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of Arthur and north of Queen Strecets. Dr. Woods was
heard in support of the apptication.  And, on motion made,
it was apreed to instruct the Clerk to correspond with the
Sessions of College Street and Chalmers Churches, and ask
them to report their minds thereanent to next meeting. On
behall also of the Session of Parkdale, Rev. R, P, Mackay
applied for leave to establish a missiun in a specified quarter
in that town, where no other session would be interféred
with. The said application was conceded by the Presby-
tery.  Various other matters of business were dispused of,
and the next ordinary meeting ot the court was appointed
to be held in the usual place on the first Tuesday o{lAugusl,
atten a.m.—R. MONTEATI, Pres. Clerk,

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Rev. Dr. Mathews, of Chalmers Church, Quebec,
sailed on Thursday, by the Pamourver, fur Butain, He
purposes visiung Holland while ausent, and expects to re-
teen in the bepinming of September. The Rev. M.
Fraser, of Knox Church, Hamilton, 1s to supply his pulpit
for four Sabbaths during his absence.

On Saturday of last week, the Rev. J. Barclay, of St.
Paul's Church, returned from Scotland, e occupied his
own pulpit on Sabbath morning and evening. Lle and
his family spend the following moath at Cacouna,

The union services ol Knox and Ershine congregations
were initiated on Sabbath last, when the Rev. R. H.
Warden preached. The wet weather interfered somewhat
with the murning meetng, but 1a the evening the attend-
ance was very large.

The Rev. Dr. Smyth, of Calvin Church, leaves on Mon-
day for Buctouche, N.B., where he is to spend his vatation,
and on the same day the Rev. W. R. Cruikshank, of St.
Matthew'’s Church, leaves here for a month's rest in Nova
Scotia.

The Rev. G. M. Milligan, of Old St. Andrew's Church,
Toronto, passed through here on his way to Britain, where
he is to spend his vacation.

On Tuesday the regular quarterly meeting of the Fresby-
tery of Montreal was held in the David Mornice Hall, The
July meeting 1s gencrally autended by 2 small number of
members. The mecting this year, however, was large, and
well up to the average. he Rev. J. Nichols, of St.
Mark's Church, was clected Moderator for the ensuing six
wonths.

The following are the Conveners of the Standing Com-
mittees of the Presbytery for the ensuing year, as appointed
on Tuesday: Home Mission, Rev. R. H.-Warden; City
Mission, Rev. Dr. Campbell; French Work, Rev. G C.
Heine ; Examination of Students, Rev. Dr. Smyth ; Statis
tics, Rev. James Patterson ; S ate of Religinr, Rev. L. H.
Jordan ; Temperance, Mr. Walter Paul; Sabbath Schools,
Mr. F. M, Dewey; Sabhath Observance, Rev. | Nichols;
Protestant Education in Quebee Rev. Principal MacVicar ;
Applications for Work, Rev. Professor Scrimger.  Theauten-
tion of the Presbytery was called to the desitability of arrang
ing for Sabbath services at all points within the bounds fre-
quentedby summer visitors. It was stated that the number of
visitors was yearly increasing at Ste. Rose, Bord a Pluufie,
Longueuil, St. Lambert and all along Lake St. Louis, from
Lachine to Stc. Anne. The Presbytery were ot one mind
in the matter, and instructed its FHlome Mission Committee
to arrange for services at the several places named.  Should
it not be practicable for this season to secure the services of
missionaries {0 labour continuously throughout the summer
at each point, the committee were aunthonzed to make the
best possible arrangements.  Several of the members of the
Presbytery agreed te give a Sabbath each, and it is hoped
that hercafter no summer resort in the bounds of the Preshy-
tery will be without Presvylenan service.  Presbytenan
families during service at any pownt should correspond with
the Rev. R. H. Warden, Convener of the Presbytery’s Home
Mission Commuttee. The report submitted to the Preshy-
tercy ' the Rev. G. C. He:ne, Convener ot the French
Commu.ce, was encouraging. Groand has been broken in
Lachute where a French service 1s held on Sabbath alter.
noon by onc of our missionanies. In $t. Hyaanthe a very
large number of familics are friendly to the missionary and
his work. The micsion school recently established in the
Ea2st End of Montreal kas outgrown the place in which it 1s
held, and the work there 1s so hapeful that the Presbytery
instructed ats French Commititee to take immediate steps
to sccure funds for a lot and suitable mission buildings in
that section of the city, and earncstly commended this effort
to all the congregations and friends within the bounds.

