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Our contrbtoi-s
SOUIE PROUINENT ihfEJIBERS 0F THE

BORE FAAfIL .

DYV KNONONIAN.

Ont ai the best htuman thiings in thits 'vicktd %varld
is a briglbt, lively, vigorous conversation, wveIl spiccd
ivitli %vit, weolt seasoned %vitl goal 1 sense, %voit lighited
up ivith good anecdotes and allusions, %vitl lots ai
places where a goocl laugli cornles ktndly in. The
bcst doctor in the counat-y can'. îîiakc a tonît tliot
goos ta Ille roats ai the liumla-. constitution as fast as
a good laugh. Soloion said a good inaiîy ycars ago
that a met-ty heart (tees good like a iliedicine. If
Solomnon liad ever taken soeine ai aur miodern paen
niedicines, lie wvoulcl lim~e addcd, And inucli more
good thian so,,ze iiediciaîcs. Ila.ppy is tlie mîan, aîîd
thrice hiappy the mîinisler, who knoiws just %%hîcre lie
tan strike up in a few minutes a livcly, âpicy, inter-
esting conversation, intersperieul %vith occ.absaoiîa side
splitters. Most ai the aid iinîsters wvere good lauga-
et-s. WVe tan thîink ai ont naw wbho used ta lauigh se
loud that lie saîîîctixies wvokze up tht baby, if there
wvas ane in the bouse. He %vas a grand man. He
wvould have gane ta tht stakze or the battie ticId for
printiple, wvitb as little liesitationi as lie used ta light uip
bis long pipe. Hewias agentleniain, ascholair, a Chras-
tanand a man, not a dude. WVhen tht farniily gathered
around a fireplace that we remeilbe- %vell, and be
foriied one of the circle, you nîigbt always lool, out
for sarnetbing good and spicy jil alw:îys caie. WVc
taxi hear hirn tell some starses about Aber-deen xiow,
anid we distinctly reîîîenbei- tlîat, howcver they be-
gan, tlicy alîvays ended îvitlî a -,Cod moral. That
man wvas wot-th more ta bis counitry and lits Chut-ch
thaxi a thîousand clerical dudets. He- bas gone iup
higher. Would that his class hîad more surcessot-s!

Good conversation '.seing sucli a good and pleasant
thing, it is nat waonderful that a class ai people, vet-y
properly called Bores, inflict theinselves on sociery,
and add imniensely ta the troubles of tbis lufe. The
Bot-e famnily at-e nunierous, and inay be divided
rougbly in this wvay :

There is fit-st the Poitical bore. He abounds tbis
winte-. Ht bas beexi ta the eyes ini claver since hast
lu. The successfut candidate is t-aTely a bore. He

lias been bored so mnucli himnself that lie is thankfui
wben people say noîhing about his electinxi. Tht
unsuccessful candidate, yau iay be certain, is quite
%willing ta talk an some athe:r topic. The bot-e is a
sort ai middlemnan, who but-ns ta tell you ai the meet-
ings lie organized, the speeches he made, tht elecuors
he turned, tht sharp tricks lic played, and ail iluat sort
ai thing. To put the mnsuer phainly-but yet in Ian-
guage sa exquisitely exact that it cannot offend any
body but one who bates a truilîful description oi
wvrang fat- mot-e that he hates the wvroxg described-
the election bot-e is oflon a conceited campaigx ihar.

Anid bore is the ecc/e.ritiçtical bore. Hie aln-ays lias
a full budget ai gassip about ail the coxigregations
and ministers within a radius of fluty miles or so. He
sits dawxi, coolly opens liis budget, and hiopes you at-e
going ta sit quietly tintil lie peurs ils contents into
anc or bath your cars. If you have any sexise or any
regard for your cars, you will uisc tbem for atînther
put-pose. One-haîf tht budget is. pr-rhips, unît-te,
thteailier hall grossly distorted tt-uth, and tht- whole
cantemptibly smahl and gossipy. Tht sickening thing
about the ecclesiastical bore is tliat bce calls his gossip
reUgious conve'rsatfion. Oh !

And bore cornes the clé'rical bore Sometimnes
lie tortures you w-ith an accounit ai his alleged
ttiunîphs at college ; somotimcs wvith the number ai
lus calîs; sometimes wvtb grassly cx.igget-atedl accouints
ai tht mat-vellous cffccts produccd by his sermons
and speechies ; but mot-e frecuently iih a chtai:ed
account ai how lie managed sanie motion, or avet-ture,
or arnexidm-ent. Tht best amexidment ho cnt-id pass
would bce n rjaining cîcrical bores net ta torture
thit- long-suffcring neiglibours. If tht clerical bot-e
bas beexi brouglit up ini thc Old Codntry, hc is vot-y
apt ta lacerate you %vith an accouxix ai tht numbers of
Lords anid Dukes he bas mot, or says ho bas.

