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ther-ii.law), nild Presidents Blair and Hope
iii our ow.- day, aire ail more or ]est dirct.
1v in thvour o? the existene of this particu.
litr piovr; -*bIile the gonertil doctrine of the
absolute iludepeudence of the Churcli courts
in matters ceciesilistical, and thli ineompe.
tcî-cy of tlîis Court to interfère witli thi,,
excella as to civil cousequences, is distinct-
ly recogniseid by Stair, Kauîeb, Lord Pres.
fouigrauge, and M r. Croslîie, à~d in the nr-
glntents andi decisions of this Court ilseli'
ini the cases of Autc! s erniuiltv, Lan-ark, anti
1>unse-especially as reportoti by LortiMon-
lioddio-I niuse be perînitteul f0 sfl, dhit t/e
îîovelty is, bovouti ail dispute, on the sie of
those who liave rocntiy eballeugeti its legai.
iry, and flot of those who arc stili inclinti
to upholti it- Andi, indeed, when 1 lurther
coii.îder the ulianiînoas andtti uuh alcenged
votes by which tlic law adînitting theohapol
ministtrs andi tlîozc.of the parliatnentary
chutrches to the f ni. priviloges of tlic estab-
lishmient, in 1833 andi 1834, and tîte decisi-
on actually î)ronotinco<, upon the assump.
tion of this Icgality, by this Court iii 1836,
(thougli iftertv:trds dlepartoti froin,) 1 can
onfertain no doubft tîtat the clear recogniti-
on of lîis po ver iii the statute of Vill. IV.,
as to voluiitarily cndovcd chnrehes, ivas not
introduccd iniatvertontly or without dune
consideration i but upon a clear andi, 1 eau-
net but think, a înost reasonable conviction
in tîtose wvlo l)reparct iut, thtit by the lawv, as
thon tundcrstood, tîtese apîboiutments were
bcyoud doubt wvithin flie lawvfnl poiver and
competcncy of the Obunrel,. 1 cannot, there.
forc, part quife so liglîtly as some of' your
Lordships seein inclincti to do -%vith titis
distinct recognition of the powver now (Jues-
tioncd, in a recelat statufe of tlic realin ; anti
thougli, 1 knuv flot whlnt doubts, andi I
kuow flot ivlat fears, baye sînce failen upon
il-, I feel rnyseif constrainoti to say, that I
s/adi lîold as long as I can b11 the lit w/uc I
1carnedl ini my youth, and have yet scen no rea.
son Io, abandon in niîy o/l aye."

Let tho pieailingsi then at the bar of the
civil courts-let the opinions of the Jadges,
whether in the rnajority or in tue minorify,
of the Court of Session-lot the opinions of
the Lawv Lords -%vho expressed their minds
on the Auchtcrardcr cases-lot ail tiiose be
considereti, andi it wili ho --.dodnt that, whiie
there wvere opposing parties pieading for
very dufrèrent objects in Ile courts, whiie
flîcre wcrc conflicting opinions among tho
Judiges of tlic Court of :Sessioa as to the de-
cistons that ouglit to have beon givon in the
cases referred toi there was but one opinion
enterfaincti hy the counsol, by tIhe Judges,
anti by tlhe' loarned Lords in tho bouse of
Poors, as to wvhat mnust hoe the position of
the Churcli under the authority of the deci-
sions wbich have been actually gîven, which,
have noNv beconie final, and which the Staie,
liy the rcjection of flac Claim. of Righf, has
declareti to involvo thec terris on which the
Establishmnent is now uphielti. Wlîst one

porftion of theso mon animet nt, %vhnt Rnothier
portion of thoni deprecafeti. as luecessarily
involveti in iliat interpretarion of flac laws
whlich met with flac sanction of ftic State,
has licou tilly rcaiized ; andti la Ecelesiasti.
cal Establishment of Soland is riwW di-
vesteti of overy partirle of freedoni as a
Clitreîî of Chris.t. It is formally plnccd, as
a more corporation, miller the coutr'tl of the
Court of Session. As Dr. MculIocb, Ni-
rîistcr of Ilhe West Paris9h, Ureelnoek, accur.
ately expresseti if, " the Chureli is laid tiros-
trate at flae fect of tho civil Maltgisîr-ate."

It is very evidont, thon, that the Estali.
lishiment, now uphll in Scotlnd cannot l>o
recognizedl as the proper roi )rsentativeo f
the Church tbat waî esalied a: thse Re-
voîntion. If t'je " oufti Mliaisters" coulti
have submittcd f0 sutli f'srms as those on
iwhielî the Establishment is now kept tîp-
if tley co ]l ave yieldod as suhnutissiveiy
to the olding of talc civil magistrate as
the mn wbo nowv occu?)y the parish pulpits
in Scotianti; it is vcry i bar fInit thero coulti
havo boon no ueti to prepare the way for
their rotura to tho Establishmient, hy the ah-
rogafion of the Iîarlianienfary enaecfmcnf
asserting the King,'s suprcmacy ,in causes
cecclesiastical;" thero couid. have been no
reason wvhy they shitl ever have oecupicd
the position of - outet inister-." at ail. A
Churth whiosc very ivomcn could suifer
niartyrdoni rather titan compromise the
crovn righfs of flac Redeemer, would flot
readiiy aoknowlcdg-e as their legitimato de-
scendants a body -whlo, rathor- than forego
their tcmporalities, mwould yield the most
abject suibniission to the dictation of Cacsar
in respect fo the affitirs of Christ's bouse.
Ilut there is as littie reason f0 suppose, that
the Seceders of the Associate l>reshytory
would aekniowledge as their geauino repre-
scufatives those ivho, witnes5ing suci sati
defections, had no testimony to liftî up a-
gainst thcm. Tbey would sâcorn the idea
tlîat the profesf which bati heen left with
tlac Establishment in 1733 couiti meef thc
exigency of the case that was presenteti ia
1343.

It is, howevor, quife possible that ncw
grounti may ho boere taken up, andi that the
brcfhroa of the Presbyterinn Synoti may
inainfain that they have exteadoti their Pro-
test and their Tcstimony beyond thatwhich,
was maintalaci b y flic primitive Secedors
-that whereas t boy simply liffed up flicir
testimony against flie prcvailing moderato
siajoiifies of their day, the bretbren of thse
11resbytcrian Syaod lift up their tcsfiasony
against the entiro Churcli as an Ecclesiasti-
cal Estahlishment, and wouid trace aIl the
evils of that hondage to whichi the Fre
Church would not submit exclusivcly andi
necessarily to the vcry condition of an Es-
tablishiet Chnrch. This woutd ho speaking
ont; snd it seoms, a toast, to bce cbear-
ing of t ho remark which the bretfli
make wben fbey say, IlSo far ffAmn approv-


