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weoll if placed belween two shoets of blotting paper and ironed. The iron
must not bo too hot. Tho socrot of pressing flowoers and leaves is to fra-
quently change the paper in which thoy are placed and to avoid too sudden
pressuro st first,
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'I'he genoral condition of trado affairs has continued to be without material
change, though the markots in all dopartmonts have oxhibited n fair degroe
of activity, and the distribution of merchandiso has boen satisfactory. lo-
cally paymonts arc woll met, but roports from the west continuo to bo unsat-
isfactory. A crisis in financial matters appoars to impond in that soction of
the Dominion, and, though it may not directly aifect tho status of our mer-
chants in tho Maritimo Provinces to any great extont, still the results of any
genersl trado disaster in any postion of Canada must be folt throughout.

The weathor continues to bo very backward, and frosts moro or leas hoavy
aro exporionced ovory night. This, with tho lack of rain, which is beginning
to boseriously felt, rotards farming operations, and many porsonsof oxperionce
aro predicting s very short hay crop. Tho country very much noeds haavy,
warm rains, intersporsod with sunshine, to forward the crops. Somo raie foll
here on Tuesday and Wednesiday, was warm and moist, but wo do not know
whethar the much needed moisture oxtonded far up the country.

It is eaid that considerablo quantities of hay are atill held in somo sections
of this province. If thut is truo thero will be no absolute want of that kind
of cattle food for a while.

Tho new contractors aro doing a good deal of work on the City Hall that
does not show, because it mainly cobsiats of tearing duwn tho bad work of
thoir predecessor. Thoy have a cunsiderable force on, and promise that, ae
800D 88 thoy have cleared up things, they will rush the building up rapidly.

The health of tho German Emporor appears to bo decidedly improving,
and, as his tondencies are known to be pacific, this fact gives n stable tono
to the European trade that it did not possess while his life hung, as it wore,
in the balance. A goneral European war is not now as imminent as it has
appeared at any time during the past dozen years, and business intorests are
not threathened with disruption to any great extont at present.

A Montreal paper remarks as follows : —* Owing to slow collsctions on
the part of country storckeepurs in Ontario, it is anticipated that ronowals
with wholesalo houses will bo numerous botween now and next October. At
least, that is what sowe of our large dry good houses look forward to, and
consequently have oxercised a great deal of caution in filling their orders of
late. Wo have mado it a point to interview travellersin diflorent lines of
business who have recently returned from tho West, and they have invaria-
bly informed us, that trado partakes of a vory unfavorablo aspect iu Ontario,
owing to overtrading on the ono hand, and a scarcity of farm produce on the
other hand. It is to be hoped however, that us scon us choesc production
gots into full swing, and causes our shippers to realizc on botweon $150,000
and 8250,000 of English oxchange per week, thet an improvement will be
experienced in remitlances from the West, which have latoly beon oxceeding:
ly disappointing.” The Halifax Sugar Refinery has shut down temporarily
~—owing it is reported to a difficulty with Mr. Dustan ss to water supply.

Tho following aro the assignments and business changes in this Provinco
during the past woeek :—J. H. Margeson, druggist, Halifax, decoased, and
stock, etc., sold out to Irwin & Som. Wallace Maling, vicinaller, Halifax,
assigned to Wm. A. Maling. Wm. Blair & Co., bottlers, Amheist, about
solling out to Geo. D. McCsllum of Sprning Hill. Kenneth M. Soloman,
gen. storo, Acadia Mines, essigned in trust.

Dry Goops.—The dry goods market has been fairly active and a good
trade accomplished in reasonable goods. No apparent change has occurred
in staple goods, but a disposition to shade prices in cotton fabrics is reported
to be developing. The oxtent of this shading isas yot uncertaiu. Travellers

roport their sorting-up trips to have continued fairly prosperous, and stocks,

in country merchants’ and retailers’ hands aro generally regarded as lighter
than usual at this season. Importers continuw to bo vory cautious,and have
not, so far, ordered boyond their prospective probable requirements. The
reluctanco with which country dealers have taken hold of * fall geods " has,
evidently, largely influcnced importers in making up their estimatos of their
requirements, Tho trade in soft and light summer textilo fabrics is at present
very good. Business in this lino in Groat Britain scoms to bo somewhat
depresed and purchssers appesr to show no apxiety to help matters by
pushing in unseasonably. They predict oven lower figures than now
obtain beforo long, and only purchase onough *to keop thom going.”

