24 Loreasing.

and use the entreating tones of the humblest suppli-
{ cant, and then frown and fulminate without mercy.

feet decp, where he was obliged to bury Guibord, the

R cemetery to the care of the Virgin Mary, Guibord

B many prayers,andnearlytwo years agothe bones of the
B st Bishopof Montreal and of the late Archbishopwere
B deposited within the walls of the cathedral ; and yet
S iast winter for the purposes of gain t was desecrated
BB by mffies, lotteries, wheels of fortune, etc., so that
R the writers in the daily press did not hesitate to call
R it “aden of thieves”

B crees all prove that itis steadily intolerant and hostile
& 10 human freedom and progress
EP - . Protestants think it1s not nght to meddie with ther
BB creed let them be consistent and abstawn from send-
B8 ioz missionaries to those of similar creeds, Moham-
&® medans, Buddhists and Parsees,
P alone she is ready to advance and exercise complete
W% dominion.

S 1he Old World, and by her many superstitions filled

B them with utter unbelief, so that the intelligent men
A cenerally—in Austrie, France, Italy or Spain-——are n-
oW fidels or atheists.
Ml and has a vastly stronger hold on the resources and
P& institutions of Canada than on those of Italy, France
®2 or Austria. She not oaly collects tithes from her
N poor people—thousands of whom she has driven out
% of Canada to the United States by her exactions—
8 but she owns beeides a great part of the property and

|2 o0,000. The Sulpicians alone are by common
3 consent regarded as wealthier than the Bank of

WEfuning their lost estates. The earnings of a large
g iy of nuns form a vast source of income.

MAy 16th, 38851

—— . o—— —

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

325

- - ————— —

- —

then the nation invarinbly suffers. Abundance of
proof of this statement might be given, did our space
permit, from several countries of Europe and of this
continent as well,  The principle set forth by God in
His holy word is this, * first pure, then peaceable.”

1 then we have any regard to the marality, hiberty,
peace and prosperity of our beloved country, let us all
sce to i1, both as patriots and as Christians, that the
gible be daily read in our Public Schools, as the Bible
jtself declares “ the entrance of Thy word gives hight
and makes wise the simple.” 1 think it well for the
tescher to use ‘* the Book of Sclections,” to prevent
them taking up portions unsuitable for young persons
of both sexes reading together, But let the chuldren
have their Bibles with them, and turn up the passages
iadicated by the teacher. Dr. MacVicar says that
Romanism is such a compost of Judaism, Paganism,
Christianity and modem civilization, that one can
gnd in it anything he wishes, and by magnifying cer-
tain features and hiding or ignonng others, he can
make it harmonize with almost any system of beliel.
Its power of adaptation to circumstances, social and
political, is truly marvellous. It can fawn and flatter

The late Archbishop Bourget, of Montreal, 4 man of
sweet and smiling face, cursed the ground down six

printer, by the decision of the Queen's Privy Conncil,
and then with pious ceremony committed the whole

had ceased to believe in Rome, but owned a lot 1n the
cemetery.

Nearly twenty years ago the site of St. Peter's Cathe-
dral, Montreal, was consecrated witd holy water and

Yet with all tlus facity of
self-contradiction ; its history, its dogmas and de-

Dr. MacVicar says

If we leave Rome

She has run her course in many of the countries of

Here she is young and fascinating,

walth of the Province of Quebec. It is probable
that she owns property—all of which is exempt from
taxation—to the extent of at least $80,000,000 to $100,-

Montreal, the second or third strongest institu-
ton of its kind in the world, The annual rev-
tawe of the Church of Rome from tithes, pew
rats and Church dues of all kinds, baptisms and
faserals, etc., cannot be less in Quebec Proviace than
§10,000,000 ; and her wealth is constantly and rapidly
In 1887 the Jesuits—the sworn enemies
¢fthe rights of nations—were incorporated for the
pupose of accumulating resources and posstbly re-

Some of
them are engaged in preparing charms, amulets and
tickets which are sold to advantage; and yearly
tndreds of Protestant girls are trained and perverted
Wtke convent schools. The nuns are the most uc-
euful collectors. Papists and Protestants ahke
Feld to their persuasive pleadings. A Protestant
ttrchant told Dr. MacVicar that he always gave
them 2 subscription because they were such good
jsiomers ; but he did not give more than $100 at a
tme, As Dr. MacVicar says, there isneed of plain
2kin the pulpit and through the press on the iolly
w4 wickedness of thus suppotting error and idelatry.

