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FRENCHI RHIENISII PROVINCES.

Tire ivar betîveen France and Prussia, no
malter wlrat tire pretext, will ira prosecuted
iry each par.v for tira extension or tire nation
boundary. France ivants certain Gernn
Provinces on tira Rie, and Prussia iviiras,
te use, an American tari, ta re-annax tire
German Blhenisb Provinces now beid by
Frarrce. We have aircady giveri a descrip-
tion of the German provinces wirici the
French Ernperor cavae. Those whichrPrus-
sin, speaking ltre voice af ail Germany, pro-
poses te recover froin France, ara lire aId
provinces ai Alsaca and L.orraine.

Alsnce lies iretvrecn tira Rhina on tire east
aînd tire Vosges Moun tains on tire west, and
is noiv divided inb two, States, Haut Rhine
and Bats-Rine <Upper and Lower Rhine).
Tire two Axtand nortir ta Rirenisir Bavnîria,
and south ta Switzeriand, and contain 3,360
squarfi miles. Tireymiak aneoaitire richest
and most productive parts ai France. They
bave vasi mines, and rire aIlea manufactur
ing centre. Tirey contair, among otirr
ciies, Stratsburg. Calmer and Muihausen.
Attire timeaof thollomnn conquest thre popu
lation iras Ceitie, but tire Alemanni crossed
the Rine and Germanized ail Alsace. It
continued part ai tire Gemman Empire until
the peace of Westphalia, airen part ai it iras
ceded te France. Subsequently, Louis XIV
seized Stratsbourg in 1681, and, by tire peace
ai 1697, tire cession of tire iirole te France
vras confirnmed. Tire people, hoirever, dur-
ing tira intervening 170 yesrs, hava pre-
eerved their Cferisan -neutrality, snd sjill
speek tire Gerznan tangue. Ail thpir
noirepapers are printed in Garinan as iveli
as iii Frenchr.

The nrucient province ai Lorraine ires no
extensive district. Its irisîory dates from
tire mniddle ai tire ni tir century, and once
inciuded tire territory belireen thre Rie.
SchIradt, Meuse and Saone Rivers. Tire re-
gian noir knoîvn as Rirenisir Prussia iras
separatod from Lorraine in tire tenîli
cenrîury, anrd tire reaiinder iras divided arnd
knenvn as tTpper and Levier Lorraine.
Loirer Lorraine evenluaiiy became an !sus-
trian possession, and now farie at lest ana
half offBlgum and ivra, provinces ai Holland.
Upper Lorraine continued tinder tire Gov-
erninent of ita own fluke until 1736, vihen it
iras given te tire ex-King Stanisîsus, of
Polnnd. On hie death in 1766, itwias united
ta France trader tire tubl of tire Province ai
Lorraine. S:nce tiren tire naine of Lorraine
iras bean extingulshed, and tire pravince
bas been divlded inb depertinents known
as Meuse, Moselle, Meurthe and Vosges.
Tire people are ai German origin, and Ger-
mari traditions. Tlrey speak bath Frenchr
and Geraran, excepi in particular places,
wmire tira Germnan elona is spoken.

These provinces include the cities of Metz,
Nancy and Epinai. Metz is an ancient and
fortified cliy, on tire Moselle. ai ils con
fluence iviti tire Saine. Tire fortificationrs
are very extensive. i iras tire miiitary
sciroals, ana for artiilery and tire airer for
engineering, and ecirols'for tire practica aif
tiese arts. IL lias aiso, a povider milI, ex-
tensive barraeks, and ana ai tire finest lies-
pitale in Europe. Tire business of tire cil>'
is mzanufacturing, especially ai lace and
brusires. Tira ciiy girs a population ai
.50,000.

Nancy is anotirer very aid tain. ILis
a sent ai learning. Manufactures are ex-
tensive, tire principal ai icir is tire eru-
broidery ai cambrie and muelin goods.
Charles tire Boid iras killed attre siege of
Nancy in 1477. Tire telegranas froin tire
seat of ivar indicata that tire rrencir arin>~vill concentrate nt bfcte, ic i j in tire de-

PRUSSIA AS A MARTIME POWER.