The City Mission report was presented by Rev. Dr.
Campbell.  The Rev. J. Patterson continuces to labour with
great zeal and assiduity in this work, visiting the hospitals,
gaols, immigration offices and the numerous charitahle in-
siitutions, ministering to the spiritual wants of their in
mates, and also giving valuable counse) and aid in the work
of administering the affairs of several of these institutions.
The Presbytery agread to ask a specisl collection for this
City Mission work from all the rural congregations hetween
now and October 1. N

1 hie consideration of repoits from the two congregations
in Lachute as to the matter of union oceupied much time.
The Heary’s Church congregation scnt in a lengthened
document, signed by 250 for union and three appuscd to it.
A larpe majorty of the First Chuich congregauon reported
1 favour of a tnal of united services.  The Presbytery in-
sticcted the two ministers to commence immediately united
services on both Sabbath moming and evening, to be con-
ducted by them alternately, the result to 1ied at ncxt
tegrulat quarterly mecting.

The Rev. Principal MacVicar, whose tentn
member of the Montreal Protestant B ard ol S¢
missioners has expired, has just been re-appointed for an-
other ;erm of years by the Quebec Provintial Government.
This appointment commends atsgli to all, ag Dt MacVicar’s
wrvices aze invaluable in this work.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION,

ANNUAL COLLECTION, SABBATH, 17711 juLy, 1887,

By appointment of the General Assembly, the annual
collection on behalf of the French Evangelization Scheme
of the Church will be made on Sabbath, 17th july

We append you hercwith a copy ot the annual report, as
submitted to the Assembly last month  Will you kindly

ive the substance of it to your congregation, and urge
ﬁbcml contributions on behalf of the Scheme 2

A careful estimate has been made of the expenditure for
the current year, showing that, with the staff at present em-
ployed, the sum of $36,000 will he required to carry an the
work with cfliciency, viz. © $28.500 for the ordinary work,
and $7.500 for the Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools  The ex-
pansion of the woi’. vy the employment of additivnal col-
porteurs and teachers will necessitate an increace upnn this
amount. It will be obseryed that upwards of $4.600 were
received last year from Great Britain and Ireland.  As the
Board has no agent there at present, largely increased con
tributions will be necessary frum the congregations ot the
Church in Canada.

In addition to bringing the claims of the ordinary work
before your congregation, will you also kindly present the
claims ol the Puinte-aux-Trembl s Schools to the teachers
and scholars of your Sabbath school? The Board is most
desirous that these misston 1nstitutes should be entirely sup-
ported by the young of the Church.  With the fullest con
fidence we commend them to the sympathy and lLiberality
of all Sabbath schuols and Bible classes, believing that no
Scheme can be presented to them more deserving of cuun
tenance and of help, A copy of the report has been ad
dressed, in your care, to the superintendent of your Sabbath
school. Kindly sce that he recaves it.

Regarding the cnlargement of the Pointe aux Trembles
Schools, ctc., referred to on pages cight and nine of the
annual report, the General Assembly unanimously adopted
a resolution commending this Scheme to the liberality of
the Church. All contributions for this purpose should be
specially designated, and shuuld be addiuunal to the regular
contributions for the maintenance of the work.

We are having prepared a brief summary of the annual
report for distribution among the congregations of the
Church, and will be glad 1o forward yuu as many copics as
you may desire for this purpose.

Knowing how dependent for success, under God, upon
the ministers and missivnarics of the Church, is any appeal
for increased interest and liberality, the Board very carnestly
solicits your hearty co-opesation :

First.—In sccuring from ¢very one of the stations and
Sabbath schools under your care a liberal contribuiion, pro-
potuionate to the requirements of the Scheme.  An average
of abuut thirty cents per communicant is required this year.
It is huped that an effur: will be made to reach this average
in every congregation and mussion station throughuut the
Church,

Second.~ In scaing that this contribution is made on Sab-
bath, the 17th of July, if convenient, and furwarded with
out defay to the Treasurer, addressed Rev. R. H. Warden,
198 S1. James Sirect, Montreal.  Yours fauhfully, D, H,
Macwvicar, LL.D., Chairman, Robert H. \Varden, Sec-
Treasurer.

