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"The 4 th V.B. Norfolk Regiment, owing to punctured tyres.
"The Queen's Edinburghi R.V.C., and the 2nd team, Galloway

R.V.C., for physical reasons.
Nov it must first be observed that the running of the two

winingic teains this year ivas -at the rate of about 15 2 miles an hour,
as against about 12 Y_,' miles an hour by the ivinning tearn Iast year
-an cnormous increase of speed. This may be put down chiefiy
to the fact that the roads were iii good order in 1895, ivhereas in
1894 they ivere literally seas of inud. But it is also to be noted
that the ivinning tean this year rode two tandemis and a single,
whereas last year they rode singles only. In any case, the perform-
ances of ail the first five, and especiaily of the first tWvo, were very
fille.

IlLooking at these resuîs fromn a military, as opposed to a purely
raciîig point of view, one's thoughts on endurance naturafly
separate in their relations to the rider and his mount. Considering
the pace aimed at, and necessary to ivin, in such a competilion, it
would bie astonishing if there wvere not, ont of the forty-five coni-
peting, one or tvo who wvere unfit to finish ; and if one man fails
in a teani, the team is disqualified. Two îeams wvere thus ' put out
of action' by oiie mnan each. Another point, hocwever, is ivorth
noting. Although the 26th Middlesex only came in fifth, they
finishied in splendid condition. They were fit t0 use their rifles
against an enemy, biad there been one. This could not have been
said of ail the menîbers of the other teans ...

But equally important îvith phys-cal endurance is machine
endurance. Flhis year, as last, the chief accidents which eiîber
delayed or stopped the teamns ivere due either 10 punctured tyres
or broken chains. The tîvo teamns of the Galloways, for instance,
liad ten punctured lyres. The 6th V.B. Liverpool ivere arrested
in niid carcer by a broken chain. Last year the accidents were fiar
more nunierous, owing 10 the stale of the roads; and the piopor-
lion of broken chiains, owving 10 the absence of gear cases and iveak
chains, ivas enorinous. But even ivith this year's greac iniprove-
nient, the lesson lias not been compietely learat. And it is one of
the great uses of Mhis conîpetition t0 bring before both Voluriteer
cyclists and the nianufacturers the fact that, unless a machine c.1n
be relied onl 10 stand such strains as Ibis withi cci-tainty, il is use-
less for iilitary purposes. The winning team hiad no punctures
and no broken chains; but they had Dunlop lyres sp5ecially j»c-
pared fo;r iifiary _Oiiy5oses, and they liad chain guards."


