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tletnen down from London to-night to spend Sunday ; and
I'm going to meet them at the station as scon as 1 have
taken you home to your tea.  Will that do?

¢ Yes, that will do.  Are they nicz gentlemen?”

‘¢ Yes, 1 think them so; but then tastes ditfer.
you won’t.”

“Oldoryoung ? "

*¢ Well { one is a good deat older than me, and—-"

** White hair, then of course ?” put in Humphrey.

‘* Grayish, perhaps ; and the other is about the age of
your Uncle Chatlie.”

“* Will he tell us such nice stories about kanparoos and
boar-hunting 2 ”

“* T should think probably not. The other one is more
likcl);' to tell you stories, as he has had little boys of his
own.

¢ Milesand I know of a pund where the branch of a
trec hangs over, just like the oo+ in Uncle Chatlie’s story ;
and we are going to crawl along it some day, and look down
at our faces in the water, like the man did,”

¢t Now, umphrey,” said Sir Everard, **1 won't have it
done. The branch is quite rotten, and may hreak off any
minute.”

Humphrey looked very mournful.  ** Are you quite sure,
father? ™

o Quilc sure; and I forbid you to doit. Do you
hear 2"

“Very well, father,” with a sigh; *“we wont crawl
aleng if you don’t like it; but you won't mind our going
to look at it? We've been prevented so many times, and we
do so want to o there ! 1f we promise not to climb you
won't say we're not to go, will you?”

*“ Yes—once for all, I say you are not to go near the
pqnd.: and I trust to you, Humphrey, to obey me. Pro-
mise.”

“It'sa great pity, father!”

¢ Never mind, [ won't have Miles led into any more
mischief.”

Humphrey promised rather reluctantly, add ag to him-
self: ** It’s not much usc making me promise any thing,
hecause I'm sure to forget.”

They rude on 1n sitence fur some time after this; and
when Humphiey next spoke, it was on yuite a different sub-
ject.

“1di’n't know till to-day, father, that you didn’t like
Aunt Cecilia !

* \WWhat do you mean, Humphrey®™ said Sir Frerard,
horrified.

“* You spoke as if you didn’t much like her, to Mis. Col-
ville’s sister.”

““Why, whatdid I say?"” said Sir Everard, hastily cast-
ing back his thoughts 10 the conversation.,

** Well, you scemed to laugh at her a good deal.”

** My dear child,” smid Sir Everard, rehieved, ¢ having a
hittle joke about a person does aot prove une does nut like
that person. I am very fond of your aunt. It would be
-odd indeed if 1 did not like my only sister. Why, when I
tavph at you ana Miles, du you think 1 do not hike you?”

It was a lame senicnee, Ladly put tugether, and not ex
pressing much.,  Sur Everard was not at all satisfied with it
himself. 1lehad gotit up in such a huny that he was
not a1 all sure whether 1t was sense or not, and he was an
xi1ous to se¢ f it would answer its purpose. Children
arc somctimes, huwever, yery easily silenced ; and Hum
phrey received the explanation with great respect.

The danger was past, for this timne; vut Sir Frveeard in-
wardly resvived never to speak before the children again;
and the anxicties of the evening befure recurring at the
same moment to his mind, he determined not to run any
more risks.

So, on arriving at home, he sent up 2 private message
to Virginie that he should not require cither of the young
gentlemen downstairs that evenung, though hey mipht come
to his dressing-room as usual.

Then, after transfernng the {:xcciuus parcel from his owr
to Humphsey's pocket, he wished the boy *“ good-bye,"” and
went to meet his friends at the station.

{ To bc continued. )

Pethaps

LINCOLN A4S A *“ MILITARY HERO.®

Ile never took bis campaigning seriously. The politi-
cians’ habit of glorifping the petty incidents of a2 candi
dates hife always seemed alisurd to him, and in his speech,
made in 184S, ridiculing the cffort on the part (of Gene-
ral Cass’ (nends to draw some palitical advantage from
that gentleman’s respectable but obscure services on the
froniizr in the war with Great Britain, he esinpped any
future culogmst from painting his own military achievements
in 100 lively colours. *¢ Did you know, Mr. Speaker,” he
said, 1 am a military hero? In the days of the Black
Hawk war 1 fought, bled and came away. I was not at
Stillman’s defeat, but 1 was about zs near 31 as General
Cass was to Hull's surrender; and, like him, 1 saw the

lace very soon afterward. It is quite certain I did not
grcak my sword, for T hiad none to break, but T bent my
musket pretty badly on onc occasion.  If General Cass
went in advance of me picking whortlcberries, I guess 1
surpasscd him in charges on the wild onions. If he saw any
live fighting Indians it was more than ¥ did, but T had a
rood many bloody strugples with the mosquitoes; and al-
though I never fainted from loss of blood, I can trly say
1 was often very hungry. Mr. Speaker, if ever I should
conclude to doff whatever our I)emocratic friends may
suppose thete is a black-cockade Federalism about mc, and
thereapon they shall take me up 2s their candidate for the
Presidency, I'protest that they shall not make fun of me,
as tney have of General Cass, by aticmpling to write mc
into a military heto,"—Nicoloy and Hay, in the December
Century.

