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or ask for the renioval of the evil by prayer, until preceiving
the sorrow it caused lier miother, shie decided to niiake a
noveiia to obtain relief. Not ouly were lier wounds entirely
healed, but she neyer experienced the least illhîess, aithougli
she hiad alread ' recoimienced lier austerities with greater
fervor than ever.

About the year 1662, Margaret Mary being then about
fifteeni years of age, a change came iii the househokd wliich
has neyer been clearly explaiiîed, owing to the youing girl>s
extreme reserve iii speakiing of this part of lier life. After
lier miother's death, lier first fervor begaii gradually to wané.
The consciouisness of reniewed health and the con-sequent
teniptations bonui of a life of freedomn and the enjoymient of
conîpanionship of lier brothiers wlho were very fond and
proud of lier, the sotuewl'at worldly friendships wvhich she
had contracted, aud the love of society which liad began to
take hold of lier, havd a rather blightig eifect on lier (levo-
tions. This is lier own version of this phase of lie'r life:
for the dreadful w'orldliiuess of which shie accuses hierseif
s0 vehiemiently was liardly perceivable to others. Our
Blessed Lord wotild xîot suifer one of His chosen souls to
take pleasure iii aiiything.-, but Hùniself; and to bring lier

back -not to His
service, for this
she liad neyer left

r ~. but to the per-
- k "fect following of

the - way of sor-
rows,"> He sent
lier a freshi cross
as a tokeni of Ris
love. Tlîat cross
was a very bitter

'Margaret Mary tenderly cares for her mother one, indeed.


