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Contemporary Thought.

S. W. i'wvî.. 'iii? C'cýtuy (tr Nlarcih,
iîî'ist s ipumi ilie iltiperat ive nlecti ui seiltis of
Euiresity iii itis cotiniry as tige otily ineranS wh-lerciy
the watte wvoadiands niay bc sticccsàittiily re*

îitiiiet. * We lai, e aays, Il a1 gria deai
tof'ccond.grutî woia wici., cali iîgli il nia>'
l,~ni r vauea a iicn tir rcgtmiaiing cliiinnte ani
ilie Ilow of waler in -.ptringý; anti strcanîsi, is pro-

dlngvurv litile tii Ille titiler wviiici me are
tgtning %orct>' t neeti. Ifi we liait a iobrvýl

scivtit vîl a large tr.aek oi wuiîdlanti unidt ils
asil< waild lc ca" for rarmslq!rs sons il) learo in

.1 kw nl.,or (Abservaîîon, studty how itI tit Ille
liriti;tj. anti thinning neccssiry go chanîge ilhest
iiîi.tgh 'yî ai n a Iîr(ofie.ç wood.ltîî' int uTi
anti perumanent souces tir galin."

Il\f5~~V itON ini /.ippi»(It's for Mlatch,
lias ani inlcrtsîing article on " lThe Ainetican
i'laty." lie begins with lthe a-ssertion thalt he
Atiicti;-iii play is yet tu bc wuitten, andi k unalc
tu esjmiaîn the absence of anyting lîke a st.iandar
Alicricani (18ai81a, andi Ic non-existence oia single
iiiitintirtal Atieiecan play. flic lacis of Amecrican
plays, Ix notcs,is very reinarsatule in view o! the fact
iliat tlte Americatns arc a ihcaîre.going p.-offle, anti
imutre jouissais devoteti to duatîtatic affairs are jîlt.
liied in Yzw Vark than in any Ettrupean capital,
excclt ierhaîs Paris. ", buring the single
ettitty of the Anierican stage," Mfr. fltttn con.
tinttes, Il not two score piays oi any description
liave appeareti which Ila-ve iecti îrUIY Anicricati,
anti wbiciî, at Ilte -.ainle linge, are of any value to
<lrantaiic literamire, or )f an>' credit In the Atueti
clin 11a8iiC."

Ai- a rccent session ai the ,-choolitnasters' Club,
in Beoston, lion. EtIwarsi Aikinson, the econunlist,
hittîseif a îîîan whol never enjoyeti the atisanlages
of tic schools in his youth, look occasion Io
express his opposition Io what is cailed "1practlcai",
cducaimn, showing that hc was o! a minti different
<irbi nany of those mens whig, having succctdtd in
lii,: witbuut the education oi tite sehools, arc prune
%tl iparage thens. Mr. Atisinson thus siateti bis
opinion:. "Qaught you tu icach a boy bout-
kcrcjtihig in ortier Io lirepare ii for buasiness:llut:?
Tihis is sthat tlt socailledi rcticali mas andti he
selt.tatighl mani aiten dlaimt at yaur bands, lt i
say 1 àNo.' Let nul site boy's ligne lie wasted in
tryin.- tu cumlprehent the simple art ai keeping
books befure hc fiîiiy ttntlrstantis the object of the
bookkceping. libe lins been weli taught in the
echlool, and if bis habits af observation have been
firtra well developcd, lit wiii lie capable of cicar
thinking upon the subjects wlîich lie may l.e
catil uplon ta deal with in his business lufe. lie
nîay ibecn lcagrn book.kerping in a day îîy befinning
te kerp books:."

