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gregations and 18 missions including tiiose re
ceivcd from the Churcli of Scotland. Tltere ari
about, 140 missions under oui, charge nio% in ti
Synod ; it wilI takze but a fcw ycars with Godl'
blessing to niake theni congregations.

WORK AMONG TiE FRENOII1 IN
MONTREAL.

iiY 11EV. P. P. DUCLOS~.

l'o the EIlio of TuE, RECORD:

ABOUT two ycars ago I askcd and rcc(eivcc
Sfroin inany of your readlers iii Ontario anci

Qucbec, contributions iii aid of al %ork of evani
gelization in the east end of.-Mýontreal. I wvishi tc
say a word. about the Nv'ork carried on !in this lie,.
and growing district.

Up) to ten or flfteen years ago, Montreal -waý
growinzg steadily westward. 0f late the growt1i
of shipping and othier interests, have drawn to-
wards the east the attc¶îition of capitalists.
Millions of Protestant capital are niuov invcsted
i sugar reflning, cotton, slîoe, rolling ihîs,
glass, oil cloth, iron bridge works, toba~cco,
rubber and Nvall papcr jidustries ; besicles the
mnachine and car shîops of the C. 1P. R., giving

nploynient to sonie twvelve or fliÉcen thousand
working meni.

But every day iiuns and priests cry at the door
of the poor Nvorkers "give-give," aind thus
Protestant inonley lv'îîestly earnced gocs to enricli
the Ilomislh hierarchy. Some part witli tlîcir
offerings with plcasure tliiiigi it ivill pave the
way to hecaven, others are weary of their cliurcli
and losing the hope of ever iniproving tlîcir con-
dition, say to theniselves, " Let us drink and be
mnerry."

Tlîat district, about thîrec.fourthis of a mile
-%vide and two miles lonîg, wlîere somle 40,000 souls
wvork and live, is tlue iield whîer I hiave bccn
callcd to labor. How to get admission to the
homes; howv to get access to tlieir intelligence;
hoiv to seure the confidence of thîcir lîearts;
these were the probleins.

The flrst step -%vas to secure a rooni. A fcwv
families reneitly arrived fronii France and Bel-
gium, plcased at the attention showîî tlîem as
strangers iii tliQ ]and, and two Frenchi Canadian
converts furnislied the ucucleus of our first
meetings, and thieir childrcn the flrst Sunday
sehool class. Aîîd wvlat a classi Ten, flfteeîî,
twenty children, comiîîg iu and going out, un-
coutrollable, unable to sing, staring at 1-Irs.
Duclos and understandiîîg ]ittle or nothiîîg of
wvhat wvas said, walking out and pecping througli
the windows ! What a wvork to awakeil in sucli
a gathering, some spiritual intcrest and tiien
what a struggle on their part to slîake off old
habits ; old superstitions, old crecd and old
associations ; aîîd wvhat courage to face a i'lîolc
public,which 1do not, and docs'nt want to, uîider-
stand.

For quite il while attendance was very irregu-
c lar and very changeable-clîildren would. coinè
o oîîe Sundlay and stop away-thcnl corne again
s bringing aniotiier.

Aiftcr a tinie prcaclîing of the %vord wvas bcguîî.
Liglît pculetratcd thieir mninds-intercst grew-
childrcn nnd parents began to be more regular
iii tlîcir attendance. I rcincunber one cecning
iw'lîn at. the close of tue service the first ineteen
r~ose and exprcssed the (lcsire to renounce
forinally the errors of Roine.

It was found desirable to open a day sclîool-
whiclî provcd an effective stimulus to the wvork

-to a'vake ail the faceulties of the mmiid, thiat is tlîe
grcît sccret-wlien the mmnd is set thinkiîîg the

* worz i half donce. Some largeraco odto
wvliere to carry on tlic work became neessary.

Thaîîks to the recoînniendation of tlîe Pres-
l)ytcry and the liberality of friends, a brick

*clîurclî wvith accommodation for 250 and a sehool
rooin for 50 wcre crcctcd and opcned for public
services iii Mardi, 18M0, uiîder the naine of
"Eglise dc la Croix "-churclî of the cross. Our

people liked the iiamc aîîd chose it, because the
congregation traces its existenîce to the doctrine
of the cross, to tlîcir faitli iii the cross and be-
cause also hi our Uie of special diflinîties tlîcy
growv, work and live under the cross.

But grow-th is difFlcult,%vlicni confcssing Christ
means loss of fricnds, los% of -vorkz, exclusion
froin manufactures ; w-lien will tlîe Clîristian
capitalists, clîî-istiau maîîuf;îcturcrs, christian
flrmis, undci-stand that tlîey wvicld oxîe of flic
strongest pow'%ers cvcrused for thîe promotion of
mnorality and trutlî ! \Vill the fire that, burns in
the hiearts of soine chrîstians lu otlier lands ever
anlimate our public lîcre? Stili tîe work isgrow-
ing iii the east enîd of Montrcai-some 90 to 100
aduits meet iii tue Eglise de la Croixc at cither of
the Suîîday services to wvorslîip God. Seventy-
six youîîg people inchudig a Bible class, have
attended the Sunday schpol during tho ycar.
Seventy have attended the day sclîool. Thiere
are at prescat 5S children on tlic roll of the day
sehool, thougli there is virtually roomi for only
.18. Wlîile some of our childreîî acquire a taste
for English and attend our public sehools of the
Protestant Board of Commissioners, a large
number of R. C. childreîî attend our missionî
sclîool.

The annual festival -%as enjoyed by 110 grown
up mcembers of the congregation and 104 young
people.

As fisliers of nien we have so far drawn but
one licre and another tliere. But minds are
being preparcd, opinion is sloNvly being modifled
and the tinîe is coming whien nets wvill bc
rcquired and lîccome in use-tliat is tue liope of
the work and of the country.

R. P. DUCLOS.
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