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less to resist. Yet this region is a portion of the Statc of
Iowa wbere crops neyer (ail and wliere nature bias donc
t.verytbing to encousagc a prosperous population.

Unless present tendencies be arrested the future of the
small towns is extresnely discouraging; and it is very

* doubtfül whcther any material change in existing condi-
tions wvill soion occur. The superior economies of the fac-
tory system of manuf.acture ii doubtless continue to orer-
ale unfavorably to small industries. One of these econ-
omies is the cheap rates of tra-nsportation given to large
producer-, and to great compcitive centrc,. Thte grand

* marci of improvement wvhich is creating many splendid
chties will go on uinchecked, but for these the vi!!«tges will
be only feeders. Ibese tendencies have long been noticed ;
indeed, it wvould have been impossible to travel extensivcly
thtroughout the West and Northwest witbout being struck
on every band by the evidences of arrested devclopment in
nearly every hamiet. It is not bcelievcd that any check in
thlese tendencies was noticeable prior to the panic Of 1893.

* BRITA1N UtFVDEbR FREE TRAdDE.

On a recent occasion ait Sarnia, Ont., Dr. Beattie Nes-
bitt, of Toronto, made an address iii whicb lie discussed
i lie value of the National Policy to ail classes of Canadians.
Alluding to the desîre of Mr. Laurier that Canada should
aidopt frce trade sucb as they have in Great Britain, hie
said :-How do they propose to establish it here ? Weil,
Mr. Laurier told us, after the manner of Peel-a little at a
time. 1 arn not a free trader. 1 do not profess to be able
to entertain vou with beautiful wvords ; to hypnotise you
with fine spun theories. 1 do not understand how to talk

fairly to you about thc exigencies of commerce ; the inter-
dependence of continental exchange, and at the same time
rob vou of your market and take the bread (rom the znouth
ofyour son wbo wvorks in the factory. 1 am notbing but
a plain protectionist. 1 tell you that 1 want to sec yoti
buy your plougbi fromi a Canadian, and 1 %vart to see a Can-
adian gct your nioney. Then when the plougb is worriout
some of us will have the money. But if you buy your plough
from a Yankee lie gets your money, and wlben the plough
is worn out neitheryou norl1 havecanything. Thisdloctrine
may flot bc orthodox to our Relforni fricnids, but it is the
:ame that Adain Smith, the founider of political economny,
taugbt in bis Il Vcaith of Nations," wvhere lie says :
"«WVhatever tends to dirninish in any country the number of
artiicers and manufacturers tends to diminish flie home
market -the miost important of ail nîarkets-for the rude
reoduce of the soil, and therehy to still further discourage
agriculture." But ?idani Smîth wvas not wvriting of the
present day. Hee had no oppo:-tunity of examining into
the coadition of the farmers tssaJ.r free trade as tlhey. have
it in England to-day, and that there are those wvho differ
widcly from b!m as to thie minner in which Cree trade wvill
aLffcCt the farmers is seen by the wvords of Mr. William
Mulock, M.P., in blis speech to the electors of North York,
whbere hie says that "'if Ulic: will scnid liim to Ott:,ia thcy
ivill hielli to capture the protectionists' citadel, and they
%vill bave no more of abandoned farms, but a wave of
prosperity will sweep over Ilic cotintry." Mr. Wilfrid
Laurier is also full of enttus>iasm ovcr the good ti mes corn-
ing Ïor the (armier if their policv is adopted. Our Rcform

friends say that thc (armer is sutlcring from the Iak or
population ; that if we had free tradte it would be clic.qpcr
to live hcrc, and we would have a grcat influx of inmigmra-
tion. England produces actually less food with thirtî.Iie
millions of a population than she did wvhen she a~,g
tecn millions of a population. Further than this, lier ni-
portance as an agricultural nation bas been cont1nualh ýn,
the dccline. In 1867 bier wheat area wvas four million ici,:%;
in 1887 two millions. In 1868 England produccd o'ne
hundred and twenty-eight million bushels of Nvhecat, and
imported sixty-one and a half millions. In 1888, aCter
twenty ycars of agricultural prosperity under frcc trade,
she produced only sixty-six and a haîf million btishelq, mi~t
haif wvhat she raised tîventy years before ; and slie iniport.
ed one hundred and thirty-two million bushels, more 0fl
double wvhat slie imported twventy years bcforc. *l~î
years .ago, the English farmier sold two-thirds of the wlit:at
consumred. Twenty years of free trade and the slîoe is oin
the other foot. The English (armer sold only one-third of
the wheat eaten by his own people. The peon in Argený-
tine, the serf in Russia, and the countless millions of down-
trodden bumanity in India, sold the other two-thirds. So
much bias free trade donc for tbe English agricultural l:îh-
orer that Mr. William Ewart Gladstone :,aid to Presidet
Garfield that bie neyer knev an agricultur.tl laborer to rie
out of the condition iii which bie was born.

EDITORI4L NOTES.

The year 1894 maY, wve thînk, be fairly looked uposi as,
the commencement of the period wbich will îvitness a grcat
expansion in the înining indusi ry in British Columbia, SUys
Vancouver News Advertiser. Although it bas been Io a.
great extent a period of preliminary wvork, of exploitation
and prospecting of the vast treasures of gold and sil%-er
wvhich are now known to be hidden in various districts of
the Province, the actual production of the preciotis metals
lias reaclied a vcry considerable total.. We hope iii tlîi
course of a short time to furnish authentic reports of ilie
actual production of gold and silver during 1894. MNeai-
wvhile, it is satisfactory to observe that the sbipments (if
gold dust and bullion through tbe ordinary banking aiîd
express cliannels show an increase over those of 'iý,;
that they wvere of a larger amount tjkan ini any year sinc*
1890o, andi that theycar 1894 is the only one that lias showin
anl increase over thiat of its predecessors since 1 88 . 'l lie
tide hias evidently turned and, ivithout taking a too sn
guine a viewv of the prospects, there is good reason to lie-
lieve that the presenit year wvill wvitness an extraordinarv
increase in the value of thcgolddust bullion, base btillitin
and gold and silver ores and concentrates exported front
British Columbia.

Mr. E. Coatsvorthi,.àl. P., of Toronto, bias presented a
bill in the Domninion Parlianient Nvbich will be of special
interest to organizcd labor. He proposes to ask P.Irhid-
mient to en-act tliat wbenever any association or union ofI
workisigmen bas beretofore Iadoptcd or sliail hiercalier
aclopt or use any label, trademark, terni, design, devi<e,
or form ofadvertisemcent for the purpose of distingiiisriii'g
its products, it shiail be unlawful to counterfeit such ds
tinguisliing mark, to seil or offer to selI goodis bearing ii
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