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A MODERN SCOTTISH MINSTREL. +
A GOoOb biography 1s always sure of a cordinl wel-
comu  ccause the proper study of mankind is man,
How one is equipped for the battle of ife and how he
fares therein is intcresting to tus fellow men. In.
terest in the hves of others, however, has its himitsin
these Lusy days. When books were less avatlable
than now, a life-narative was sure to find its circle of
readers. There is no time for that now. The authcr
who would obtrude a poorly written biography, or give
the tedious detauls of a hife devoid of general or even
special interest, runs the nisk of tosing lus own.,  The
conditions of a successful biogiaphy are that the hle
itsclf must be worth recording, The man or woman
whose personality 1s to be presented to the reading
public must be intnnsically worthy, or must have ex-
evcised a perceptible influcnce 10 the sphere in which
the subject of st muved. The story must also be told
with discriminating taste and tact, as well as 1 moder
atecompass.  There 1s a wide wifference between a
portrait badly pamted and one from the skilful hand
of an accomplished attist.  So o ddumsily  written
bivgraphy is certian 1o provoke the ire of even the
average gentle reades.

The modest and unpretentious volume i which the
bfeswork of David Rennedy, the fanous Scottish
singer 1s natrated, fuihis the conditions stated.  The
sterhing character of the man deserves to be recorded
for the guidance and encouragement of others in the
journey of life. he work for which he felt hunself
specially fitted, and which he did so well 1s worth
keeping in remembrance.  The volume ns21f, a titting
memorial of a worthy life, 15 written with remarkably
gead taste and literary skil.  There 15 no piling on
of vapid culogy, no etlort to make the most of cvents,
no wandering from the subject ; but a strmghtforwasd,
suuply-told narrative, commendable in its brevity, of
the life that first saw the hight in the picturesque city
of Perth, in Scotland, and faded out from this world
in the city of Stratford, Ontanio.

‘The life of David Kennedy bas an added value in
that it cleariy presents a type of character by no
means singular 1n humble Scoutish life, As the assi-
milative processes of modern life advance, the marked
individuality of character displayed by men like Ken-
nedy becomes less and less possible. The masses
are marshalled. There is no room for the man with
distinctive peculianes.  He must fall in with the
procession, or else fall out.  The unmistakable value
of home rehigious training 15 once more emphasized
m the career of the Scottish singer. The lessons
leatned in his young days were never forgotten, and
what i1s more, were faithfully carried out through life.
In him the excellent virtues of thnft and generosity
were weil comblned.  Worldly success did not turn
his head, He never felt justiied 1n making senseless
displays to obtrude his prosperity. He avoided the
other extreme of sordid mggardliness.  The education
of his family was a matter of great solicitude to hem,
and he permitted no considerations of cost to nter-
fere with his wishes in this respect. On all occa-
sions he was ready, because he feltat to be tus duty,
to lend a helping hand to the needy, whether a con-
gregation struggling with debt, a chantable institu.
tion seeking to extend its usefulness, a respectable
individual in pecuniary straits, or even a ne’er-do-
well Tasmanian tramp, who, oddly enough, turned
out to be a Scotchman.

Few Canadians nced to be told that David Ken-
aedy was, by his musical and dramatic,gifts, one of the
most successful exponents of all that was best in Scot-
tish songs and character. In eatly hfe he felt con-
scious ol the possession of those gifts,and he resolutely
set hunself to their full developmeant. He was resolved
to do the best he could, and steadily did he perse-
vere while life lasted. His success was no haphazard
affair. Men have achieved a temporary success by
adventitious means, but Keanedys was the resuit o
wonsvitntaneo a0 atu taabiul bard work., lLaike
most Sunchmien he didsiked shams, and ne was Ja-
termtucd he should not be one imself,

If 1tis imapmed that Scottish people aze of cold
animpressible natwure, the case of henncdy affords
ampie refutation.  Though from the nature of his
prusuit he led & wandering bfe, he was deeply at-
tached t» home. he exqguisite letters wntten 1o

°Davin KReNNEDY, the Scottish Singer: Reminiscences
of his Liic and Work. By Margery Reanedy, And Sionving
Ruund the World, By Datid Kennedy, jun, With Por.
trait and flustrations. (Toronto: Williamson & Co.)

his children when separated from them reveal the
affectionate nature of the man. e was also a keen
ohserver of what he saw in wauny Jands. He was
sensitive to appreciation of his efforts. {n a lettes
from Agra, while on his Indian tour, he says . * I miss
the warm love of my audiences in other lands this
for the whites 1s an arid land in all heart crops:
pride, anger, all the hell crops grow well.”

