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the unbeliei ai the disciples wben thcy could nat cure the cpi-
ltptic boy-«" 0 iaithless and perverse generatian." }Taw be
repraves the twa disciples on tbe way ta Emmaus as"I Faolisb
and slow ai heart ta believe "; and bow be insists on the
Potency ai Faitb, if even as a grain of mustard seed, ta remaove
Moauntains out of aur way. We mnay well ask why are the
devils flot naw cast out ? Wby do we find aur way bedged in?
Why do we find aurselves truckling ta an evil world, and re-
sorting ta all kinds ai questionable expedients ? Why are we
deploring the aggressions ai worldliness, superstition and in-
fldelity, instead ai being the aggressars aurselves? Why, but
because ai aur own infldelity.

What most injures bumanity is not the infidelity or un-
'vise credulity ai the unfortunate souls wbo knaw flot tbe
Scriptures nar the power of God, nor that ai those who
thoughtîessîy neglect ta accept God's gift ai salvation, nor
tven that ai those who scoif at God and religion. It il the
infldelity of proiessing Christians, who conform tbemseîves ta
the warld, wbo weakly succumb ta the oppanents ai the
trixth, and fail ta give a reason for their iaitb and hope, who
WilI flot make cnnfession before men, and decline ta make
anY sacrifices for Christ's Kingdom, wbo will not walk in
Gad's strength or accept the commission and opportunfities
lie gives :it is tbis prevalent infidelity ai Christians, flot cur-
refit but stagnant infldelity, tbat is the ruin 0f the present age.
Werc aur Master now among us, it is ta be ieared tbat the
Words Il0 faitbless and perverse generatian " would be ad-
dressed flot ta the infidel Sadducees or credutous Pharisees
If aur time, but rather ta those wba profess ta be His awn

disciples. By faith, in the tintes ai aId, even befare the ligbt
ai Cbrist's personal teacbing dawned on tbe world, men and
Warnen Ilsubdued kingdoms, wrougbt rigbteousness, obtairied
Promises, stopped the mouths ai lions"3 ; and it now only re-
quires like stalwart, flrmn and rational faitb ta enable us ta
Iltutn ta fligbt the armies ai tbe aliens " and ta canquer the
World for Christ.-Presbyterian Collegre .7ourna.

PRESBYTERIANJSM Y.N TUE NORTH-WEST.

BY PROFESSOR BAIRD, B.D., MANITOBA COLLEGE.

Tht circumnstances ai the country during the year 1891
have been favaurable ta the develapment ai missionary
activities; there bas been a cansiderable increaseoaipopula-
tion tbrougb immigration, new railwaylines are being built,
or bave been compîeted. A bountiful harvest bas been
gatbered in, and altogether the people, freed iront undut anx-
itty about making ends mieet, bave been unusually witling ta
Coftemnplate and put into executtan plans for churcb exten-
Sion and for the better arganization ai Christian ivork.
Growth ini these respects is ai course only externat, and is by
fia fieafis a decisive test ai the deepening and hallowing ai
tht religiaus lufe, but it is confirmatary evidence ; and Mare
direct evidences bave flot been at ail lacking ini Iflly congre-
gations that tht Spirit ai God bas been mightily present ta
change tht hearts and buiîd up the lives of His people. It
is onty iacts, however, cannected witb the external growtb
If the Churcb that came in any general way witbin reacb
If the chronicler, and ta such, therefore, the present article
Mtust confine itseîi.

The SYnod of Manitoba and the North-West Territaries
is the largest Home Mission field ai the Canadian Churcb, and
accardingly it il ta this filîd that attention mnust first an~d
chieflý be directed. The progress that marks tbe year bas
been More conspicuaus in British Columbia than in any other
Part ai the Synod. Tbirty years ago the worlc at N ew West-
iifster, in the banda ai the Rev. R. Jamieson, wbiich was

ntaifitained by the Canadian Churcb, was ctassed as a "lFor-
eign,, Mission. For mnany years aur work in that ricb pro-
vince languished, and even with considerable contributions in
Mien and ntaney front the Church ai Scotland-wbicb bas

bena gond iriend ta these colonists eccîesiastically-but
litepragress was made; but a change bas came witbin re-

cent vears, and now, in the lamne, year as it happens in
which the last cangregatians in cannection witb the Cburch
ai Scatland, Nanammo and Nicola, came into the Canadian
Churcb, the Presbytery ai Columbia makes application ta