Irox, Harpware aND METALS. — A satisfactory trade has boon accom-
plished in most linas of iron and hardwsre, and prices have presorved regu-
larity throughout tho lines. No chango worthy of note has transpired.
Glasgow cables warrants at 37e. 9d. From London the cable roports tin at
£85 and Chili brass at £81. Qur Philadelphia advices say that “ the iron
trado there is still in an unsettled and an ubsatisfactory stato, oxcopt with
reference to bar iron, for which theroe is a slight improvement, owing to the
general depletion of stocks, The attitude of a good many producers with
reference to future prices has not been dotermined. Staddard No. 1 at $19
to 819 50 ; forge st 15.50 , muck bars at 27 , merchant have been going at
817 to 818.50  Large buyors have been placing summer orders. Nails aro
sluggish, as distant markets are not absorbing their sutivipated quotas.
Plate, tank and shell iron and sleel are moving more freely, but a very con
gervative feeling prevails all around. Steol rails are dull.

BREADSTUFFS.— A# regards actual business the flour markot has ruled very
quiet since our last report. The unsettled —slmost feverish—condition of the
United Stater and our own western markets has made holders anything but
anxious to sell st quotations. It is, however, quite possible that “ cstimates”
of the * growing crop” and of tho * roserve supply” may prove {o te entire
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ly astray, and that tho domand will not fail to Lo promptly wet. The By,

ish markots havo boou quiot and steady with waterial chauge. Cargooy ¢

wheat aud corn in all positions woro steady at unchanged quotations.

Liverpool whoat was stoady ns to pricos, but tho tono was dull, Corn wy

4d. cheapor at fis, 5d. In Chioago thoro was ducidod strongth in the gy

markot and an active husinoss was done. Whoat was strong and advaged

to 863c. June, 878a. July, 874¢. August. Corn also advauced do. to Je. i
663c. Juno, 6630, July and August. In sympathy with whoat and corn caly
improved fe. to 4c., standing at last quotations at 34fc. Juno, 337c. July,
20gc. August. Macdougall Brothers, stock brokots of the Chicago Bosrd of
Trado, writo :—* Whilo the markoet is very strong, tho absonce of genen
buying of & fow is not a haalthy stato of thiugs, and sharp fuctuations ar
probable, We think prosent holders likely to forco prices higher. but we
canuol rocommond buying in such a forced market.”” The Mark Lan: K.
press, in ita roviow of tho Dritish grain trade during tho past weck, sy

* Euglish wheat valuos during the wook have boon hard to maintain, The
domand for flour ig small, but tho quantitius of new ground locally aro 8o much
reduced that the Eroviucinl markots have raisod the prico of country flour,
‘Tho hot woathor has given an impotus to srops, and the barley, oat and wheat
fiolds show an oxcollont plant. If the favorablo weathor lasts the crops pro.
wise to bo above the average. Foroign whoat is slow and uuchanged, with
the oxcoption of Russian, which is a fraction cheaper. Tho oxcitomont 1y
the markets of Amorica has affocted values horo. India is boginning to ship
more freely.” The Washington ofticial weather crop bullolin for the past
wook alates that tho averagoe tomporaturo east of tho Rocky Monntaius ha
boen bolov tho nominal. In the grain rogious of tho Northwest and Obio
Valloy tho cold weathor during tho woeok has provonted any marked improvs.
mont in tho crop conditious, notwithstanding the abundanco of ran.  Dan.
aging frusts occurred 10 Michigan southward to northern Alabama. Keports
from Minnesota state that the woathor conditinns have beon generally favar
ablo for the crops, though too cold for rapd growth, Reports from Kansu,
Nebraska and Missouri indicate that tho weathor during the weok has been
favorable for small grain, but unfavorable fvr corn. The Furmers' Recier
crop roport for the week does not indicato any matorial improvomont in the
coudition of winter wheat, but on the other hand, 1nsects in Illinois and otb-
or gtates aro hiecoming moro plentiful, bud the damage as you has not betn
serious, The extromoly backward spring and cold rain have rotarded nsects
from hatching out, hence the reports of injury by thom are not yot common.
In Now York the wheat matket has beon strong and moved up 1}c. to 1.
to 958c. Juno and August, 97fc. July. Corn improved to G4c. for June,
July and August, Qats were 38fc June, 39lc. July, 35fc. August. In
‘Toledo and Detroit, whoat and corn were aiso strong and woving up. Lhe
Montreal Trade Dulietin says :—* Tho first sale of Prince Ldward lslani
oats ever made in this market was recorded by us last weck, namoly, 20,000
bushels at 40c. per 32 1bs,, and we now have to chroniole the salo of 30,000
bushels at 40c. per 32 1bs,, and more monay could be oblained to-day. These
two cargoes are now on the way here in eailing vessols, comprising 50,000
bushels, and other cargoos are oxpected. Tho abovo cargoes were shipped to
and sold by Mossrs J. & R. McLea of this city. T'ho scarcity of coarso grains
in this province and Ontario appears to have opsned up a good market fur
the oa’f’.s of Princo Edwarl 1lsland, which were formerly shippod to Dritish
ports.

