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f'oftfé Soottish people have been brought
| iy the Héme Mission under the influerice
of Scriptural truth of which they were
previously ignorant, and have beeh led
to live soberly, righteously, and godly
j1the world. Deplomrf)le would have beén the
defieiency of religious instraction and pasteral
superintendenceé In many of our cities, large
towns, aud mining and manufacturing - istricts,
ifthe Home Mission Committee ha’ not aided
in providing additional-ministers and mission-
aries.  Inestimable are.ghe services to the cause
of morality and religioh and social order now
rendered by not a few prosperous quoad sacra

rish churches, which received from the Home

ission funde building grants, and also, till
they become self-supporting, gramts towards
the maintainance of their ministers.  The
gche e for which the Committee plead has es-
tzblished an irresistable claim to the Christian
liberality of the Church by the vast amount of
good which it has achieved.

“Last year the grave closed on the mort.l
remains of a mau who hed done more to pro-
mote Home Mi-sion enterprize in connection
with t"e Church of Scotland than any of his
contemporaries. Not merely ia the vicinity of
his own residence, but throughosut the whole of
Scotland, the late Mr. Whitelaw, M. P., for
Glaszow, was incessantly striving to render the
National Church commenswate withthe po-
pulaton for whose benefit it had been establish-
ed. To this object he devoted an amount of
money, of precious time, and of anxi us
shought, which onty his intimate friends cou d
in any degrec appreciute. ' While himoself, w th-
out asking extraneous aid, building chuici <
ard maintaining missioun ies or ministers in
places at which he either had property ur was
anemployer of labour, he generously tendered
handsome contributions to Home Mission
work, whenever he believed it to be requirsd.
His remova! in the primeof life the Committee
regard as a great loss to the cause intrusted to
them by the Churel, and they desire to py this
tribute of respect to his wmemory.

“*Hitherto hrith the Lord helpedus.’ Many
veluable human coadjutors having been ¢ -ken
from them by death, the Committee bese: ¢ 1 the
frequent prayers of the Church, that tle ever-
fasiing God, whose gracious kinduess in the
past thes gratefully acknowledge, may continue
to vouchsafe them the success which He alona
can command. Feeling that without Him they
can Jo nothing, and that with him on theic side
they can do all things, they entreat, from every
minister and congregation in the Charch of
Scotland, earnest interc~stion at the Throne of
Gracefor the outpoaring of His Spirit ont hem-
selves and their agents, a8 well as on those
among whom their work isconducted. These
petitions will drawr down from heaven showers
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of blessings, which will make the Home Mission
freld eultivated by our Charch as the garden of
the Lord, full of goodly plants, bringing forth
the fruits of fightevnstiess, unto the glory and
praise of God.
Tn name of the Committee,

K. M. Puix, CONVEXRR!

!

THE S8COTTISH PEASANTRY.

The best place to study the faces of
the peasants is in the Kirk; it is there
the sharpne¢s of their discernment is
most vechemently expressed in evety
line, for they are all critics ot the ser-
mon, and even of the prayers; but 1t is

there also that the sharpness of the
feature is most frequently scen to melt
away oefore emotions ot a nobler order,
which are less peculiarly, though far
lese permanently, theirs. It is a very
interesting thing to witness the stroggle
that seems to be perpetually going on
between the sarcastic and reverential
clements of their dispositions. How
bitterly they seem to rejoice in thewr own
strength, when they espy, or think they
ecpy, some chink in the armour of their
preacher's reasoning; and then with
what sudden humility they appear to
bow themselves into the dust before
some single solitary gleam of warm
affectonate eloquence, the only weapon
they have no power to resist.

It is in this mixture of sheer, specu-
lative, and hara-headedness, with the
capacity of so much lofty enthusiasm
concerning things intangible, that we
must seek for the differential quality of
the Scnttish puasantry.

ExaMprLE.—One watch set right will
do to set many by, but, onthe other hand
ane that goes wrong may be the means
ot mizleading a whole neighborhood;
and she same may be said of the exam-
ple we individua]ly setto those around
us.
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