TurRE are nota fow indications that the Welsh Preshy-
terian Church and the Preshytetian Church of England are
drawing closer together. Negotiations whith may cod in
union arc being sct on fool.

THE F2MILY BIBLE.

This book is all that’s left me now,
Tears will unbidden start ;

With faltering lip and throbling brow
I press it to my heart.

For many generations past
Here is our family tree ;

My mothert’s hand l’his Bible clasped,
She dying, gave it e,

Ah, well do I remember those
Whose names these records bear—
Who rouns) the hearthstone used to close
After the evening prayer.
And speak of what these pages said—
In tones my heart would theill ;
Though they are with the sileut dead,
Here they are living still.

My father read this holy hook
To brothers, sisters dear ;
How calm was my poor mather’s look,
Wholoved God’s Word 10 hear !
Her angel face—I sec it yet !
What thronging memorics come !
Again that little group is met
Within the half's of home.

Thou truest friend man ever knew,
Thy constancy I've tried ;

Whete all were false I've found thee true,
My counsellor and puide !

The mines of earth no treasures give
That could this volume buy ;

In teaching me the way to live
It taught me how to die.

DR. JOHNSON AND ** RASSELAS.”

‘The qualities which attract readers to-day were not John-
son’s ; and his 1s nut a name of that pre eminent Justre with
which readers wiik a care fur their literary reputation must
at least profess to be familiar. s capital distinction as a
writer is one not now universally prized —the distinction of
common sense. Even his criticisms, grossly and provok-
ingly unjust as they often are, at their very worst, as has
been well said, mean something, which dozs not seem to
have been invariably the first aim among critics of later
times. But when this disti iction has been duly set to his
credit, there remains little, . if anything, likely 1o bring
Johnson into fashion again. ** Rassclas,” to be sure, is as
empty of incident and as full of talk as any modern novel,
and were the Happy Valley in Kensington, and Imlac an
art cnuc or a magazine philosopher, the tale might stilt
serve. But the local colouring (to use one af our pretty,
popular phrases) puts it so hopelessly out of court.
Tho.e impoussible Abyssinians ¢ As well expect to be stirred
vy the passage of the Vapians through the C(’uinocli:zl
of Queubus ! And for the * solemn yet pleasing ** humour
which Macaulay found in those reflections on the passing
scene which the old man sent vut week by week from his
loncly garret (a sort of writing which one might have fan-
cred fikely sull to hecp . fresh) that is Jeast of all to our
taste. Solemn cnough in truth should we find it. He
puided himself on writing trifles with dignity, but that is not
the way we have decided that trifles should be written. Nay,
on this side he seems himself to have anticipated the verdict
of posterity. “‘ As it has been my principal design,” he
confessed in the Rambler’s farewell to his readers, ** to in-
culeate wisdom or picty I have allotied few papers to the
idle spotts of the imagnation.” Some, perhaps, may be
found of which the highest cxcellence 1s harmless mer:i-
ment, but scarcely any man is so steadily serious as not to
complain that the seventy of dictatonal instruction has been
too seldom relicved, and that he has been driven by the
sterancss of the Rambler’s philosophy to more cheerful and
airy companions.—Maemitlan's Magazine.§

HOBART PASKHA.

Aupustus Charles Hobart-Hampden, third son of the
late Earl of Buckinghamshire, a hineal descendant of John
Hampden, whose name ke assumed, was bor on April 3,
1822.  He entered the navy at an carly age, and s first
experiences were of the rudest. The deseription of the
midshipman’s berth to which he was introduced might be
compared with thosc of ** Midshipman Easy” or ** Peter
Sumple,” and his captain, though his cousin, 1s represented
as an odious tyrant.  Some of the stoues told of this man
are weil nigh incredible: *¢ I have seen,” says Hobart, 2
captain order s steward to be flogg~d almost to death be-
causc his pea soup was not hot. I have seen an officer
from twenty to twenty-five years of age made 10 stand be-
tween two guds, with a sentry over him, for hours, because
he had neglected to see and salute the tyrant who had come
on deck in the dark.”  Such tyranny is by no means with-
out a parallel, and as Hobart says (he saw it, there is no
reason to doubt the correctness of the story.  One more ex-
traordinary is this : * On onc occasion the caprzin of whom
I have been writing invited a friend to breakfast with him,
and there being, 1 suppose, a slight monotony in the con-
versation, he asked his guest whether he would like, by way
of diversion, toscca man flogged. The amusement was
accepted, and a man was flogged.” —Longman's Afegasine.