THE LAW OF DIVORCE IN CANADA.

—

MR, EpiTOR,~—When Judge Gowan, of Barrie, was
appointed a Senator, it was regarded by all parties
as an excellent appointment. Having becn engaged
in the work of law reform for upward of forty years,
it was expected that he would in his new position
direct his attention to the removal of defects that ex-
15t in the laws of the land, For some time he has
been studying the laws of divorce, and has found
them in such a state as to call for some timely remedy.

There is no divorce court in Canada. The ouly
remedy in the case of the marriage tle having been
broken by adultery on the part of the husband or
wife, is to apply to the Scnate of the Dominion,
whose prerogative it is to try all such cases. The
plan has hitherto been been for the applicant to en-
trust his case to one of the Senators. He named a
comnuttee for trying the case. The only guide which
the commuttee had was a series of defective and an-
tiquated rules. Counsel had to be employed, certain
opposing nterests required to be conciliated, and,
from the constant change of the committees,the deci-
sions were uncertain and inconsistent.

The cxpense, according to circumstances, varied
from $1,000 t0 $2,000 Divorce was thus a luxury
of the rich. To the poor, no matter how hard the
case might be, it was a boon utterly beyond their
reach.

The consequence has been that several cases of
hardship have occurred in our Church. Many too
have gone to the adjacent States, where a divorce
can be easily and cheaply obtained. Unsatisfactory
domestic relations have thusbeen established through-
out all parts of the country, and Sessions find great
difficulty in dealing with cases that are cropping up
in not a few congregations.

The difficulty in this question has been aggravated
by the conscientious scruples of our Roman Catholic
brethren.

In their authorized version of the Scriptures, Eph.
v. 32 reads thus: “Sacramentum hoc magnum est.”
* This is a great sacrament.” These words they ap-
ply to marriage, which is one of their seven sacra-
ments. By them, therefore, marriage is regarded as
a spiritual union, which can only be dissolved by the
Pope.

Of course, any scholar knows that the real trans-
tation of the passage is not * This is a great mystery,”
the rendering of our excellent authorized version,
but that of the Revised: * This mystery is great.”
The reference, it 1s evident, is not directly to mar-
riage, but to the union between Chnst and His
Church. Sull, in a question such as divorce, the
views of our Roman Catholic legislators have to be
considered and respected, though we believe them to
be mistaken.

Now, what Judge Gowan is seeking to accomplish
15 the erection of what is practically a Court of Di.
vorce without any cost to the country.

His bill provides for the appointment of a perma-
nent committee on divorce by the Senate, to consist
of seven members. It also amends and simplifies
the rulzs. The court will be composed of the lead-
ing legal minds of the Senate, Its decisions will have
all the weight of a court of justice. The expenses will
be so reduced as to put its services within the reach
of the poor. It will not be possible for the rich to
obtain an unju t divorce by means of their wealth,
and the poorest wife, who desires to be separated
from an immora! husband, will be permitted to plead
her cause in forma pauperts.

It will also be impossible for even the most weal-
thy to obtain a divorce, except on the ground of
hdultery. And it will not be necessary for parties to
repair to the Statec in order that an undesirable bond
may be dissolved.

The following illustrative cases will place this mat-
ter in a clearer light. Let our readers turn up the
Minutes of the General Assembly of 1880, and look at
the ease of Mrs. Phillips.