Tutt' Englisb.speaking people wiil lie the chtie[
factur in the governmess: ai the wcrld ; anti il is
aur ieaclicîs who bave t0 train then for governing.
William V'on Hlumbolt. in the dtiakest hour ai
1>usias humniliation, was matieMinister ai Educa-
lion, ans!b he corsied in bis éliary these words : "«I
ptomises! Cat that I wauid loois upon every
- lusbian child as a bting who coulti cumplain of

ue before G.oa ifii <lis not provide for bina the

bcit litiitions as altat aiîd a Chtristian wliicl il Futi qîuestionî af cl.tqsies ivrni nun.clitsbicî lias
wa.msitcfor it tauvil. \Vital was lite again coulc lu Ilte frotn t i eeglitini, in ('cllly

reeuit ? Att emniticîtl (ecrîîat satid lu nie the llier and iii France. The chie! conttributioîn in Ilte
day: ', %Vtle%.Cr ive -arc in arnas, iii nuls, in Coui. I discussion is a îouk by M. Ranoul Fiauîy, entiflil
tîterce, in indnsîrçty. iti ioliticnl pow%4cr, hose La Quesion ii L.atin. The asmîhur is a graduate
tîîa-y le uir strciigtit as an Etînîpire, we owe ta ai lthe Normai Scbooi, anti before engaging in
(;eritiai edttcation." Andti o the future ai journaisni oacuicti witb bosser a chair ir Ilte
Engiatît dzpentis un isglisit education ; nti that Univergity' a France. iaubhnsiauîit
tita wlin wants lu chiecks or lawer, or degrade ist par excellente, M. Frary decides against Latin.
cdtucatiun-to cibi, caltin, or confine it-dcs îlot Singutarly cnough, one of (le strongest itSl
tndcrtandti lt tlestinies of isý cottîntry, ant i-k against lus conclusions appears in the A'evue
batilly wortby lu lie calîcti b Ilite namîse tir Etglisb. &ffr. The lîrolîmaet rc-organizalion ai

Asn.~I.J.. Vuiip:tela, iu a nauln atdvsr (o secotillary instrucetion in tlt canton ai Berne,
ther IJr,îri i,s a'îd Fi.g» Sriooi .Society. Swiîacerlanti, reduces the demgands in Latin antd

Sm (ircck,, andi incrcases titose in the living languages
oS %tr years zigo a glass tali «Ill 0( line waler anti science. The proiessors appobe the îsrojeti

seas placett %ilion the teacher's ttesls in ecbc of te which awails tile decision ai the gove;inor. In
.i rnm ut a large schlfl. A single glass was Zurich tlt nmajoriîy ai the cotineil of edlumalion

ici un the desis ai the iaboraîary as a checks. AI havc pronauinceti in favor ai thir iraliel courses
the entd o! one baur the>' wcre ail collectes! andi ai secontlary training, wicb atars! the' chaîce
exanaincti. 1In the air in the rootuns continue! bcîwecin a classical course, a modern course with
pîure. the giasses wouit have been as clear as Latin, a mnodern course witb neither Latin nor
when placcd uîmon the ilesks. Buot ail wcre sanie- Grecis. In IS84 Ilte governinient af Mlclsenburg-
wltî Itiruit a nc! hiat a thick scuîn ; anti une liat Scbew'crin tbrcw open ail courtes la the sîutients
the fitte su co,:nletely turnes! la ciîalk that a ai the teat schoots af the fatîs aider. The success
sircain i mpure carlionic-aciti prouîtcti na more obiaineti lîy sevrai ai ti.esc stsîdents in the ui
lîrecîlîllate. %V'bat dis! it ail mean ? Sirnpiy that Vtsiiy courses, heretofure claseti ta theni, gives, a
the air in ail ihlose raoisis was loatiet wiîh dcath- isew impulse ta the ativacales ai the "mnodern

