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we one take szny notice or seem, to think
it a liberty. But on one occasion. when
a man dld so, 1 saw at once that it wai
looked upon as an intrusion, le was in
sitendance on a Brahnb widow lady of
some rank, who hati corne by lier mwn
desire to pay the visit with u8, and ahe,
though a stranger, wras received very
politely-but after a littie this man, who
was a sort of manager or cenfidental ad-
visr te the lady, fôllowed ui up-stairs
and seated hiniself on a coucix. I notic-
eci thut our hostees immediately becaine
very reseqved and tacitura, and that my-
two native assistants looketi grave.
Nothing was saiti at the time, nor was
ùny offence taken at us, but 1 was tolti
efterwards thatit was a thingý he ought'
biot to, have doner-sud 1 feit anoyed,
that it should have occurred in connect-
j on wfith Our visit 1 fancy it wag a bit of
Brolmin presumption. Th~e people be-

longred to the foiixth caste-the artisan;
but they were people of good standing-
the men ivere well educateti, enipk>yed in
a Government office, and, fortunately, of
liberal opinions, otherwise it rnight have
led te imnpleasant resuits; but I daresay
the Brahinin thought hie radier confèrr-
,ed an hou uir by entering, the bouse of one
whose cwaemie frotu the fCèt, ivhile h ii
ýcame ftomn the head of Brahrna.

Even male visitors, if well known to
the fainily, somnetimes cai in the absence
of the hiusband. 1 knew a yonng man,
a frienti of the husband's, but no relative,
who camie varlous tines to a bouse when
I wus expectedl, iu order to have sorne
talk on religiotis subjects. Frequently 1
fcuad a native doctor sitting with a wo-
man whose health was delicate, aud wbo
wfa8 a bigh-caste woman, sud rather ex-
clusive ; and 1 have Qeen a youug, stu-
dent, from one of tbe educational 0insti-
tutions, giving lessons to boys in the
sanie roomn where the mother wss en-
gaged in householti tasks.

Within th*i own circle, therefore, it is
evident that women of their clsas in

Western India amne a greator ainounit of
freedom than rnany in tlîis couitry iup-
pose; but it varicia rnuer, aî %ve bave
said, in individual Casets.

Sorne of the wUfien art- verv bard-
working, aud are vC'ry /au'd it',-oti/ît:
1 bave mnany a tim- been surry Èer thein,
toiling iu the mide- of sucli a inwddle as
mGst of their hous ,. are. Ouie case oe-
cuis te me of' a very rnl-ie.weakly
woman, witli an inîfant in he' W11181 and
another boy, hardly two yt-ar, 9'.J, bang-
ing on the ether arm, roariîîg ]u..tily be-
cause Mo could. not aiso be ta<eiî up. 1
begg,,ied him te let lus niothi.r alone, and
she excuse]I hini 'l'y coiyin-, he vsai un-
welI-"l ail night lie 1usd fever,- Ai1e said,
'.and 1 could get ne redt w;tth hinm."
lKnowing, that ber huîattuî liadi a good
ml1ary in the office whiere lie was bead-
,clerk, 1 said te ber mie day, -1You are
flot fit to do aUl Chs work alone ; why do
you flot get a servant ?" '1 Ali," she said,
" thRt i5 11ot SO easy ; thte WOeuî Of our
vaste do net go out te bervice, andi my
daughter-iîî-law is» Yto yung yet tu couic
te me and help iii the wurk, ýiu I must
just go on as I eaui-Lut," she continued,
"Gdo you know what the neigli!our-, are
doing ? iliey are telling my buuI>and that
1 amn si,,kly anid flot able for the work oe
the liou~.e, aind that lii utist taki! another
wit'e."

Surpri-ed and ihocked, 1 eŽxe1aimer7.,
indignantly, "bAnoilicr wife' anti tlien
loo1,ed, round at the iUtle brown boys
andi girls who were tcurnbling about tte'
room. "lOh lie will never do it," 1 said,
"andi you the niother of so many cbilti-
ren." Yes, she said, with a nmalf sob
that nearly cluoked lier; but 1 don't
thin& hie ii, only that is wbat they tell
hlm." 1 kuiew the inau well, and, te de
him justice, I dii flot tlîink hiim capable
of suclî c.nduct te su good a witèa as I
knew she was ; and my confidence in
him seemed te inspire her with the saie.
The event proed that, we were right,
for lie did ilci' follow thse advice of his