Married to an immoral husband, she was abliged
to leave him. Going to the States, she obtained a di-
vorce with the consent of her husband. Soonafterward
she married Mr. Phillips in Canada. A person, who
did not like the minister who married her, objected
to her being a member of our Church. The case
was referred to the Synod of Toronto and Kingston,
and by it to the Assembly at-Ottawa. The Assem-

Ottawa. This she was willing to obtaw, but she had
not the means. And when it was stated that the
Church was really legislating against poverty, Prin.
cipal Caven, in very eloquent terms, pledged himself
to use all lawful means to get this state of matters
remedied. He will be pleased to learn that the bill
of Senator Gowan takes away this reproach,

Some of our readers may remember the famous
Winnipeg case, where an uaprincipled wife cloped
from her husband with a leading politician of Mani-
toba, and after getting a divorce and residing for some
time in the States the wicked couple returned to Win-
peg and hived there. And theinjured husband had to
live alone, unable to marry again, because he had not
money enough to enable him to procure a divorce at
Ottawa.

We know of a third case, in which a husband de-
serted his wife and children, and married another
wife in the States. She procured a divorce in the
States, but not satisfied with it, she went to Ottawa
before marrying again for the purpose of ~rocuring a
divorce there. She found that the exp. e was alto-
gether beyond her means, and, therefore, with the
advice of leading Senators at Ottawa, she had to
cross over to the States and get marned there.

Nov, the bill of Senator Gowan meets such cases,
and will prevent much domestic evil as well as mag-
nify at the same time the sacred bond of husband
and wife. The reproach is now taken away that, in
the matter of divorce, the law of Canada makes a
distinction between the rich and the poor. And
there is now a court, without any expense to the
country, before which the unprincipled will find nore-
lief, but where the poor and the suffering can find de-
liverance from an unequal yoke that was fast bringing
them to the grave. OBSERVER.

PRESBYTERIAL OVERSIGCHT.

MR. EDITOR,—A somewhat lengthy experience
and observation of the work of our Presbyterian sys-
tem of Church government prompts me through
your columns to ask the following questions : 1. Do
our several Church courts serve the ends for which
they are supposed to exist? 2. What is the practi-
cal use of that court from which our Church takes its
name—the Presbytery?

I am aware there is a fiction abroad, that Presby-
tery exercises “ oversight,” or supervision of all the
congregations within its bounds. This fallacy has, 1
am convinced, worked much mischief in the past and
will continue to do so in the future, until the Church
as a body awakes to the conviction that Presbyterial
* oversight ” is a myth. 'We never hear uf a Presby-
tery taking the slightest notice of any congregation
or using any diligence to ascertain how wmatters
stand until some trouble arises and then the inter-
ference comes tao late to effsct any good purpose.
It is a fact which cannot be controverted that a con.
gregation may plod along in a sort of humdrum
dead and slive way for years, while all the time the
canker of dissolution is slowly working its doom; yet
Presbytery takes no notice until actual dissolution or
some explosion takes place. The writer knows a
congregation over which a pastor was settled some
seven or eight years ago, and though almost from the
first matters have gone badly and are yearly becom
ing worse, yet the Presbytery seems entirely ignorant
of the fact, nor has that court even once in these
years taken any steps to ascertain whether said con-
gregation progressed or retrogressed. The history
and experience of this congregation are, I doubt not,
the exact counterpart of scores of others throughout
the leagth and breadth of the land. The idea then
that Presbytery exercises any kind of beneficial con-
trol or “oversight” over any of the congregations
within its jurisdiction is simply absurd—the whole
history of the Church proves the contrary.

Now, sir, if this indictment be true, and we chal-
lenge contradiction, it will be legitimately in order to
inquire the reason for this supineness and indiffer-
ence. The writer is of opinion that to the composi-
tion of our Church courts this unsatisfactory state of
affairs is largely due, If the people, the ordinary
members of the Cburch, had a voice or influence in
her courts, I doubt not many of the svils which afilict
the Church would be speedily removed, but as now

_constituted the Presbyterian Church in Canada as a
" matter of fact is entirely governed by und in the in-

bly, by a majority, decided she conld not continue

(To bs continucd. )

member of our Church unless she.got a divorce from

» * .

terests of the clergy..  Letany observant person spend
an hour or two in any of our Chiirch courts, 2nd he will