-*It is not merely along the recognized lines ai premching
anad church building that progress is evident. A vigoraus
effort has been made during tht jfear ta, supply needy set-
~tments with wholesaxùe literature. For many years sme-
thing in a sporàdic fashion bas been dont in this direction,
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but it was left to the Presbytery of Calgary to 'organize for
the puirpose, and mnake tbe most of such literature as it
could lay its hands on. Inspired by ths zeal of the Rev. C. R.
Gordon, of Banff, a Presbyterial circulating library bas been
formed, and under the auspices of this association several
hundreds of books bave been collected A parcel of these is
sent to a neighbourbood and kept in circulation tilt most of
tbem are read ; then anotber parcel, wbichbhas been in use
in anotber part of the Presbytery, is substituted for the first,
and so on. It is difficult to imagine any part of the Cburch
wbere sucb a scbemne is more needed or is more likely to be
successful. The people in the North-West are for the most
part readers, many of tbem readers of an especially intelli-
gent class. The winters are long and so severe that not a
great deal of work can be donc out of doors. In many
places, owing to distance, frequent social intercourse is flot
easily maintained. In order to awaken a deeper interest in
tbe special mission work in wbich the Church in the North-
West is engaged, an excellent montbly paper of modest
dimensions bas been establisbed. The Western Missionary
contains every montb a well-selected amount of valuable in-
formation respecting tbe work among the Indians, as well as
of a more general character. In short, it makes an able pre-
sentation of tbe practical Christian work tbe Church is try-
ing to overtake in this new land. The venture bas met with
a very gratifying degree of success botb witbin and without
the Synod, and gives promise of surviving the dangers whicb
beset sucb publications in tbe critical days of their 'lnfancy.

The interest tbe city of Winnipeg feels in-the evangeliz-
ing of tbe country was shown very clearly last spring, when
tbe Superintendent of Missions was engaged in collecting
special contributions to provide for tbe extension of Home
M ission work, in tbe face of a threatened deficit. Of tbe
$13,ooo, aIl told, which he collected, fully one-tentb was
raised in Winnipeg itself. And since tbese sums are guaran-
teed annually for five years, and are to be paid in addition to
tbe sums now contributed for the scbemnes, it will be evident
that tbe star of Home Mission work is in tbe ascendant.

In several of the western towns evange listic meetings were
beld last winter, and in most cases witb results of a very grati-
fying cbaracter. Portage la Prairie recei ved i 5o members at
one communion ; Port Artbur, sev!nty ; and Regina, forty-
seven. And somne of tbe mission congregations sbow propor-
tions quite as bigb. Golden streamn, an outlying part of the
Gladstone congregation, received tbirty-three members at
once ; Keewetin, thirty-five, and otbers at tbe same rate.
Along witb growtb of tbis kind tbere naturally cornes a
drawing of the denonîinations more closely to one another,
and tbe Preshyterian Cburch, as responsible for the religious
training of about one-third of tbe people, according to the
census, finds berself face to face witb a problemn which sug-
gests the modifving of some of our traditional Prersbyterian
usages. Wben a community. in wbicb tbere are balf-a-dozen
denorninations, none conspicuously more numerous than an-
otber, and the people unite in asking tbe Presbyterian
Cburch to establish services among tbem, it is evident
tbat a new responsibility is laid upon us. Tbis bas been done
in cases wbere the people frankly confessed tbat tbey were
anxious for religious services, and flot especially for Presby-
terian services. Is not the Cburch justified in modifying
ber form of worsbip in sucb a case ? We profess to behold
witb regret tbe di iisions that keep up two or tbree weak con-
gregations and balý.supported ministers in one little village,
for wbicb a single pastor is quite competent to do ail the
work needed ; we pray and we legislate tbat sucb a scandaI
may cease. Sball we tben, wben tbe people are ready, and
ask us-as tbey bave donc in some cases-be willing to leave
in the background some of our traditional Presbyterian
forms, dear as tbey are to the bearts of some of us, in order
tbat tbe doctrine of tbe cross may bave tbe opportunity 'of
commending itself, witbout let or bindrance, as tbe power of
God and the wisdÔm of God. Here is our opportunity if we
wish to show tbat the Presbyterian Churcb is not intended
only for Scatcbmien and their descendants, but is adapted to
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mission anîong tbe Indians of British Columbia, and, after a
prospectilig tour up tbe coast as far as Alaska, bas settled
among the natives on the west coast of Vancouver Island, at
AIberili, and is busy witb tbe language. Hie bas already
opened twa Sabbatb scbools among tbe cbildren, and bas in
immediate contemplation a plan for taking some ten chiîdren
inta tbe bouse in wbicb be lives, and converting it into a rudi-
inentary boarding and industrial scbool.1

The third case of new work is Miss Baker's mission
sChool among the Sioux Indians at Prince A lbert, wbich made
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a small beginning a little more tban a year ago in a tent, and
which, establisbed now in a more permanent abiding.place,
gives promise of much usefulness.

