IN NOVA SCOTIA AND TIE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

ther, deep, aud pervading above all other
love~the gentle look, the fond endenrment,
the untiring and earnest care, the affectionate
or soothing word, or the almost tearful re-
proach, how muny ! how very many hus the
memory of such a friend saved from the pit
of perdition? and the fancied remonstances
of lips long sealed in death have arvested
many a thoughtless youth in his downward
Jath,

Ttis indeed diffieult to he wicked with
such a mentor speaking, and speaking with
such a voice, and such hallowed influences,
even to a seared conscience.  The recollec-
tion of a true mother i® one intertwined so
firmly and abidingly avound our heart-strings
that it perishes only when the last stage ap-
proaches, and memory and reason begin to
swing from their moorings,

Next comes the school with its  thoueand

axsociations of good and evil, of joy and sor-

row, of boyish adventure and young ambi-
tion, of hair-hreadth eseapes, of sayings and
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Iy exerted an immense fluence in its day
and generation,  Sometimes it happened that
a love of learning was mixed with a love for
the bottle, and Virgil and Horac2 were wor-
shipped in setret at the shrive of Bacchus,
Or it may be, there was some  extraordinary
oddity of dress or appearange, or of mind or
habits,  How seldom was it that the sillage
schoolmaster condescended to rsemble mere
ordinary every day mortals!  Yet notwithe
standing he was generally o man of worth
and deep rveligous  feeling, of substantial
knowledge, to get which he had dug long
and deeply aud at last incorporated it iuto
his living self.  How different—how very
different, from the empty jays. the paper
rothings, the brainless, poéintless puppets
manufactured to order nowadays in Normad
Schools, and let loose on a comnuni y 10
convey the accupulation of thice months
cramming of Leterogencous portions of high
sounditg olegice. There are no schoohiae-
, ters nowndays—worth remembering, Oune
of the finest points of youthful memmy 10

doings of the boy mau, of stalen enjoyments

and moving accidents, of tricks innumerable, ! the rising generation must for the ~future he
of tasks hateful and pleasant, of Bob and | a painful blunk. Greek and Latin are at a
Harry, and Joe and Geordie,all characters ‘ discount ; plain reading, writing ard eypher-
unparalleled in their way, whom we now see ! ing are seldom mentioned,—they are too
hefore our mind’s eye in all the glory of boy- | common. The venerable dominie who has
hood, on the topmost branch of some tall} grown white in the servige, and has come in
tree, or bringing up a penny from some un-; and out of the same school house for half a
known depth in the river, or thrashing some : century—flogged and taught the fathers and
rural giant who had the audacity to go to! grandfuthers of the rura} district—the phenc-
another school, but who for long and weary ' menon is now almost extinet, indeed has
vears have been grey haired men.  Who can . never tuken root in this western land. But
or would wish to part with these memories. instend of the mun with strong lines of char.
Oh! in those days time passed slowly anda ' acter, who knows Virgil and Horace by heart,
veur lasted u long time, and made many an © who can caleulate a Junar or make a sun dial,
abiding impression.  And then the school- | and has at his finger ends every verse in the
master! Who does not recollect every cran- . Holy Book, we have a set of wandering
ny of his character, his fuibles, his weak and | weaklings, who have been forced like mush-
s{rong points, his wondrous knowledge, his rooms, who teach phytology, or ontology,
awful frown, and his queer stories, 1ow he . or graphiolagy, or hydrology and such amuz-
was tormerted, or loved, or idolised, accord- | ing things ux our simple minded forbewms
ing to his peculior idiosyncrasy. We have ! never heard of—all learned in six months at
forgotten much, perhaps most, of what that , that wondetful fountam of knowledge—the
areat man taught or endeavored 2 teach us i i Normal School.  ‘Fhe modern schoolmusyc v
but one thing weare sure never to forget, :nd ; is nobody—nothing—a floating waif, u hu-
that is, the very points of the man himself.  man weed, changing its locality every few
In those days, to be sure, the dominie was | months v so, never taking root in any soil,
generally a man of character, intellecmally,’fed for a little upon meagre fure, and sent
made up of strength and "weakness, often ; away with more meagre pay,on the wide
addly and sometimes comically eombined. ‘ bleak world, to seek with lack Justre eye ami
Yet that character had its value, and certain-  heavy heart, for another poor resting place