Tire pragrese ai Prussia in lier efforts ta
create a navy and ta place tire Nortir Ger-
man Coniederation in the front rank of~
naval payera je sameîhing vionderful. In
addition ta tire fontified porta ai Wiiirelxr-
sirafen, Riel, Dantzic, Sundevitt, and Alsen,
atier mnaratime stations protected by farts
are about ta ho created. Tirose ai Hoerup
Hnef wiili whien flnisired render ' ie posîtiair
impregnable. Tirese warks vvill comprise
tirrea star siraped farts iil dloubie tiers ai
gune, and five coast batteries cammanding
tire passage ai tire LiuLt5 Bahl. Ail those
wili ha iran faced and armed i tir tire heavi-
est ordnance, and wili nat aniy command
tire strauts but aie tire canal ai îUsensud,
wiîh tire part, and inaintain, communication
vitir tire miliiary depat ai Sonderg, on tire
sanie Island of Aleen. Tho fears ai France,
bave been coneiderab>'aroused, as Pruesia,

icir is aiready firmly estebiisired in tire
formidable position of Dinppei, ivill, wmon
these, marks are complotud, have tire coin-
mand ai tire antir Sea, tire Baltie and tire
Straits.

Neitirer bas I>russia negiected ta airtain a
faoting in tire India sens. Ttre negaiitians
mr tire Rajah ai Johoare, in tire Peninsula'
oi Malacca, have resulted in tire purcbase
of tire Ibland ai Kalamne for tire Nanth ire-
mnan Confederatian. A permatnent naval

partmenî ai Moselle. TlhePrussinnadvanoe
crossadinbtte saine province at Faubacir.

The city orEspinal is tira capital of tire de-
pantnent of Vosges, and iii a nianufacturing
town af 11,000 inirabitants.

Stratsburg !esa fortified city of tire first
cinse, and thI capital of tire BIas Rine, 312
miles froni Paris by rail. Tire fortifications
are very strong. Thre Rhine je bridgcd at
tis place. It lias iitary schoole. IL iras
extensive commerce, large manufactunics,
and je connected by rail with ail parts of
Franco and Germany. Its poapulation is
56,000. Tira citidal of Stratsbourg is a pen-
tagon. IL is ane of tire oldeat citice ini
Europe.

Colmar iB the chier seat ai tire eaLion
manufacturies of France.

Tira population 'if tlrese French Rhenish
deparirnents was, in 1862, as follovs:
Bas-Rin...........* * *.......... 277,5 ô4
flaut Rhn..................... 515.802
Vosges ....................... 415,485
Moselleo...... .. .............. 446,457
Meuse ...................... *-*305,250
Meurthre.............. ....... 428,643

Total ................. .>689)501
*rhepiesent, population iii alprob;ubility

is notices tinan 3,000,000.
IL is probable that tire first crash ai aris

wiil irc aiang tire Rbmnie, in tirese provinces
or in tire Prussian provinces on the otirer
sida, of tire river. IL le understood that af
laie years France has been strengthening
ber fartifications ail aiong tire Rhine, and
tirai ai tis lime tire falaowing t.owns and
chties are deiended by strong warks, and
gnrrisoned with forces equal te any or-
dinary siege. Stratsbourg, Colmar, Sebieît-
siadt, Briesacir, and Metz; 31ontmedy, Ver-
durr, and Longwy, wlrich are aor the Rime,
and near Metz. Blas-Rhrin and Haeut Rhia are
separated frein the otlrerFrench departmnts
by thre Vosges Mountains. The passes ai
these anountainE are historical, having been
tire ecenes of nemorable conteste in former
das Zio bave ail ireen etrongiy fortifled
by Frac; tire Prussian advance wiil bu ob
stinately opposed by lirese various 1'rti6ied,
poste. ________

station is ta ie eahlisired tirere. Until
tire ening ai tire Suez Canal there lrad
been onrî ana Prussian corvette in tire
waters ai Ir-dia and China, but noir tirera
are tira, tire fIertira arnd Medusa, and nexi
year a tirird vili ire sent. An arsenal ivil
ire erected in tire course af tire next tire
yars on Kaianue.