Wherever e went, David Kennedy was cateful to
mamntain s Chnistian profession.  On Sabbath, he
way generally invited to lead the psalmody  the
churches where he worshipped.  Throughout Canada
many congregations have pleasant recoliectiuns of
the heartiness and skill with which he and wmembers
of his family led the songs of Zion. As givag a
ghimpse of the man’s inner life, we present the follow
my extract from aletter dated Woodbridge, Oat.

My life, how vaned, cxacting, and dangerous 1 Th.nky
1o Lhm who guides ail things, how successtulin many ways*
11w mnch lelt persanzlly to lament § The tenwon of mend
and bty has heen enormous, and 1 feel mysell defici. nt in
ihat calmy contemplative fiame of mind in which only we
can ¢ Joy that supreme delights communion  with G,
1tow elevating, ennobling to walk with Ged ! tlow paltey
1ppear vur usual pursvits, and the appathag danger 1 that
il these paltry pursmits have control long envugh, they shue
out Gud from the heart, and kill the capacity called hea
venly mindediness. A man may commit no visible sio, and
yet be lust.  The godd of this wotlid {s most dangesons when
nost re.pectable,  We go to church ergularly and do vur
«atward duty, and, 1 heiteve, strive to do our spinual duty.
But, oh ¥ we are so tired, deadened, 1 do believe tha a
holy Sabbath can only be thoroughly enjo?'cd after a Satur
day of comparative 1est.  \We have sung in magy churches
during the last twe months, but Monday moming found us
weaty, The peaple would not sing, just sat and listened,
and so we had all the solitarness of public performance,
breeding in us o feeling of display out of tune with worstup.
There is no doubt we did good in so fac as many peaple got
a new idea of style and harmony of psalm singing, and the
clergymen eapressed themselves deeply obliged, 1 would
rest on the Saturday night, but our folks would sather sing
than sit moping in a wee hotel with nobody to speak to—
31 on we 220 with the light ahead growing higger and warmer
every day that passes—the light of hope that we may all
nieet again,

The second and larger part of the volume is no less
interesting. It is young David Kennedy’s record of
their travels and observations in various lands. Itis
admirably written, and will be read with profit and
delight.

Bool s ano (ihaagazines.

LIrTELL's LIVING AGE. (Boston: Littell & Co.)
— In this weekly magazinz the reader finds all that
is worth knowing in the realm of current literature.

THE EUREKA SUNpAay SchnooL Crass Book.
({New York, E. Glaeser.)- it would be difficult to
desise a more simple or complete Sunday scheol class
book than the onc here mentioned.

Mi1ss CLARA Loutst KELLOGG, the singer, does
not believe in sending American girls abroad for
a musical education. She gives her reasons v an
article which will appeas in the Yowth's Companion.

FRroM the National School of Elocution and Ora-
tory, Philadelphia, we have received THE Elnocuy-
TIONIST'S ANNUAL, HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENTS and
the CHILD'S OWN SPEAKER, all containing choice
selections.

RECITATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS, selected and ar-
ranged by Margret Holmes.  (Indianapolis : Charles
A. Bates.)—These selections are varied and appro-
priate for the season and the purpose for which they
have been issued.

THE WESTMINSTER QUESTION BoOok roOR 1888.
(Philadelphia : Presbyterian Board of Publication ;
Toronto - James Bain & Sons.)--So well knowa and
so highly prized is this aid to *he study of the Inter-
national series of lessons that the announcement of
its appearance is all that is needed.

FroM the Willard Tract Depository we have re-
ceived a neat litile holiday gift book, OUR Lanp I1.-
L.USTRATED, THE CHRISTIAN GRACES SERIES and
the CaANADIAN PICTURESQUE NOTE, all of them
beautitul, inexpensive and finely adapted for sending
to fricrds as sugpestive mementoes of kindly interest.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE JOURNaL. (Kingston.)—By
soine mischance the first number of the fifteenth vol-

connect. The number for December is as bright and
attractive as any of s predecessors. Topics of
live interest to its readers ave briefly but pithily dis-
crssest :

ume of this sparkling academic monthly failed to’

IN ik Hospital At ErMribGe. By Ella Rod-
man Church.  Philadelpiia  Presbytenan Board ot
Publication  Another of the * Elnndge Senes.’ In
the present colume the young people and their gover-
nass, with whom we have becoine so well acquainted,
mnect with an unwelcome interruption in their studies,
which, hiowever, leads to scenes of novel interest, and
tu the study of a fresh subject while they are in the
ho<pital at Flmndge.

