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THE ABSTAINER.

closed its jaws, of the heel that crushed its
head,  And 50 long as relizion stands by —si-
lent and unprotesting agmnst the feimptation
with which men, greedy of gain, and govein.
ment greedy of revenue, surniound the wrcetc h-
ed victims of this basest vico—it appears to
me an utter mockery tor her to go with the
word of God in her hand, teaching them to
say ¢ Lead us not into temptation.”
UNJUST AND PARTIAL LEGISLATION.

As a man,as well 8> minister o that bless-
ed gospel which recopmises na distinetion he-
tween rich and poor, 1 protest against the
wrongs of a class that are to the full as un.
fortunate as they are guilty. ‘They deserve
succour rather than censure.  They are more
to bu pitied than punished.  And assuming
the office of their advocate, 1 wish 1o know
why the upper classes of socicty skould enjoy
from the legislature a protection denivd 1o
those who stand more in need ot 1?2 Ganb-
bing-houses were proved before parhament to
bhe ruining the youths ot the aristocraty. No-
bility complained.  Coronets and broad acres
were in danger  Parliament rose 1o the res.
cue. She pat forth her strong hand, and by
a sweeping, summary, most righteous mea-
sure put the evil down. It was also proved
in parliament that betiiug-houses were cor-
rupting the morals of our merchants® clerks,
vur shopmen, our tradesmen, and others ot
the middle classes of society. Ounce wmore
parliament rose up in its wight, thiew s
broad slueld over wealth and commerce, and
closed every betting house in the metropolis?
Who talked then about the freedom of trade?
When the honour of neble fanulies, or the
wealth of out merchants and the honesty of
their servants demanled protection. who
talked about the liberty of the subjuct 7 Who
proposed to leave thess evils to be met by,
educanon and such means as education? 1
don’t complain of but commend the measures
which parhament adopted.  Only T want to
know it' the virtues of humble families and
the bappiness of the poor are less worthy of
protection than the wealth of our bankers
and the honours of our ancient nobility ¥ 1
want to know it the bodies of the higher and
wealthier classes are of better clay, or their
souls of finer elements than those of the very!
lowest of the prople? Yet I would under-|
taka to prove that, year by year, thousands
and tens of thousands of our poor lose charac.
tere, virtue, fortune, body and soul, in those
drinking-shops which glare vpon the public
OVC—\Vﬁilh the Jaw does not forbid, but L.
cense. For every one the gambling and bet-
ting-houses ruired, they ruin hundreds. 1
wish that those who govern this noble coun-
try should he able to say with him who go-
verns the universe, ** Ao not my ways equal?”
Nor let our legistators be scared from their
duty in this case any more than they werein
the other, by the allegations that to shut up
the drmking-shops will not cure but rather
aggravate the evil, by leading to illien traffic
and secret drinking. The removal of the
temptation will not always cure the drunkard ;
but it will certainly check the growth of bis
class, and prevent many othess from learn-
ing hie habits, until sanguine men might en-
tertain the blessed hope that, like the mon-
sters of a former epoch, which now lie en-
tombed in the rocks, drunkards may be
numbered among the extinet races, classified
with the winged serpents and pigantic sloths
that were once inhabitants of our globe.

CHINESE EXAMPLE.
# The ministers of that couniry proved to

their sovercign that he wounld avert all
danger of war with Britain, and al-o add
imn enrely 1o bis revenue, it he would con-
sent to legalise the trade inoprum. Heae-
tused, firmly rofused, nobls setosed. And it
were a gloriousday dor Britian, a happy day
for ten thousand miserable homes,—an day
tor honfires, and jubilant cannon and merry
belis, and bannered processions and holy
thansgivings, which saw our beloved Queen
risc fiom her throne, and an the uame of this
great nation address to her Lords and Com-
wons the memorable speech of that pagan
monarch, * I will never consent ta raise my
revenue out of the ruin and vices ol my
people ' With such a spiritmay God im-
bue our laud.

GUILTY ORNOT GUILTY ?

 Joyful joxyful newsindeed ! ol how thank-
ful § aw, dearest Hugh ; why it is betier even
than we ever expected—so soon, too! we ne-
ver know what may be in store for us, do we,
‘dear ? T declare baby even seems to know
we are glad 1 lovk how he crows and capers
in my arms’

+* Bless him ! and you too, my own Miriam.
1 can’t te!l you, darling, how it has gone to
my heart, to see yon slavinz and toiling, day
after day, with barely cnough 10 live upon,
and everything so miserable about vou, while
I was unable 10 help you. T am sure ] have
thought mysell the greatest villain on earth,
to have brought you to it—"

¢ Nonseuse, now, dear husband, vou know
it is nothing of the kind. Every one is sub-
ject to tronble and trial in this world : we
should be too happy here if it were not so.
My grearest sorrow has been to see your fuce
arow thinner and more careworn every time
you come inj but that is over now; and we
will try and forget the pasr, and look forward
to a happy future—oh, dear ?

