
THIE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Vie first read of it, Gen. xxxv : 19, iii connection alla on tliis star is engritaveud, iii capital letters,
wvitIî the deathl of Jacob's favorite wvif e, Rachel, the legend-
the story of iviicli is told so touchingly by the! i, DL~ VIlGINE iARI(A, .iisus CilurIUS

patriarch, in Gen. xlviii: 7, wben bl'essing, the NATUSES.

sons of Josephi "As for nie, when 1 carne fromn 'vhich, being initerpreted, is, Rleve, of the Virgin
Padan, Rachel died by nie iii the land o? Canaan, Miary, J'esus Christ was borai. TJîat this is the
in the 'vay, when. yet there wvas but a little wa»y to true site of the inni of our Saviour's nativity
corne unto Bphrath ; and 1 bu riei. her there in the there is no reasonable doubt, for there is evidence

way f Iphrth. Rahets tonh s tereta îîi of it-s liaving been knoivii as such 200 years be-
day. The sinal building, with a «orne, %ic ~ore the Empress Hielenia built the cliurch upon

t.The stable, ini the manger of wvhichi the infant
closes it, is cornparatively modern, but the iden- Jesus 'vas laid, was probably the lower story o?
tity of the burial place is undisputed. We passed! the Kiian, or inn, that being a communin arrange-
it on our riglit hand, a littie wvay f£rom Bethlehem rnent in Palestine mn the present day.
and entered deeply into Jaeob's sorrow. I'iinttoberyraes~ihadsrp

Bethlehemn, too, \vas the scenie of the beautiful tion w2f the nurnerous cormernorative chapels and
story of Ruth and Naoîni, and also of Boaz aid altars connected witli the church, sucli as the AI-
Ruth, the ancestors o? our blessed Lord. There 1tar o? the -Magi, the Altar o? the innocents, etc.
l)avid, their illustrious great-grandson, wvas bora, One could not help looking, however, wvith a good
and in its neighboring fields tended bis father's deal of interest iito the chape], or ceil, o? St.
sheep, and probably Nvrote the twventy-third psalni Jerome, in wvhich bie spent 30 years studying, and,
thiere, too, 'vas the home of Jfoab, ai-d Abishai, as Dean Stanley says, sending forth Ila flood of
and Asahiel, sons o? David's sister Zeruiall and treatises, letters and cormcentaries, to terrify, ex-
ciiefs of biis rmighty nien (1 Otiron. ii: -. 6) ; and asperate'and enliihten the Western world," and

there,' Asbl ii yAbe,'a ui where lie translated the lioly Seriptures into the
[t is, however, the fact of its having been the Vulgate, for, witli soute glaring defects, his Latin

versi.on 'vas a grand work, placing, as it did, the
birtbplac o? esus Word of Lie 'vithin the reachi of a very large

G<(reat I)ztvid*s greater >on,"1 proportion of the people of his day. But 'vo did
that invests Bethlehemn with the unique and ab-; wisli bis rnonkislh notions had not doorned hirn te
sorbing interesýt that it possesses for tbe Chîristian labor in so sacred a cause in such a black bote.
traveller. \Ve entered the littie town tlrough a Prom St. Jeronie's gloorny chamber we %vent to
long, narro'v street, terrninating iii a square with! the 'veli of ]3ethlebeFýýi, and drank o? the "'ater
the naine of "lPlace de la -Nativité," on the near! for wvbich David so longed (2 Samo. xxiii : 13-17)
side of %vliicb are a nurnber of shops, iii whîclh a ,and ) et miagntanirniously refused to drink o? it when,
brisk traflic is carried on in relies amud iinientoes; obtained at se great a risk ; thence we %vent te
of the place, iii niother-of-peari, ami olive 'vood;, view tce plains of Bethlehemn, a little to the east
wvhile on the fartber side stands the venerable., of the town, 'vbere the angel of the Lord appeared
but not impressive pile o? buildings L-nown <as the to the shepherds, and over 'vhicb the IIgreat mul-
Church of the N_,ativity. The nave of the chur-ci titude of the heavenly host " chantedl the song o?
is probably tbe oldest ornamnent of Christian archi. the Nativity. It is impossible to describe the
tecture ini te %vorld, hiaving been er-ected by the thougbts aîmd emnotions wvhich rushed through me
Eîimpress H-elena, the miotiier of Constantine the, as 1 tricd to imagine that scetie. Wbat a chorus
G~reat, A. D. 32-7. Three convents acijein the, 'as tbat 'The openiingI chorus of the great ora-
bauildinig-Latii, Greek and Arnieiiian ; but the j torie o? the 'Messiah !The lirst act o? the divine
nave is the coinnion property o? aIl Christians. tragedy of biurnan redemption RaHre tIi0 Divine
Tt is sonmewvlat in need o? repair, but it bas been Lord, the Creator o? aIl, stoopec) to become a
a noble building. Sone o? its inarble colunins, lelptess babe, the Hioly One allied llimself with
are believed to liave once ?enîncd a part of the'ouîr sinful humnanity These terraced hilîs heard
temple in Jerusalem. 1the beavenîy mnusic, and re-cchoed the .song, o?

The Il Grotto of the NativitY " is a cave in the isalvation 'Tlhese fields relected back the bright-
rock, to wvhich %ve descend by about thirty steps, ness of the celestial glory! ' Bessed are the eyes
and is inicased wvith miarble, and liglited 'vitl goId that saw, and the cars that beard thiese wonders;
and silver latups, %vhich are abvays kept bumning. Yet even more blessed are ive that now enjey the
on1 one side o? tîiis grotto, which, one enters with fuller unfoldings o? the divine plan, for Il be that
ait.1 %lnîost oppressive sense of its sazrednezs, there in Icast in the 'kingdoîn o? hieaNen is greater than
is a reccss, oit ,k'.2 pavement o? which, inserted iii thiey."
t.he niarble, is a silver stair with fourteen rays, IOtta'va.j. .
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