P.5.—The General Assembly having enjoined that con-
trzbutions be made 1n alt mission fields, students and other
nusstonaries will kindly sce that this collection s taken up
at each preaching station supplied by them, and the amount
forwarded as catly as convement to the Treasurer. In vacant
congreyations the Sesston will please attend to the callection.

OBITUARY.

REV. JOHN W. SMITH.

Rev. fohin W. Smith, of Grafton, Ont., died on the morn-
g of the 21st of June, in the seventy-sixth year of his age.
Far the last scven months, Mr. Smith had been in feeble
health. His death, though not unexpected, was a shock to
the whole community. The cvening belore his death, Mz,
Smith was able to cunduct family wotship, and as if coun
scious of Lis approaching end, prayed long and carnestly
for the people amungst whom he had so lung and faithfully
labouted. Next morning he was scized with a vivlent paia
in the region of the heati, and soun became unconscious and
passed pearcfully away to his reward.  The funeral took
place on the 23td of June. A large nutnber of munisters
were present and took part in the services.  The Reve Mr.
Duncan, of Colborne, who had been lung and inumately
connected in Christian work wath Mr. Smiih, delivered an
mnpressive address fsom the watds, ** Be thou fanh.-. unto
death, and 1 will give thee a ctown of fe.” The large
assembly of people who were present testificd to the loving
esteem of those of all classes and creeds toward one who,
hke his Divine Master, delighted not so much in being
mintstered unto as in mipistenng to the temputal and spin-
tual neccessitics of others.  Mr. Smuith was born near
Colcraine, in Londonderry, Ircland  Ile was cducated in
the Royal College, Belfast,  After speading some time 1n
mission work in Belfast, Mr. Smith came to Canada n July,
1549, and was inducted mimster of Grafton and Colbarne,
on the 9th of November of the same year.  Mr. Smath never
changed hus ficld of 1abour, and conuinued to work carnestly
and fathtully 1n the Masier’s cause, uaul fahng hcalxin
compelled him to relinquish the active dutics of the ministry.
To the very last he was deeply interested in the welfarc of
the fluck to which he had so long bruken the bread of Iife.
He was ever 2 fanhful, watehtal and kind pastor and triead.
His outward walk and conversation wese but the expies.
ston of a deep carnest soul-hie of faith upon the S m of God.
Qur aged father tn Chnst aow rests fuom his laboars, but
his works follow him. He being dead yei speakeih, and by
Gud’s grace the good seed sown by Gud’s faithiul mimster,
who is now in glury, will continue to bring funth abundant
fruit, His parting words were Come, Father! Comc*

He scts as sets the morning star,
Which goes not down behind the datkened west,
But melis awsy into the light of keaven.

%’a}gbath School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. .
Yaust THE BAPTISM OF JESUS,  §Ma

1887, 312,
Goruex Text.— This is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.—Mart. iii. 17,

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question 31.—Salvation is a divine work. God the
Father wills the salvation of the sinner; G .d the Son has
died to secure it, and Gou the Holy Ghost applies salvation.
This is the Spirit's special work. The first step in the pro-
cess is conv ncing the soul of its sinfulness and misery,
then enabling us to see Christ as an abi sufficient Saviour,
and then persuading the will to resuive un accepting Christ’s
salvauun, which is freely offcred to as 1 the Guspel.  The
offer 1s genuine, and can be rehicd upon. 1t s offered i the
Guspel, therefore un Gud's uwn audiviny.

INTRODUCIORY.

Jesus had passed His Lfe quicily in Nazaieth until the
tume had come lur entereng . .n M pubine mumstey. e was
now 1n Ilis thirueth year. John the Bapust had been
preaching 1n the wlderneas fur about six months,  lie had
anncunced that the hingd,ae of heaven was at hand, and
that the Mcssiah was almut tu appear.  Jesus came from
Nazareth to Bethabaea, at the furds of the Jordan, where
Juhn was bapiining.  The bapusm of Jesus was the first act
of Hlis public ministry.

