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number the entire population of the Brit-
ish isles. Numbers of them still retain
and exhibit much of the innate vigour!
and energy which they have derived from
the blood of the Affghans, Tartars, and
Moguls. Their faith, not less then their
descent, hase tended to confer on them a
character of sternness and intractability.
Iirst the conquerors, and for many centu-
rics the sovereign rulers, of Hindustan,
their minds are naturally filled with
visions of past glory, and traditions of
the magnificence of their empire. Re-
garding the British as the destroyers of
their power, the supplanters of their im-
perial dynasty, they cannot, and do not,
as a class, contemplate our sovereignty
with any feelings of attachment or loyal-
ty. On the contrary, hating us, on rels-
gious grounds, as they hate all other
Kaffirs or unbelievers in the faith of]
Islam, they additionally detest us onm,
political grounds, as in their eyes the
usurpers of their throne and sceptre—the
subverters of that absolute dominion
which they once wiclded over these
gorgeous realms. Accordingly, as I was
led some time ago to remark ina com-
munication elsewhere, the Mohammedans,
as a race, have for the last hundred years
not ccased to pray. alike privately in
their houses and publicly in their mosques
throughout India, for the prosperity of
the house of Timur or Tumerlane, whose
lineal representative is the titular Em-
peror of Delhi.  But the prosperity of
the house of Timur, in their estimation,
undoubtedly implies ncither more mnor
less then the downfall of the British
power, and the re-establishment of their
own instcad. In their case, therefore,
disaffection towards the British Govern-
ment, with an intense longing for its
speedy overthrow, is sedulously nurtured
as a sort of sacred duty which they owe
alike to their faith and the memory of
their ancestors.  Consequently, no meas-
ures, however conciliatory or advantage-
ous to them, on the part of our Govern-
ment, can ever render them, as a class,
well affected or loyal towards the British
Crown. Nothing, nothing short of com-
plete political ascendency will ever satisfy
them, so long as they resolutely adherc
to the faith and traditions of Islam.
Besides the private and public prayer:
alrcady alluded to for the prosperity of]
the House of Timur, there have been
circulating for many ycars past, among
the Mohammedans, what they reckon
prophecies connceted with the same sub-
ject.  These, like the predictions in
Virgil's .Encid, or Milton’s Paradise
Lost, have of course been written sub-
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these in Persian, through the ageney of
an intelligent Hindu friend, is now in
my possession. It purports to have been
indited by a great saint who flourished
before the age of Timur. After advert-
ing to his reign, and alluding by name to
his principal successors, and their distin-
guishing  characteristics, and glancing
somewhat cnigmatically at the perivd of
the battle of Plassey without actually
naming that cvent, it thus proceeds:—
*“’Thereafter, the Nazarenes shall possess
the whole of Hindustan, where, for a
century, they shall supremely reign; and,
during their time, when tyranny shall be-
come predominant, the king of the West
shall come forth for their destruction.
Between these there shall be many great
battles, which shall occasion miuch sacri-
fice of life, and the king of the West shall
ultimately gain the victory by the strength
of the sword of Hind, which shall crush
down the followers of Jesus. ‘The power
of Islam shall then remain in the ascen-
dant for forty years in Hind.

Any one who will try calmly to realize
these things,—the hatred which the Mo-
hammedans bear towards us as Aafirs,
and the special hatred which they enter-
tain towards us as Bwritish Kagirs, who
wield what they reckon a usurped poli-
tical acendency over the vast realm where)
they once reigned supreme,—and all this, |
coupled with daily prayers, in private and
public, for our overthrow, together with
popular vaticinations relative to the pre-
sent as the fore-doomed period of our
overthrow,—cannot but perceive what a
soil was prepared in the general Moham-
medan mind for designing intriguers, in
which to plant the standard of treason and
revolt against the British Crown. At
the same time, the feelings of discontent
and disaffection long gathering and brood-
ing in the mind of the Brahmanical race,
and their wishes and expectations relative
to a release from their present humiliat-
ing position, by the destruction of the
power that has degraded them,—all hap-
pening to chime in harmony with the as-
pirations of the Mohammedans,—one
may see how both parties, under the hal-
lucination of blinding sclf-interest, were
ready temporarily to compromisc their
radical and irrcconcileable differences, for
the sake of accomplishing an intenscly
desired common object. And what but
Christianity can furnish anything like a
commensurate counterpoisc to the bitterly
regretted loss of their carthly power, and
dignity, and renown ?
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Missionary Movement in Pictou.

scquent to the cvents which they profess
to forctcll.
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But by an ignorant, bigoted,, first cntertained the idea of raising £300 a
and prcjudiced race like that of the great, year for three years, in aid of the salarics of !

When the Superintendent of Missio- s

six visiting Missionaries within the bounds
of the Synod of Nova Scotiz, he was not
aware that he was to bave so many fellow-
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laborers in the same ficld of usefulness. Ile
was well acquainted  with the Juudalls
cexertions which were made annually in the
Province by other religious denominations,
for the support of Hume Missions,—such
exertions us ought also to be mede by cur
own people.
our Charch possessed sufficient pecuniary
resources to support not one or a few, but n
dozen of Missionaries, if they felt inclined
to do so.
not readily believe that there would be suffi.
cient zeal, energy and liberality in the
Charoh, to render o portion of these funds
available for such a noble purpose.
most agrecable and delightful thing to find
persons in this wicked world of ours, better
and more disinterested than we believed
them to be.
movements and undertakings in our Church,
have far exceeded our expectations. We did
not anticipate that the Colonial Committee
would send out so many Missionaries as they
have sent to our Province during the lust
eighteen months
the Missionarics would mect with such
eacouragement as most of them have received
since their arrival among us,  We couldnot
have anticipated that their arrival would
have called forth such strenuous exertions

He knew that the friends of

But he could not forsee, and Jid

Itisa

We frankly adwit that lte

We did not believe tha

for the support of the Gospel and the ex-
tension of our Missious, as they hove done,

in those paris of the Provinco where they
have been appointed to officiate.

It is now the desire and intention, we be

lieve, of most of our people, more especially the
younger members of our Church, that all

our congregations should, as soon as pos

sible, be self-sustaining.

A noble spirit of liberality and indepen-

dence has lately manifested itself in the very
stronghold of our Church in this colony, i

a way uot to be mistaken.  We nceed not
state bow much we are delighted with ths
Missiouary movement, and how ready and
willing we shall be to help forward the ex-
ertions of our friends in this good cause
We bave much pleasure, therefore, in trans
ferring to our pages the following excellent
extracts fromletterslately received by friends
in this city, from their correspondents in Pie
tou, in favor of this undertaking; and we
expect to be able to publish full accounts of
the formation and operations of the different
Associations which have been originated in
that county and other places, in succeeding
numbers of our Journal.

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Pletou, to s
Fricnd in Ilanfax, dated 19th Janvary, 189S,

We are cstablishing here a « Lay Avo
ciation ” which promises very well indeed,
its object being to relieve the Colonial Com
wittce, to a certain extent, of the heasy
drain we have been upon its funds in su-
porting Missionarics. The annual payment
is only half a dollar, and the thing has tab-
cn amazingly—almost every adherent of the
Church, whero it has been proposed, beon
ing a member; and, as we are a strong bodf
here, wo hope to raiso in this county alon