Tht anecdolal hare is a bcing wb;o thînks ho lias
the faculty for rtlating anecdotes. Ho is ahane in bis
rnîinioxi. Tht anlecdaîal bort neffly always begins
bis stary back somewhtre about Adamn, introduces a
paronthesis every nminute or eo, tîtta taks an excur-
sion ta aC side, then ta tht ather, anid tlîcn daines

back again ta the main Une. Alter rtinning a littlce
whilc on the main line, 'le switches off again and
takes another excursion. lit gocs into the minutest
details, and worries you out miles before lie contes ta
the point, axd wîlien you gct ta the point there isn't any
point there.

The qffce bore is the mani who drops into the office
witbout any business, anid Ilsits around " for an lieur
or two. He always smnokes, if anybody providc bîmi
%vith the raw :îîatcrial. If lie had any business, the
office man would be happy to sec him, but lie neyer
bas business or money. AUl lh proposes ta give for
lodging is bis society. Editors suifer more thnn any
othcr class of nien from thc office bore. fleing mild,
modest mon, tbey never like In give tbe bore a hint
ta retire. Lawyers suifer the toast. Their check bc-
ing as bard as Uic check of their visiter, tbcy usuall y
find ways and mnxs for shortcning bis visit.

The înost exerucialiiie mebro1h oeiml
is the Ip..wel/edi bore. He expects you ta sit down,
and patiently listen to hitn whilc he gives you ail the
details ai a trip from some point in Ontaria ta Eng-
land and bxck again. Quite olten the burden of bis
story is wvhat ho Iîad Io cat an shiphocard and in the
hiotels. IL is highly edifying, espccially when be on-
larges on tbc- mariner in whichbc threwvhîiniself away
over the side of tbe vessel. You olten knov far more
about the places lic ran througb and gorged bimself
in than lie does, but stili you must listen, because you
knowv the maxi Ilibas been ta Y'urup.e'

The soleinn bore is a rallier amusixig meniber of
the f.imily. His for/C is ta make th.e mast common-
place, triffing' observations in a solcrnn way. He
strikes an attitude, rails up «bis eyes tLUI you se
litie but the whiite, opens bis lips slowly, shakes bis
head pathctically, and witli frequent pauses, in slowv
timie, %vitb a nieasured accent and fallixig inflection,
savs . Thbis is a fine day. The solemn bore is very
alta a local preacher.

Bores rnîgbt be classified Iocally, anid their charac-
teristics pointed out. The Toronto bore differs frontî
tlîe Hamilton bore, and the London bore differs
front bath. The ciîy bore differs irom the country
bore, and the Old Country bort differs front the Cana-
diaxi. The most cruel of ail bores is a tentb-rate
Toronto mani, wbo coolly assumes that the people of
Guelph, or Blranitford, or XVoodstock, or sanie other
place, lnowv notbing, and that be knows everything,
and is bouxid patronizingly to explain everytbing ta
these benighted people.

but we must give the Bore fainily a resi. hL would
add a good deat ta the suni total of te happixiess of
this weary world, if the Bore fainily would mend their
ilaxiners, aud ceaSe tantiining innocent people.

iIITOR, Y 0F TH9E KNOX COLLEGE STU-
DEN T.S' AfISSIONA RY SO CIE T>'.

The folloiig î"as contributcd ta A'noz Co/kege
M1ondhly by INr. Donald McGillivray:

l'n 1844 took place the Disruptioni of the Presby-
icrix Churcli af Canada in connection witb the
Church of Scotland. lIn that samne year a college,
wlîich tic yexir after received the name of Knox Col-
loge, was opexied in Toronto in connection wiîh the
new Churcli in Canada. Toward the close of the
session, 1844-45, a proposaI %vas miade and tncasures
wce adopted witb a vieiv ta establish a Missionary
Society iii the Cahlege, similar ta the ane wvhich hand
rccently been begun in the Newv College, Edinburgh.
IlOur abject mainly," says one of the students, Ilis
ta gain information with respect ta those mighty
mavemnents wbich arc gaing on in the nuissioxiary
field ; and so far- as in us lies ta join aur feeble co-
operatian,and unite aur humîble exidcavaurs in helpîng
on the glorlous cause." Montbly meetings wtrt Éeld,
gcnerally an Saturdavs ; at these, essays were road
anid missionary intelligence coxiirunicatcd. Same ai
these essays werc publishcd in the Eccc.rizsticýzi
Record, anid reflect great credit an tht authors. At
the fit-st or second regular meeting it was resolved
ibat henceforth cacli member sbauld bave an appar-
tunity af steadily throwing bis mite inta tht Lord's
treasury, and accardingly a missionary box was ai>
tained and placed in position. Tbis box may nov bc
scn by visitors ta the museumn. The fit-st year's piro-
cteds fromn this source wvere devoted ta the Jecwish
Mlission of the Parent Cburcb ini Scotland, ini %vich
IMcssrs. M.%cCheyne anid Boisar were then arousixig in.
tercst. Thus the Jewish Missidn was the fIrst ta en-

gage the support af the yot-ig society. They feit, as
they write in onc of their letters, that that Ilpeculiar
peaple," still Ilbeloved for their fa-thers' sake," ta
whomn tbcy oived so mîucb, descrved the first votive
offcrixigs of tlîeir infant society. IL is interesting ta
remeniter that Jewvishb Missions nre once more upon
our list ci Scbemes as a Chut-ch.