In response to an earnest request from tbe Presbytery ai
Calgary, Mr. Thomas Paton, formerly a missionary in Cbina,
bas been set apart to carry on mission work among tbe Chi-
nese, considerable rrumbers of whom are employed in tbe
minîes, lumber camps and towns in the Rocky Mountains.
For the present Mr. Paton spends part of bis time also
among the white settlers in the sanie territory, and bis work,
especially among the Chinamen, bas already been signally
blessed.

The interests of missions in the west bave always been
closely identified with those of Manitoba College. Sbe sent
forth fifty labourers into the harvest last spring, ten of wbom
were young m'ýn who had completed tbe theological course.
She is thus able to supply more than baîf tbe. fields within
the Synod for wlich students or catecbists are required. But
the very efficiencv with which the work is overtaken in tbe
suommer causes the wauit of supply in winter t 'o be more pain.
fully felt. During the winter ber students supply some
eighteen or twenty places which are said to be within reach
of the College, but which are still se far away-one train a
day being still the rule on western railways-tbat the student
does not get home tilI late on Monday aternoon, and tben
in a fatigued condition from long driving that unfits him for
steady intellectual application. After att these bave been sup-
plied, and aIl for whichi catecbists can be got, tbere remains
still thirty-flve mission fields unprovided for. Tbis is a con-
dition of affairs wbich bas led to such serious losses in thie
past, and it so neutralizes each summer's work'tbat the tbeo-
logical protessors bave felt moved to offer that, if tbe Gen-
eral Assembly sa requests, the theological session of Manitoba
College shaîl be held in the summer rather than in the winter,
50 as to set free a band of young men each autumn to take
the places of those students who return to resume their
studies in other calleges. The proposai bas already met with
the approbation of Synod, and seems both to meet tbe needs
of the case more fully, and to be open to tewer serious objec-
tions than atlything that commended itself to the General
Assernbly at Kingston as a possible solution of wbat is admit-
ted on aIl hands to be an evil for wbicb some cure must be
found.-Presbyterian Year Book.

HO0W A RE WE TO E VA NGELiZE THE WORLD, P

MR. EDITOR,-I would say, first, Begin at home by remov-
ing the hindrances to tbe spread of the Gospel. In our day
pride in the Church is a great hindrance ; it leads ta extrava-
gance and extravagance leads to debt, and debt in a great
measure kills the missionary spirit. How can a Cburcb be a
missianary Churcb wben tbey gre asked twice a vear for
money te pay interest on mortgage ? Wbat ougbt ta go for
missions goes to pay interest. Is it flot solemn mockery ta
dedicate a Cburcb ta God witb a debt on it that will crush the
missionary spirit out of its members and stunt the spiritual
growth of the rising generatians? Some will ask wbere is the
extzavagance and point to Solomon's Temple. Was it flot a
national building and clear of debt ?

Is bhere flot a spirit of rivalry in the Churches in aur day
wbich Ieads to adding mortgage ta mortgage, and that means
adding hindrance to bindrance to the spread of the Gospel.*Anything that hinders the spread of the Gospel mnust be
of the evil One. How are we to rem.nove the evil ? I would
say, by every one of us giving one-tenth of our income ta the
Lord, and others niigbt give more, as it would be easier for
some to give one-fifth than others ane-fiftietb. Then there
would be no Cburch debt, and one of the devil's strangest
bolds would be taken. Let us try and belp to bring aIl the
big artillery in this city and country, yes ada in the world, ta
bear on the fartress of tbe enemy of sauls filled witb pounds
and dollars and blow every mortgage and note out of
existence.
. Then we would bave a truc missionary Churcb, and the
next Church dedicated ta the Lord will be a wbole offering
and not a part, lamne or diseased. 1 would like ta bear front a
more able writer on this subject.' A LAYMAN.

future 13y a native mnnstry and native belpers-;-but-we are a*s
yet at the stage ai foundation-taying, and the e'xperience of all
Missionary organizations is that devoted Christian womnen
can render maost valuable service. Wbat is it that mnakes
Northern Formnosa so strîking 'an exception ? Mrs. jaraie.
sanps letter does flot iurnish any explanation. Yours truly,

D. J. MACDONNE.LL,
St. AndIrewzs iManse, Torontc, Feb. ïj, r8.?,