And she tossed her laughing cbild into the
arms of his father, who as e kissed them
both, called her his dear comforter and great-
eyt reasure.

They had ¢« snpped sorrow” early in life,
that young couplv. Hugh Woodhouse was but
twenty-two when he took his Miriam to wite,
and she was three years younger than him-
self.

Perhaps it was rash to take upon themeelves
all the responsibilities of the marvied state;

haird to be cheerful, failed sadly in the at-
tempt.

They were obliged to leave their preuty
honse, andd take reloge in a very humble
abode, with but a amall remnant of therr dear-
ly prized turoiure,  And now the arrival of
a new clamant for their love did not at all
lessen difficulties

Their savings were all spent, and they must
yhave wanted lor necessaries it Miriaw’s mo-
y ther had not kindly assisted them.  ‘The old
lady wag not rich, but she would have denicd
herselt 1o aftord help to those so dear 10 her.
Miriam would not allow tlus; she no sooner
regained her strength than she procured nee-
dle-work from the familiea abour, and thus
carned sutlicient to aid them materially,

Hugh, 100, woull vccasionally find tempor-
ary emplovment  assisting some acquaint-
ate during a press of busness 5 bot with all
their efforts, they could barcly manago to ex-
ist in comtort.

Bad as was their lot, a new arief was add-
ed toit.  Thelladvised kindness of certam
triends whom Woorllouse oceasionally met,
would prompt them to invite him to drink
with them, at their elub or public-house, and
the temporary forgetfulness of trouble thus
oblained, proved a temptation to the young
man which he was unable to resist.

Many a sum, tnfhing in irself, bat important
10 persons in their situation, found its way
into the pockets of the publican  But a worse
evil than this ensued.  Hogh's temper, na-
turally impulsive and vehemenr, was by the
smallest portion of drink, 10used into fievce-
ness, and many a pandul burst of passion, and
mtemperate revilinp at fate, ternfied lns young
wife, who soon perceived the cause of such a
change.

y  ‘The reaction of these moods was terrible to
:behold  The unbappy man world accnseo
) hinselt with vehemenco, and bewail bnterly
+hisinfirmity 5 for a tinie he would even resist
the voice within which scemed to erave for
liquor ; but the temptation came, and again
she yieided.
Remorse and anxiety wade fearful traces
]upon his countenance ; and the gentle wilg
bekeld with grief the pale sad face which re-
, turned so often unsuceessful, and so cast dewn
as to be unable to partake even of the hum.
ble meal she had prepared.

M:riam was not the one to shrink from her
duty, even though it might seem barsh; and
one mormng, afier Hugh bhad, though the

older folks said s0; but things promised fair "Jindness ( ?) of a friend, been betrayed into
for them. Young Woodhouse held an ex-a burst of passion, and the usual bitter self-
cellent situation in the firm where his father | accusation followed, she took occasion tospeak
bad earned a name for integrity aud trusi- so earuestly, so firmly, yet gently, on 1he sub-
worthiness. The son bade faig to lollow in " ject, and imrpressed upon Inm so deeply the
his footsteps. His salary was quite suflici- | muportance of determined action in his case,
ent to maintain, in perfect respectability, the | that Hugh, who, perhaps, bad never taken
very modest establishment he had set up. 1 such a view of the matter before, was moved

‘I'hirée months of kappinuss,without a cloud, ' to an carnest repentance.  Ho thoupht deep.
the young pair enjoyed ; in the future they | ly aud long on what Ins wife said ; he deter-
only saw a promise of equal bliss  Who could | mined to shakeoff the paltry vice ereit became
have anticipated the storm which burst upon ;a habit; and finally, atter a few days, during
them, in the sudden faildre of the house with | which he manfully overcame all temptations,
which Hugh was connected, when heavy loss he, with his wife, signed the pledge of total
was endured by all involved in its aftairs 2 [ abstinence.

Stilt the young man hoped to obtain fresh, Only the following week, as if to reward
employment very speedily, and ho ieft no-|this cffort of moral courage, vame an offer
thing untried by which he might procuras a of asituation from a gentleman to whom he
situation, even though it were ofa lower grade . had applied when first thrown out of employ-
than formerly. jment  The situation was one in every way

But day after day passed by, and he wore, suited to biwm, at least it appeared to be so
out his clothes and his patience in tbe vain|from what the gentleman, who bhad vecom-
scarch, He grew pale 2nd thin with anxie. ymended him to fill it, told him.

\ty, and his poor little wife, though she tried| Ho was to go on tlic following day to mec
&£