The saciety rcsolved to celebrate tbe opening ai the
seconîd session af Knox by apening up a friendly cor-
respondence %vith the 'Missioxiary Society ai the New
College, Edinburgh, and for years nnable and interest-
ing carrespondexice %vas carried on, the letters being
pjublishcd nt length in the Chut-ch paper. Ileforé the
close ai the session the society resolved ta bave a
concert for prayer duriag tlîc sunînier ninnths, ecdi
studeni, nt an hour agreed upon by ail, engiîging in
prayer for bis fcllows and the worl, in gexieral. It
%vas aise resolved tliot, if possible, ch student
should collect durixig tht sumnier montlis the sum of
À;t ini support of à%r. Braidvood, nuissionary ai the
Frec Cbiurch ai Scotland in India. The resutt was a
bank order for £2o currencv forwardcd ta the stu-
dents ai Ncv College, Edixiburgh.

The attention of the Churcb band been directed ta
the condition ai the French- Caiadiaxi population ai
Quebec and Ontario, amnxg whomn %ý'rk had beexi
carricd on by the French -Cnad iaxi Missioxiary So-
ciety. Tbe connection ai this society wvilh ours was
so close that it is interesting ta knoi samnetbixg af its
early bistary. lIn the year 1839 the ministers and
nienibers ai various Evangelical bodies in Montreat
formied theniselves ixito a French. Canadian Mission-
at-y Society for evangelizixig the French Roman
Catholics, then nuinbering about houf a million. A
deptitatian %vas sent ta Britain and Swiîzerland ta ob-
taira missionaries anid pecuiniary aid. Four colpor-
teurs arrived in 1840 fromn France and Switierland,
and the fit-st minister in 184 i. This society bought
a fat-ni afi oo acres at Pointe-aux-Trembles, and
erectcd ai? institute there for the educatian of the
Frencb-Caxiadian youth. Tht building then erected
is still used by our school there. The nuissioxiaries
ai this society wtt-e most ai themn approved by a coin-
nittee in Geneva, consisting ai Drs. Malani, blerle
D'Aubigne anid otiiers. lIn t847 tht Rev. Mr. Dou-
diet, a minister ai this association, paid a visit ta Ta-
ronto, anid had an opportunity of addressing the stu-
dents ini Kniox an the subject af bis mission. His
rousixig address iaxixid tht flame ai interest wvhich
was alrcady burning ini the saciety. Private confer-
ences wvete beld, special seasons for prayer wtt-e ap.
poinied, two difrerent mieetings ai the wholc college,
pt-ceesors as Nvell as studexits, wvere cônvcned, and
as a resuilt a unanilous resolutioxi was corne ta that
a mission ta the Frenchi Cntholits should bc imme-
diately established. Canada West was selected as
the field ai the socicty's operalions, because the tact-
ai rnissionary exertioxi on behahlfaofthe Frenchi popu-
lation scattercd -dang the banks ofithe Thames tawvard
Amherstburg (Nvhere Rev. Mr. Paradis now labours
ini the samne work) wvas lamentably grent. Mt-. John
Black (afte-.ward Rev. Dr. Black, ai Kildoxiatn,) wvas
selected as tht saciety's fit-st missianary, at a salary
ai £100 per annum, and it %vis rcsalved that he
sbould devote the ensuing sunîme- ta special prepara-
tien for the wvork. xIn arder ta do this he set out for
the ixistitute at Pointe-aux-TTeMblcS, Where he applîcd
himself to tbc study of the language.

In J une tht Syxiod ai tht Chut-ch approvtd -of tht
schcmne, and ixistructed tlle Home Mission Committec
ta charge tbemselves wvitli the encouragement and
supervision ai the Students' Missionat-y Society ai
Knox Cohlege.

Tht second annual meeting ai the society wvas hcld
an the evening af the zath Decenube-, 1847, Rev. 2%r.
Rintaul in the chair. The treasurer-s report slîowed
thiat the receipts %veto £134 17J. 6J4511 0f ibis
amounit £14 19>s. 4~d. wvas raîsed duting tlie session by
the collections ai toc meinbers at the usual moxithly
meetings ; thc rcmaiider from ft-iends during the
summer. The amounit given by students atone is
surely îvorthy of tlîe higbest pt-aise. Mtr. Black, the
society's missionat-y, wvas prescrit at ihis meeting, and
said that ho would requit-e sanie mot-e monîlîs oi pt-
paration befare entering upon his %vert,. Tht repart
dvells upan the spiritual destitution ai the French in
Canada West.

Tht society then began thc-first of lb ose city mis-
sions wvhich arc now ixi the biands aif the city churclies.
The whbolt city 'vas divided inta ciglit districts, ta each


