23t.

Thé genénal-attid especialiy thé caseré ides.
ai a etrétch ai country whoea thé only thing ta
hé acén la thé way ai trocs antI ahrubbéry la
the scraggly and neutral tinted saga-brnsh, ls
that it ls a bat -n %vaste, worth!éss andtiséls,
andI thrit, like the aid lUabraie idea ai Nazareéth,

nothlng gond eaui comae ont af It. As the aid
feeling about Nazareth wau, no the Modern no-
tioni about saga brush landi le -a popular
dolusion.

The truth le-andI mark Il welI-tbat thé
Most fertile landI ln the weit il a "Agi brneh
pat;;h, and thé larger the sage brueb the botter
the land. Snob ai-oas laok but one élément ta
transfarrn the unslghtiy. dri-ary waté into a
fertilo plain, a luxuriant fieldI, a fiawory valo.
That ana thlug 1s water, anid !ta efféot la
mamieal.

1 ho Mormons waro the firet In récent times
ta enter upin this transformnîlg procees on a
largo scalo in aur owé country. In their
casa It was a malter of Ille antI deatb, antI
was forcpd upon thém by thef r enviroument.
Thé axparimunt was next tricd ln California,
anid tban ln Colorado.

This transfarmation wae elffctéd by, antI thé
éxperiment consisted ini, conveyirrg upon thèe
saga brush or saney lands, Las thé case might
hé, It, a region whera thé naturel raintal waes
eadly défiaient, thé water tramn running straami
whioh lsuad fram thé canons, or tramn lakes
and natural resérvoire. AndI this was irrigation.

Long beforo the Mormons or anyone aist
thought ai or practicad irrigation, it wasina use
in the far eouth wet. That analont racé, that
lIn the <ilipat populated thé Mouss andI sua-
scorched valicys of Ar:z ina and conti nous
torritary antI that bast beau suoh a puzzle ta
aroheologislot andI othars as ta who they wéro,
tram wheno they camé and whither t;hey went,
bas lefit bahind IL, irrigation canais af suoli
mageltndé and ongineered with suob abiiity
that théy cannot be impraved up)n.

Within a décade the irrigation problema bas
juropid ta thé frant in a manner that kéaw no
bolndo, antI thé gêneral gu)veramént bas cx-
pénded huiqdréds af thanianda of dollars in a
most elaborate andI solentiÙ3 Investigation af
thé many phaies af thé question.

As was natural, the subject ai irrigation, its
-istary andI methéde, F13 caste, ite results, its

~éea racticability ta given localitées, was
..re taen up in earnest in thé southwest.
itré thé summér days ivere long and hot -
the rainfail but a moiaty af wbmt was neees.
aiy ta mqtura crop3 ; many af thé creeke
acarca we bora era they dlved out ai sight in
thé bot ands ta cooler strata below; thé évapo-
ration was s0 great that thé usénfulness af thé
few runniog strearne found was greatly
lessened.

Was thére any Nçay in which irrigation could
beli thémn? In deteult ai thé enialler water
courses, cauld thé lew largo rivera be used ta
remedy thé coidition af affaira and reédér
themt ta a certain exten- indépendant af
other localities antI make farmning, fruit rais-
'ngetc., profitable? t wvas fonnd that irriga-
tion. haed an ancient origin. That it was la usé
long bêlai-e thé Christian er&. lEgypt, t'boenf-
cia, India, 9paiu, Rame, China and a long Lit
ofailier cauntries havé psseséd andI ne3w
poces irrigation works nu mont extencéd andI
coitly scalés. It was orgueil that what t;hey
conld do we conld do, andI thé argument was
truc.

Fra'n that day ta ibis thé pragreas in irriga-
tion, thé immensa sumo exper.ded in c-inais,
dams andI rervaira, thé engineeting dillicul-
tics surmounted, thé ways andI mens aucceiis-
f ully devised ta moet particnlar conditions, thé
great ares, af fertile and arable lande, other-
iis perfectly worthlées, that bave been re-

cléimed, and thé genéral advancement lé thé
science in ail parts of thé atid and semi-arid
rogian bias Len slmply ast;ounding. From
Arizona andI Caili-nia ta Oregan, Wâshinglon
anid thé Dakatas, thé good wark bas gont an.

A néw thing in susender. la the "Chester"
and thé "Worker" brande. Tbis ia an adjéet-
able suspéndér, an a new principle, wbich com-.
bines fiaxibility andI slrength, 'which are thé
principal requlaites iii a camfortable suspender.

caun also ba sold, at a low figure. Jas. liall
& Co., wholesale mite, glavée, etc., Winnipeg,
hava the central of thé new lino litea
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