THE MISSIONARY RECORD.

al power, the ordeals through which it
has arealdy prssed, the influences with
which itis adways found associated, and
the vautage gronnd it has already gaine
ed for it in the world, can have no
doliealty i concluding thar Christianity
is the system which isdestined touniver-
aal dituston. The prophets may or may
not have foretobl the final trivmph of
Chrlatiity 5 it may  or may not be di-
vine—tor we are supposing that the per-
son i forming his conclusions altogether
irrespretive ol these groumds, and s look-
ing simpdy at the past caneerand present
position: of  Chri:tanity ¢ but whatever
the propiets my have said, or however
itmay s awd as vexavds the diviney of
this syvatem, steh isats power over the
mind of man, amd so patarally and neces-
sty does it aliy itelf with those influ-
ences whicl have gaived, or ave rapiilly
miining the masiery n the world, wat it
s now plainly monfest that this s the
svtemy which 1s destined 1o tlourish and
to triumph  We passin review the other
sestetss and beders which compete with
Chvistinnity tor the dominon of the world,
asdesse made bis ten sons pass Letore
Samuel—bat wercjeet them all. There
comes one wder them naightier than they,
whose majestic form and noble bearing,
and who-e pasi ttinmplis, carned on ma-
ny @ hard-foughe field, cenify it as the
system boon to vade ahe worllo We ex-
elim, as did the Seer, when the Tast of
Jewe's sans stoad betore him, @ radidy,
and wiihal of a beantital countenance,
aml womdls to look to.” ¢ Thisis he, avise
and anoint bim.”  The vista of the fu-
ture as surveyed by the vedlecave eye of
reon, extubits ihe religions of the nati-
ons in their grave, and the dominion of
the world in tee hands of Christianity.
Let us fivst turn to the pastto hear
what it has to say as 1o the future desti-
nies of the pospel.  The fiest and  great
victory of Christlanity was gained 1 a
most disauds antagreous positivn—a positi-
o more disadvantazeous perhaps thaw it
will ever agun occapy. s fiest preach-
erscame from an obscure provinee of'the
Roman world ; as Jews, they had toen-
vounter a vast foree of prejudice ; as un-
cducated and illite:a-e men, they could
searce expect thar the Greek, vorsed in
the learning and philosophy of the times,
wouhl lend Ins ear or subwit his vnder-
standing to teachers whose language and
opinions would appear 10 him eqnaliy
stranze and barbarons Their Muster had
expired annd circumstances of the utinost
ignoininy. Chuistianity wasnew, and had
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then no triumphs to shew asaclaim on the
attention of mankind; the idolatry whicl i3
sought to displice was tenced around by
the reverence which belongs to an ancient
Leliet, and was upheld by the literature,
the vives, and the political authority of
the times: yet, singly, by its own intrins
sie foree, did the gospal seatter this a~-
ray of opposing obstacles, and  became
the religon of the Roman state. It tri-
umphed in those very centres where the
philnsophy, the idolatry, and the atheism
of the ancient world were most firmly es-
tabiished.  This was not the act of a
weak system. Surrounded by disadvan-
tazes such as never weighed down system
betore, we behold it, in the exercise of
an irresistible power, compelling the ho-
wage of the Bowan minid, when thag
wind was i the prime ol irs atrength.—
Such was the first vietory of Chinstanity,
Is there ne presumption here that this
system is destined to universal ascendan-
ey ?

" The past tells us further, that it is pre-
cisely the wow enligluened ares of the
world in which Chroetianity has Qourish-
ed  Is this an evidence off weakness or
of strengh 2 Is this o presage of prema-
ture dissolition, or of' a universal reign
amdan eterniiy of tervesttial existence,
Well, then, it is light that is the conpe-
nial ciement of Christiani'y, amd it is in
the sunshine tha it spreads its bonghs
wider around, and lifis its branches high-
er towards heaven. This position has
been conelusively and undeniubly esta-
Wished by the history of the past. Fhreo
tunes has s grvat experiment been
made, and each tune with the same ve-
sult. . The world has had three bright in-
telleetual days, alternating with dark and
drearly long nights, and cach time in-
tellectual light and Christianity have
revived and (lonrished tozether It wag
the nosn of Greek and Roman intellocs
when Christianity fivst showed hevself to
the world.  Did she, scaved by the light,
immediately withdraw?  No, she stood
her groand, and not only so, she prevail
ed. lad Christianity been a weak sys-
tem, even thoush atrue system, she would
undoubredly have gone to the wall. She
would have been unable to make room
for hersclf; and afiera feeble strusgle
with existing systews, she would Lave
disappearved. . Not  so  Christianity 3
though young and a stranger, and unbe-
friemled, sneered at by philosophy,seowl-
ed upouw by idolarry, struck at by the iron
band ot despotic power, she vated not
a jot of Lopaand heart ; but, fecling that