The English whoat trade appeirs to be gotting almost rs speculative s
that of Chicago, snd a groeat portion of tho recont stoop advauce in the price
of whoat on this side is said to be duo to the persistent short selling of Eug:
lish operators, who had proviously made such heaps of money out of it, that
they could not be made to beliove it was possibic to ovarsoll tho market.
Thoy have rocently found out their mistake, however, a numbor of whom be-
camo scarod whon No. 2 spring in Chicago moved up abovo 88c., and covr-
ed at about the highost prico of tho lato advance. One Liverpool operater is
said to have dropped 250,000, o woro shown a letter from a Chicago con-
ission firm last week, which statod that Englishmen woro still persistent
believers in lower prices, and that before the rocont butl movement wis sturt-
ed, a Liverpool operator had made as much as 3500,000 in the Chicago wa.
ket, by short eelling. Sowe large Eunglish urders to sell woro received
Now York and Chicage on Mondsy end T'ussday of last weok, and the course
of the markot on these days tonded to encourage suus.quont oftorts in the
same direction

Puiovistons.—Thero is little to noto in the local provision markel
Though supplies are limited, the domand is very modorate. Ju Liverpodl, |
bacon has been weaker, and declined 3d., to 38s. 6d. to 41s.; pork wa
unchanged at 70s., and tallow 23s. 9d. in Chicago there has beon a flirmer
feoling in pork, and pricos moved up 2ic to 814 374 June, 814 473 July,
814 55 August. Lard was ecasior, and foll off to $6.85 June, 88 71! Jaly,
§R.721 August. The hog market was stronger, and moved up Je. Quats
tions woro :—Light grades 85.40 to §5.65, mixed packing $5.50 to §5 70,
heavy shipping 5.60 to 85.80 ; rough packing 85.40 to $5.55.

Burrer.—Somo dealors roport a little sccumulation of mew slock, but
thero is no surplus of really choice butter. Such an article slways duos,and,
doubtless, always will command a ready markot at romuncrative prices, bul
iuforior gradoes, and stale butter, is not wanted, and the tendency to buy i
on account of its cheapness is visibly lessoning., In England, of late,s
decided preforonco is shown for good, wholesume, honest margarine uver b
or indifferont butter. To show that thisis the caso in othor placos, wo quok
the following frum a Montreal cuntemporary .—" A fuw weoks ago, we wed
tioned the sale of 1,000 packsges of margarine for Newfoundland account,
and we have to report the salo of another lot of 750 packsgoes for shipmen!
to St. Johns, Nfid. Wo also loarn that 3,000 packsges of margarino havt
just arrived at the abuve port from New York, which demounstrates that
medium end low grade Lutter Las Leen almost catiroly supemeded by the:
jmitation product wargarine in the fishorman's island of Nowfoundiond. -