I. The Baptism of Jesus.—When Jesus came to beg
baptized by Juhn, the humibity of the Forerunner is again
cunspicuvus.  He never sought to magnify himsell. lHeis
intent only on the discharge of the duty to which his life
was consecrated.  He had a true and profound reverence
for the Saviour. e shrinks to comply with Jesus’ request
for bapusm, and wwuld have hindered Him. ** Sufter it
auw,” was Jesus teply, and He adus that ** thus it becometh
us o fuifil ail nghtewusness.”  Heren, as in all other -
siances, Chnst hiath left us an example that we should fol-
low in MHis sieps.  Righteousness cunsists i duing what
Gud requises of us.  In ali things Chust has given us an
impressive example of vbedience. The reason given was
sufficient.  Juhn at once complies with Jesus' request.  He
did nut peraa hus own diffidence to inierfere wah the dis-
charge of tis duty.  John's reluctance was not only a felt
recognition of his own unworthiness, but a strong testimony
to the spotless character of Jesus. Ile needed not the
water of bapusm to signify the washing away of sin. He
recogmzed that Jesus was the coming Messiah,  Ia submit-
ting to this urdinance our Savivur 1dentifies Himsel! with
siatul men, though He knew no sin, and sulemnly raufied
the ordirance that symbolizes admission to the kingdom of
God. He consecrated His life to the Will of God. Thus
n the beginnming of Its public mimstty e submitted to
that ordinance which He ratfied 1n His parting coppmission
to His Lhurch: ** Go ye therefore, and make disciples of
all nanuoas, bapuzing them mio the name of the Father and
ot the Son and of the tHoly Ghost.”

11. The Father’s Approval. —As jesus went up out of
the water, an unwonted appearance was seen in the sky.
The expance seemed 1o open.  In the parallel passage in
Luke's Gospel, this manifestation was made while Jesus

rayed. Itis remarkable how frequently it is recorded in
Scripture that Christ “prayed. As man, He wasever con-
scious of Hhs need. e begins his public hfe in prayer, and
His last utterance on the cross is a prayer.  From this we
ought to icarn the value and efficacy of prayer. From what
Jchn says elsewhere, it is plain that he also saw the opened
heavens, and the descent of the Holy Spirit in dove-like
shape ; for Luke telis us that ¢ the Holy Ghost descended in
bodily shape, as a dove.” Ever since the waters of the
flood had abated the dove was associated in the Jewish
mind as the messenger of peace. OQur Saviour Himself
spoke of it as the emblem of harmlessness.  \What more
firting form could symbolize the innocence of Jesus, and the
message of reconciliarion He came from heaven to earth
tn proclaim, and to sccure which He frecly gave His life !
The Holy Spirit, descending and resting on Jesus, marked
Him as having the Divine approval in the beginning of His
ministry, and that Spiritin all fulness was given to Him,
and was with Him till He ascended up on high, leading
captivity captive. \Vhat appeated 10 the eye at the
Savivur's baptism was striking, impressive and full of mean-
iug ¢ but the car was also addressed. There came a voice
frum heaven. The words were clear and distinct. They
were .ufficient to cnable Johnto say, ** Behold the Lam of
Gud that taketh away the sin of the world.” God says,
** This 15 my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Thrice did these wards of divine approval come fiom the
excellent glory, at His bapusm, at the Txansﬁgurauon and
near the end of His mimnistry.  God's :?probauon rested on
the Son, and gn all tha:s He did.  God's helicving children
are callca the sons of Gad, but to the Only Begotten alonc
arc these words applicable. Tne words **well pleased ™ in Has
case arc_cxpressive of the fullest complacent delight.
Father, Son and_toly Ghost are thus revealed in the bap-
tsm of Jesus. The Son is consectated by the Spurit, and
approved by the F.:llhcl’.

FRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Tesus openly conscerated Himself to God's service. We
cannut fulfil all righicousness withuat a public profession of
our faith in Christ.

Only consecrated work is efficient work.

We nced the Huly Spirit to instruct, guide antl sanatify
us.  While Chust prayed *he Spirit 1ested on Him.  God
gives the Holy Spint to them that ask Him.

T Rev. W. J. M Canghin, of Mountpottinger, Belfast,
has received two months’ leave of absenee to visit America.
The cungregation. presented him, with a parse of sovereipas
on the exe of his departure, ) '



