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IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ANOINING PROVINCES,
hould give place to energy and united actidn, ! tevy, at their last meeting, auvtharized their
Vhen the Synod makes an injunction, I holid’ Clerk 10 grant a supplement ont of the ilome
ayself highly culpable if I neglect to attend  Mission Fund to one of their weak congre-
it for T am a Preshyterian Kirkman, and gations: but this is the work that the Lay
it an Independent. T trust, then, that no \ssociation has taken in haud to perform s
minister of otr Chureh will refuse to give his and T snppose that if another weall congrega-
people an opportuuity of bringing thelr con.  tion did come forward askiug supplemeny, it
tributions on the day uppointed. When the would have to go out of the Presbatery wmd
matter is put off to some other Sabbaih, it i3 ask it from the Lay Association. Now, does
generally forgotten, or it ia then found to.in- it hot strike every one as ahsurd to see one
terfere with some other collection. And I and the same objeet thus wken in hand piece-
think that it is unnecessars for me to press meal by two independent administrations?
the peculiar claims of this Scheme upon our I do not care which does the work, but let us
people, ‘They know that it is impossible for  know which is responsible fur the dotug of it
us to make provision out of our small sti- or by what rule a diyision of the work is
pends for more than present netessities 3 and  made.  Is the Lay Assoviation going to jonk
even if we cuuld, they dishke the idea of a after the eastera portion of the Preshytery of
minister hoording up money, and they even Pictoy, and the Iome Mission 1o take the
ohject now-a-days to owr doing what miais- | western under its protection ? - Or what other
ters of the former generation hud to do— | divisions of thatlabor have they agreed upon ?
buying farms, as too much time is thus taken . J have no mistrust of the Lay Association.
away from our more mmportant duties. o Ifitis appomted to do the wark, and does
minister with us has a wife and family, what : it, I will rejoice, for the name is to me a mat-
@ terrible weight upon him, in addition to all ,ter of indifference, and even the channels
his other anxicties, must he the thought that . through which the funds are administered is
if he were snatched away from his labors, | a matter of ttle moment in comparison with
there is absalutely nat the smallest provision ' the getting of the work dove. But 1 wish to
mude for the dear ones who will mourn Jim * know definitely how this matter 15 10 be in
most. It is not right, it is not chyistian-like, ' the future; for if the wark is to be given
brethirengthat we shouid remaiit wmnch long- | over to the Lay Association, it is surely su-
er in this pesition. et all our congregations, , perflucus for the Synod to appoint anothe
then, and aur mission stations, also, such as | organization for the same purpose.

Truro, Musquodoboit, Barney’s River, Loch-| 1 think that theve can be no mistake now
aber (for these tvo last are also at present in | as to what I mean. I a general Home Mis-
the position of mission stations), make this ; sion Committee,—all its members, lay and
collcetion.  And it 3s surely not too much to | elevical, appointed by the Synod, and eollect-
ask that in the Church plates, cn the first ) ing funds from Sabbath-day collections and
Sabbath of the vear. the silver and the gold | Missionary Associations in every congrega-
(unusual sight!) will be seen predominaiing | tion,—is to do the work, I will he pleased.

aver the coppers.
GrorGE M. Grant.

T HNOME MISSION AND THE LAY ASSOCI-
ATION.

In the fast number of the Record there is
an able paper by John Mackay, Esq., refer-
ring to my previous letter on the above sub-
jeet.  Both in his first sentence and through-
out his paper, he takes for granted that my
Jetter was sbout the Lay Association, and
merely expressing a preference, on my past,
for a Synodieal scheme, instead of it or Pres~
byterial action, 'That is not my difficully at
all. I desive to see Lay Associations and
Preshyterial and Synadical action in the mat-
ter, but the one in harmony with the other,
At present, the one clashes with the other,
and when our people ask what are the re-
spective provinces of each, we are unable to
define them.

Then, agaln, my letter did not indicate any
preference for Synodigal Assteiations over
Presbyterial.  Bath of those kinds of Associ~
ation are regular, and can work harmonious-
lr; hut the Lay Aesociation is not Presbyte.
rial,  Thus, for example, the Pictou Presby-
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That will combine lacal effort with freedom

from local prejudices. Lhat is the plan adopt-

ed in cvery other Presbyterian Claurch. But,

if “ extra Presbyterian’ Lay Assaciatious are
110 do the work, why, let them do it, and so
{ that the work bedone I will be pleased.  But

let it be agreed upon by us if they are to do
iit, and not let us, in that case, keep up the

farce of having also a general Home Mission.
'O still another plan: if you wisk two inde-
pendent organizations, ruled independently of
each ather, let us know what part of the work
is to be done by the one, and what part by
the other, If vou like, let the one take in
hand the supplememing of weak congrega-
tions, and the other the securing of'a decent
provision for home missionaries. You see I
am not  vedded to one plan in particular.
Any pian at allis better than the no-plan
under which we confessedly struggle along at
present. X .

Asto the  Halifax Missionary Associa-
tion,” it is well known that it was ariginated,
and only recently, by the Rev. Mr. Martin,
and he claims to be pretty much of a Churen
Court in himself., But I have not the slight-
est grounds for imagiving that a true Kirk-
man like Mr. Martin would refuse to give his