SERMONS FOR L HILDRLN,  Including the Bea.
ttudes aral the Fanhful Servant. Preached in West.
mmste:r Abbey. By Arthur Penrhyn Staney, D.1).
New Yok  Charles Scribner's Sons: Toronto :
\William Briggs. — These sermons to childeen by the
tate Dean of Westmmnster are calm, thoughtful and
expressed in language of great beauty and sim-
phusty.  They mculeate much that s very valuable
10 the formation of Chrsuan character and life.

Matraew Datg, FARMER, By Mrs. Sanders.
(Edmburgh  Obhphant, Anderson & Ferrier.)—Miss
Ann Forbes, the arphan daughter of a Rehief nunister,
applics for and vot uas the position of housckeeper at
Hallyards, the restidence of Matthew Dale, a farmer of
the country gentleman type, and a widower. The new
housckeeper tells about her troubles and successes in
the management o servants, and her experiences
generally until shie becomes her employer's wife. The
story 18 told with a good deal of vim and vivacity, and
lustrates some phases of Scotch country hfe with
which many of our readers are {awiliar.

THE ENGLISH [LLUSTRATED M AGAZINE, (New
York - Macmitlan & Co. —The readers of this very
attractive monthly are prgsented this month with a
handsome Christmas number. No fewer than fifteen
beautifully exccuted full-page eagravings enhauce its
attractions A copiously sllustrated paper by Law-
rence Oliphant, on * The Sea of Gatilee,” is {ull of in-
formation, and of great intergst.  ‘The virer principal
papers, all iilustrated, arc * Ornithology at South
Kensington,”* What Players are they 2” and * Coach-
ing Days and Coaching Ways,” Senals, poems and
short stories add to the varniety and value of this
charming number.

MRS, WINCHESTER'S KITCHEN : or, The One
‘Tulent hinproved. By Mrs. Helen E. Brown.
{Philadelphia : Presbyterian Board ot Publication)—
This book tells how one plain woman, with quite or-
dinary gifts and advantages, made her life truly and
richly helplul to many of her neighbours by faithfully
usiny the small gifts God had bestowed upon her. It
is a book Christian mothers may read with real pro-
fit, as they will be sure to get from ‘t many sugpes-
tions as to homely yet effective ways of doing good.
They will see how many opportunities of honouring
Christ and blessing others they really have even in
the piainest circumstances, and when their hands are
fullest of household work and care.

THE Putair TreEasyry. (New York: E, B
Treat.) — Princeton comes in for considerable promi-
nence in the December number of this very excel-
lent evangelical monthly. There is an able dis-
course on * Mighty in the Scriptures,” preached at
the opening of the present session of Princeton
Theological Seminary, by Professor Green, D.D.,
LL.D, whose portrait forms the frontispiece of the
present number. There is also a full page engrav-
ing of the famous seminary and chapel, a portrait of
the rccently-appointed Professor of Homiletics—the
Rev. William M. Paxton, D.D,, LL.D.—and his in-
augural discourse. Then there is a view of the
First Presbyterian Church, New York City., The
number as a whole is one of great excellence,

GUNETHICS ; or, the Ethical Status of Woman.
By Rev. W. K. Brown, AM,, D.D. (New York:
Funk & Wagnalls ; Toronte. William _ Briggs.)—
This little book, by the President of Cincinnatti
Wesleyan College, is 2n attempt to sketch the sta-
tus of woman 1n the field of human cwvilization and
redemption, and thercby disclose the ethical status
of the sex. He arg ies from the Scriptures, earnestly
and egently, on the basis of his exegesis, that the
woman has all th. rights and immunities bestowed
upon her that belong to the male, bLoth in the
Church and the State. It is a strong plea for the
recognition of woman as having equal inheritance,
endowment and dispensation with man in matters of
religion, and that she should be conceded equal rights
in every field of life. The work may be rexd with

inwerest and profit even by those less advanced in this
line of belief.
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