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introduccd to the notice of the church ouglit to cerne through the accredited organ
of the oominunity. Commron prudence and good sense stem te dictate this mucli,
as we see in every well-rogulatod society among men, even for worldly purposes.
In a christian church this ergari is the pabtur or body of eiders, to wliom is entrusted
as te a committee, the preparatien uf business for the assernbled brethren, - the
churcb ;" and as the harmooy. peace and even tise safety of a churcli depcnd, in
groat inensure, upon the orderly transaction of business, great care should be
taken that no motters be intruduced iute a. churoh-meetiog in a crude, undigested
shape, but that ail things Le arrangod in as clear and orderly inanner as pDssible,
that they inay Le more onsily nppreliended. 0f course, sisould the poster or
eiders refuse to consider, prepare and lay any given piece of business before the
churcli, they would thueroby lay themaselves open to impeachiment before the
brotberhood.

According thon to this plain and obvieus prinoiple, the motter which the one
or two brethren failed to sottie cornes before thse pastor. WVe do net think that,
ordinarily, lie ouglit te hear of it until this stage; unless, indeed, bis advice or
direction la regard to ony difficu.1ty may be roquired. Now, howover, lie must
hear it, at any rate, for thse purpoe of tclliog it to the church. Lot the whole
case thon be new laid before hlm, with ail neoessary evidence on both sidos. But
in order to get a correct view of thse whole case, a wise and prudent pastor will,
most likely, find it necessary te see thse parties iotcrested, and, in doinc se, kt is
not impossible that lie may be able te have it aniicably arranged even at this late
stage; and Who will say, louking at the spirit of the test, and even at thse words
-fer "ono or two" cannot be interpreted se as te prevent three being employed
-Who %vuuld say that lie would be wroog in se settii-ng it, and thus saving the
necessity of its furthcr publicity. No right-minded poster will introduce loto thse
meetings of the bretherhoed more of suai business thon is absolutely necessary
for tise purity and peace of thse eommunity. And ifkhe gain the offending brother,
thon there it iil drep; for every judicieus and prudent poster ouglit te be tise
confidontial frieod, not of thse churcis merely, as a body, but of every individu dl
member; and every thing cemmitted te him ougliht to Le safe there, and assuredly
will Le.

Witli regard te such a case bcing preperly disposed of by the church, 1 de net
think -it at ail nccessnry in these pages te enter loto minute details.A,,* Tisese
will suggost tiesoives in different shapes te different minds. Two or tisre
remarks, however, may net be aitegether eut of place here.

1. And fir8t - Ne churcl isl at liberty te take action in any case until ail the
evidence ia rendy te Le laid before thse assembled brethren. No reports, as
reports, can Le mode known in church-meeting. It ia tee loto. Ail sucis, te Le
mode use cf, mou8t lie exaroined, sifted, and tiseir substance ermgrossed ln tise

* To any one wlling wise and minule counsel on this as well as on every other point bearing on the
administration of Scriptural church orders I would rnost earnestly reconinend a precions little work, a
ropy f vth1, h ought u ho in the hantis of over one of oisr church-members, viz. T-ht. Cunstitubonanti
Adtoinistràtinn nf the Kingdoma of Christ: hy George Robertson, Minister of Use Gospel, Thssrso. Toronto'
Ândrew ilsinilton, 322 Jarris Strectz Lo'<ell & Gilison, Printers, «ïoure Street, 1859. Ediràburgbh. A. & Q.
Black.
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