Prussia7s etean fleet is being incraased as
rapidly am iruman effortswili admit af, Tj'ia
latesi, additions ta tire iranclade are tIre
KCing William, of 5,998 tons, and tire lRe.
nain, af 7,500 tons. 'Thir former, whiici j
corrsidered tire mnosi poirerful "essai afloat.
mris builtin a Erand for tira Sultan aiTrur.
key. but as iro cauld not pay il iras snappeil
up by tire Prussiens. Tire armament con-
sistsoai 23 gune; oftho Ireaviest calibre knoiwnr,
manufactured of tire famous Krupp steel rît
tire works in Westpiraiia. Thesteani peirer
me 1150 irorse, the ciaw -600 men. Thoe Re-
nov je les ecaviiy armaurcd and iras 1200
hrorse pover~ iitir an armement ai four lu
incli gune, six 96 juundare;, tirelvo 72 poun
dors aînd twelve 24 peunders an tira upper
deck. Tire crew amounis tu 1000 men ex.
ciusive of oflicers. TIre vassal iras buiît ini
Kiel. On tire stocks ai tire navy yard ini
Wîlheimsirafen is tire heavy ironciad frigate
tire Grosser Kurfurst, and tire Frederick tire
Groat of tire saine clres is building at Riel.
Thre lanes. anoîber irorrclad, je nearly coin-
pleted ai Dantzic, wicro tire steami frigate
Ariadne iras been cammenced, and tIre
eteara sloops Aibaîrose annd ?',nutilus. Cein-
pieted and in commission are four more
ireavy ironciade.-the Fredericir Cari, noim
iii London, ai 16 guns and 4000 tans; tIre
Croira Prince ai saine farce; tire Arminius
ai faur heavy guns and 1200 tans, and rire
Prince Adaîbert, oi tirrea, vitir a tannage 0t
Î09. 0f frigates thrr ara tire Elizabethn, 2b'
guns nrd 2000 tans; lire Henîtra, saie
farce, nai China, in tire Vineta, sanie force;
tire Arkona. now in Noew York barber, 28
guns and 1715 tons; tire Kalamue, sams
force as tire Arkona. 0f corvettes Liane are
tire Augusta, 14 guns and 1500 tans; tIre
Victoria sae farce; tire Medusa, ai tire
Islarnd ai flanine, Prussia's new possession,
17 gune and 1000 tons, and tire Nymphe of
saine force. Ail tirese are payer! aI steama
vessoIs. There are tire steani sloops, the
Prussian Eagle and tire Grasirapper, and
about 22 gunboate, averaging tagothar M3
tons.

Taire buili iry157" are Il ironclads ai rira
largesi size. 15 doubie-banked frigates,
sloops and 3 transports. of sailing vessels
tirere are 3 frigatas and 4 brigs,. amounrng
ta 162 gune and 57ï63 tons.

Tire vessais in commission are manncd by
4012 sailors. 7137 engineers, 370 carpenters
and meciranice, 192 Ivurranni afficers, and 255
afficers. Besides tis there ie a roerve ef
4156 mon, wviicir cen ha cflied upon at any
tino, and a second raservo wivirîî actb onjy
in time oi ivar, and may ho calied sen, inilwa.

re naval school is niL Kiel in Sclrlebwig,
and s0 papular has tire service hecomne tirat
tirere are novi 400 marirne cadets at tins~
establishment, wriercas tiva yeara rîgo tl,-ro
mare but 72. af %inoni 59 hrave becurne iit-l
officers ai lie second gr~ade.

'lhie mercantile marine numhers froan
Prussia 3611 vessais and 651,00(l tons j frein
hhamburg 461, tans 2'45,300; frein Breraca
307, tons 244,700i iran iqecklenurg-'cilr
in 449, tans 172,600; frein Oldenburg and
Lubec 274; tans 67,600.

Thre ship Hfansa, mmici formed a part of
tire Polar expeditron, iras cruslred by ice as
the lotir af October last, off tire coast uf
Greenland. Tire crevi we sayed, and hrave
trived nt Copenhagen.
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