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SR I forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hana forget its canning.””—Psi 137, v. 8.

The Past, Present, and Future of
Queen’s College Missionary
Association.

[We have received, for publication, an
®xcellent Address delivered on 15th April
aat, before the above Association, by its
Pregident, John McMillan, B. A., B. D, but
ave been reluctantly compelled to curtail it,
to meet the large demands on our space this
Wonth.—Ev. M. R.]

Gl::x'rl.l-:m:x.—Considering my position as
President of your Association, two things
®8pecially are incumbent upon me on the
Present occasion, viz.: 1st, to thank you for
the honour you have conferred upon me by
tlecting me to that office; and, secondly, to

Yesent an humble apology for my delinguen-
€Y in not giving the customary Address long
tre this. With the knowledge that I have

en prostrated in sickness by the visitation
an over-ruling Providence, and burdened
¥ severe lahors, I claim your forgiveness for
st shortcomings and for the meagreness
*d imperfection of these simple and hurried-
¥-written remarks,
) t18 not a little astonishing that we are
] disposed to dwell only on the present, to

%k but little to the future, and to disregard

® paat almost aliogether. While, howev-
th;_mmy are prone to forget the origin of

Ir honour and prosperity, and, overwhelm-

In the concerns of the present, to disre-
s"? the guiding hand of Providence in the
M‘Houn steps that led them upward to the

of fame, God forbid that we should for.
1t the rock whence we were hewn,—the
¢ band who met in 1850 tv form our As-

3

sociation, now so influential for goed, and
the struggles, trials, and labors of our pre-
decessors to establish, in this our Alma
Mater, a society whose influence might be
felt in the most remote corners of our land,
by its members speaking words of comfort te
those who mourn in Zion, by their guiding
erring -sinners back to the pe.ceful fold of
their Redeemer, and by their pointing all
men to the Cross of Calvary and the fountain
of Immanuel’s blood. On the other hand,
while we are in no great danger of being too
little engaged in the present, we should ever
have an eye to the future, and remember that
what e do now will form a precedent for
future generations.

Pardon me, therefore, gentlemen, while I
detain you in making a few remarks upon

“OUR PAST, OUR FRESENT, AND OURF TURE.”

More than fifteen years ago, on Jan. 15th,
1850, the first decisive steps were taken by
a few of tke students then attending our
Alma Mater to organize a Missionary Asso-
ciation; and, judging from the resolutions
adopted by them, they must have been men
of ardent piety and unwearied zeal, for the
felt themselves in duty bound to give evi-
dence of their gratitude to Almighty God for
the religious and social privileges they enjoy-
ed, “hy exciting themselver more energet:-
cally for the advancement of His cause in
the world.” Would that their spirit, in g
tenfold degree, animated us to encounter end |
overcome any difficulties that mty oppose us
in our proclamations of a Relecmer’s dying
love! When we read the records of the
weetings of the originators of our Assaci-