(lelincaWtcacd.Ilowoutlsinii.rel)ei-course in Gcrnîany."' If the new ",moderations"'
nient rcsuît if tieti songe ciear marning in every scherne now untier cansideratiai, by a cammitîc
%chool.rcnom in a large city lisec Chicago? The resîtît oi congreRalion aof Oxford University be passes!,
'suts! lic an interesting study. The simple tact is, suet h iht eoetenevsI aua
(cw if nny oi the school bouses have any atiequate science wiii b>e relievesi ai the Latin anti Greck
provision for ventilation ; îmîany have nasse at ait. etor eqidfr"pu mdraon -
Tbearclicaliy tige air surraunding a pupil mwust Eiiain
niove ferwarti about anc hundreti feet lier minute
tu kccp the air pure. I>ractically, probabiy hli No anc tiaults the value ai lists ai bookîs
that rate is amîmly suficient. But 'shen the school* matie by men wha Lsnaw bocks thoroughlly ; any
rooni is heateti by steatn gradialors, or by slaves, ruat througli a wiltierness, even a biazeti path, ia
anti no passages are furnisheut clîher for the a gieat gain la the ignorant traveiier. But every
entrance orescape ai air, thet ootns are ;.iîîie licIter liaI ai baos prcparedl by onse persan is certain in
thzn 'liBack Hles.".-The Current. reriresent his limiitationss ai thought andi sympaîhy ;

Nc>usriî A.NEICA promuises Ia be UIc grand
ethoougicai theatre af îhe saris!. !sýlany ai the
great stocks ai the Imuman race are prescrit in sui-
ficient numbers to niaise the conliet cxceeuiingly
inlcrcsting for the scientif'tc observer. The Indian
question is pra:î-cally salves!, as Isle lissai extinc-
lion ai titis much zabusti race scema ta lie net fat
distant. in the soolli there is the negro pratîlens,
which is now cssgagissg the serious attention cf
uxany thoughiot Amnericans. The peoplc ai the
Unites! States bave wisciy or unwiscly tieclincti the
fuiliervomliicationofanunrestricted Mlongolian in-
flux. Canaia contrimotes lier share in the Frcnch
question. A rccnt writer t i ail foreshadows
important cansequences irotn the grapitiity ai increase
ofithe Frcnch.Canadiass. Theciffecîsaof theclimnait
andi piysicai conditions arc sais! ta lit noticeabie
in lte statea o." îhe Pacifie Siope, 'shere a new
native type is rapitily ticveloping. Whethcr amici
the tiiversity orinationalities the 'sonticriol visaiity
af the Anglo-Saxan will oltimaily prevail in the
native Amnerican to.bc, or wlhether a mnaximunm af
absorption bas aireatiy or surgit wiiili b rexchiet,
are questions 'shicli 'ili bc deinitey set lied in the
near future. Tbe province of the staîcasan is ta
temoye ail artificial abstrucuions ta the fusion ai
racts, andi ta allow the great processes af nature ta
have fret play, trusting implicitly ta tht sorvival,
ci the fites.-'-à Varjili'.

il sili bie slrOssg in the book, that hie likes and
weak in thc books which do not interest him.
blost people 'sua have ioilowed the fiscussion
cattes! on at such lcngth in th* Essglislî news*
papers over the list oI the best huntireti books
tcanily prepares! for the WVorkissgmsen's College
by Sirjlmn Lulibaci have probably been interesteti
most ai ail in thc disciosures; of inlellectual range
and feiiowshilî matie by the various contributors
tu the debate. Sir John Lubbock's iist 'sas quile
as notable for the booas it omitteti as for those il
incluticti; il was singularly coînpountied ai the
best anti pooreat books. The Prince ai %Wales'
single addition ai Drydien ta Sir John~s catalogue
ha: ssaturally given risc ta sartie cynicai surprise.
Mr. P.usiin's, characteristie rurning af bis pen
'lblotiesqueiy tisraugh the rubbish anti poison or
SirJohss's list," anti bis still more: characteristic
adittions ta thaî list, are ai far more value as
thia. ring liglit an hi: uwn mind ant aste thtan on
the general subljeet of the best licoks. The îîuth
is, that wshite there are a few boas ai tbe very
highcst grassi ta which the suffrages ai Ille civitizesi
'sars wouid lie given under any circumrslances, it
woul c i impossible ta secure agreement on any
li af nc hundrcd books ; everyîiiing depeatis on

the mental characItr anti paint ai view ai the
scadet.-'Je Book .:uyer.
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