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One of the resuits of Feudal times -%vas the arbitrary line
drawn, betwveen the upper and lower classes, or the aristocrats and
bourgeoisie as they were called. The nobles were the sait of the
land during the emergence from. barbarism, and seemed to, think
thems<elves yet so. But the Rings had taken awvay their powver
and left thein only the sheli of their aincient autho-rity. The goev-
erument of France wvas in hands of members of the bourgeoisie who
had bought titles from the Ringl. Iïolders of these bought tities
were dcspised by the nobility. These tities wvere bouglit to, escape
the enormous taxation and nuinerous disabîlities of tlîeir class.
Tley could flot hold office, or enter the court, nor obtain com-
missions in the army or navy.

The aristocrats on the other hand spent thieir enormous rev-
enues in luxury and dissipation -%vitli the Riing at Versailles. They
left their estates and neglected their tenants. Their agents -%vhom
they left ini charge ground down the peasantry to, obtain xnoney
for their masters' pleasures. The chidren of the nobles were
neglected and allowed to, grow up amongst the iîrnnorality of the
tinie, -%ith the rc.sult that each gencration, grew more shallow and
dissipated tlîan the last. The upper classes gradually lost all be-
lief in religicon but stili continued to observe ils outw'ard forms.
Tlie -%vorks of Voltaire and Rlousseau -iere eagerly read in their
parlors and discussed at their dinners. Little tlîey thought, that
they criticized so cager]y tlieir own death-wvarrant.

In the Churcli the saine dist.inct.ions -%vere dritw.n as in the
world. The Bishops and Abbots aud other dignitaries were al
nobles and they rcccivcd enorinouis revenues ranging froin forty
to, four hundred tliousand livres. The most of these fortunes ivere
spent annually at Paris or 'Versailles ivith the rest of the gay
crowd around the king. Their cloisters and monasteries were
neglected as ivere the estates of tie nobles. Bishops' palaces
were used as country bouses to give pîcasure to the friends of
their holders.

On tixe other haud the cutrés or parish priests received on]y a
inere pitta.ce froni two, hundred tG, five hundred livres annually.
T.hey 'were the reai nîainstay of the Church and their lives of self
deniai were devoted to the -%velffare of their parishes. But the
people were more scanadalized by the lives of the few bishops
than edified by the lives of the rnany prieste.

Nevcrtheiess the Ohurcli wa.s the onily body in the kingdlom
that had real liberty. Every five years four delegates, two Irom
the priest-hood and two, from the episcopacy from eaoh province
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