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le day in seven? But this is impossi-
le. The world has claims upon him,
which, if he does not permit them to en.
gross him, at least demand much of his
time. ‘This life has its claims as wcll as
the next.  The body must be cared for
as well as the soul: And withmany,these
occupy a very disproportioned share of
theirattention. This world is every thing:
this life is every thing: the body is every
thing, with them.  They forget that there
is a world beyond the present ; that there
is another fife beyond'this ; that the soul
has immortal wants which must net be
overlooked, however urgent or pressing
the wants of the body. The true people
of God-—those who worship God here in
the Spirit—reverse this order in their
concerns or interests. Eternity and not
time, the soul and not the Dody—the
next world and not this—occupy their
first regards: but even with respect to
them, it is but a scason or intervals, that
they can give to such objects or pursuits.
In heaven God and Christ and spiritual
things will be “all in all.” Their atten-
tion will be undivided, their interest un-
distracted, their time uninterrupted. It
will beall devotion, all high and holy
communion. It will be a mighty change
that will have passed upon the soul when
it has reached the heavenly state, when
it has entered within the gates of the
new Jerusalem. It will be absorbed in
God. God will be all in all toit. It
will supremely love him: it will be en-
tirely devoted to his glory : ibwillseek no
other happiness than his favour: it will
find suflicient employment in the contem-
lation of his perfections. Are not these
Just the very objects for which we go to
the sanctuary on earth >—to enjoy God
—1o0 glorify God—to contemplate him—
increase our acquaintance with him ?—
Now, these will furnish sufficient occu-
pation and happiness to the saint in hea-
ven. God's favour will be a never-ex-
hausting spring of happiness—his glory
an endless object of pursuit—his perfec-
tions an unfathomable mine of thought
and contemplation, It will be eternity,
infinity, that will open before the view of
the redeemed soul. Are there not the
wonders of creation—of a universe which
God bas filled with the manifestations of
his power and wisdom and goodness—to
s-an ?—yre there not the marvels of re-
demption to ponder ?—are there not the
at rhutes of God himself to contemplate?
* b1y not these well occupy eternity ?—
tispecially God in Christ, or Christ as
the way to God—the mysteries of God
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incarnate, the height and depth, and

Jength and breadth, of redceming love :

The unfathomable grace, the incompre.
hensible merey, the inconceivable love
of God, and Christ, and the blessed Spi.
rit: these will excite endless raptures,
and call forth eternal praises. It is on
these accounts that there is no temple in
heaven, and that John, when he was fa.
voured with « vision of the new Jerusa-
lem, aud naturally looked for the temple,
corresponding, it may be, though infinite.
ly superior, to the temple in the earthly
Jerusalem, with which he was familiar,
forgetting for a time the distinction be-
tween the heavenly and the earthly ci-
ties, says: * And I'saw no temple there.
in” ’

Do we not learn from this subject the
impossibility of enjoying heaven, unless
we feel delight in the sanctuary on earth?
There is no temple in heaven just be-
cause all heaven isa temple; and in
stead, therefore, of this subject encourag-
ing indifference to the carthly sanctuary,
it, on the very contrary, shows us the ab:
solute impossibiliry of heaven being at-
tained by any buc those by whom tie
sanctuary on earth is relished. If all
heaven is a temple; if this be the very
heaverly state : then, we must have de-
vout and pious minds, before we can re-
lish its occupations. We must beableto
delisht in God—in contemplating his
perfections—in oftering him worship-in
doing his will—in seeking his glory. Eve-
ry thing else must yicld in comparison to
tgis God must be all in all to our souls,
or supreme in our affectitns,. We must
not care so much for the world, for the
enjoyments of this life, for the wants of
the body—as for the favour of God—
communton with him—and the delights
of his service. Isit so with us? Letus
look to this; for assurcdly not otherwise
shall we be fit for heaven—for the servi-
ces and enjoyments of the heavenly ten-
ple. And if we have not this fitness, this
qualification, let us seek to attain it—
seck to have our desires changed—our
souls renewed—our affections st upon
God—that God's favor and friendship and
service, may be our chiefest happiness,
and highest joy.

Those will surely reach heaven who
could already take pleasure in its occupe-
tions, who truly enjoy the services of
the sanctuary on earth! They are mak-
ing meet to be ers of its Joys. They
have already its predilections and its
tastes. They have a true relish for the
service of God. Fhey count God their ox-