Tue Rev. J. V. M*Nzir, late of Port-Glasgow, was to be
indacted on the 28th ull. as pastor of Chalmers Church,
Melboume.

TiE Belya Bardku, a children's Christian magaziae pob-
lished in India, is achicving a marvellous success.  Already
it is published in the Tamil and four other leading tongues,
and ap cdition in the Malayalam language is about 0 be
added, ’

Britishb and Foreignh.

IN Dreslau one missionary has during the past year
baptized 137 Jews, ¢

THE cost of ane item alone at the Lord Mayor's banquet,
that of turtle soup, was $2,000.

IN Auckland Presbytery a vensiable elder, Mr. A. Thom-
son, while on his fect to speak, fell in a fit and expired.,

Di. Durnrorp, of Chichester, who has just completed
ll;is ci}f;hty-founh year, is the oldest bishop on the Anglican

nch.

Drs. GeorGe HuTTON and James Brown took part in 4
ki_bcml meeting at Paisley which was addressed by Lord

ipon.

Tue Quuen, is is 1eported, intends to put up a stained
glass window in Crathic Charch as a memorial of Principal
Tulloch.

DarLketti Free Church Preshytery, by five to four,
approved of an overture for the abolition of Aberdeen

ollege.

Tue Rev. R. C. Guy, assistant, St. Mark’s, Dundee, has
been appointed successor in the charge at Kingston,
Jamaica.

Prixciran DoucLas, of the Free Church College, was
the preacher in Glasgow University Chapel on a recent
Sabbath.

Tre Rev. C. S. Ross, of Skipton, Victoria, formerly of
Anderson’s Bay, Dunedin, is wriling a history of the Otago
Presbytetian Church.

MR. PETER MACKINLAY, M.A,, has becn appointed to
the rectorship of Edinburgh Training College, vacant by
the death of Dr. Currie.

THE Rev. S. G. M‘Laren, M.A,, formerly U. P.mission-
ary in Japan, has been inducted to the charge of Cobourg,
in Melbourne Presbytery.

Dx. CaMeroN Lees preached at Linlithgow on a tecent
Saturday at the chotalfestival of the Presbytery’s Choir
Union, when 300 voices took part in the service.

* IN the Deaconess House of the French Protestant
Chutch in Pans the rescue work has been long and patiently
carricd on by a fady who is now aged ninety-five.

MR. CAINE, M.P., has been ordered to take an entire rest,
and has left for a three months’ tour in the West Indies.
This will delay the blography of lis relative, the late Stowel
Brown.

Tue late Mrs. William Campbell, of Tullichewan, has
left $5,000 to the Sustentation Fund and $1,250 each to the
Home Mission and Church Building Funds of the Free
Church, °

Dx. CUNNINGUAM's recommendation to farmers to secure
their crops on Sunday is bearing fruit. In the Auchterarder
and St. Andrew’s Districts it was lately actedjupon on
several farms.

It has been proposed at Mildmay Iall to keep an inter-
national missionary registry to_register information for the
cncouragement of self-supporting missionary effort in all
parts of the world.

Soxe of the clesgymen in North Wales are in great
straits through the noun-payment of tithes. They are not
able to pay their poor rates, and distress warrants are being
issued agaiust them, :

AT Middlebrough and Biedford the municipal elections
turned on the temperance question ; 1n both the liquor inte-
rest were defeated, and at Bicdford ihe usval wine-feast of
the new counctl was abolished.

THE death of Lady Wilson, widow of the late Sir Eras-
mus Wilson, is recorded. By the terms of her husbaod’s
will, funds exceeding $1,000,000 now fallintothe exchequer
of the Royal College of Surgcouns.

Tue leaders of an unattached mission in Ipswich desite
to bring their cause under the wing of the Presbyterian
Church. The matter has been recommended to the con-
sideration of the Home Mission Committce.

Bisuor M‘KENZIE, of Zululand, pave an interesting ac-
couant, at a meeting in Edinburgh, of his work in A rica,
where they have nine stations.  Their main hope was, he
said, in getting hold of the young people.

FIRE broke out in Kilmaurs Church recently, after. the
singing of the first Psalm, from the overheating of :he stove.
The congregativn retired while a partition was broken down
and the fire extinguished.  The service was then resumed;

Proressor MCarruM, of Aberystwyth College, a dis-
tinguished alumnus of Glasgow, where he for some time
acted as assistant of Professor Nichol, has been appoizted
1o the chaie of Modem Literature in the University of
Sydney. i

In India the Anglican Church Mission claims 100,000
native Christians, the Amcrican Baptists, 64,000, the Lon-
don Mission, 55,000, the American Congregationalists,
14,000, the Bnush Baptists, 10,000, and the Basle Mission-
aries, $,500.

Tug Rev. Joba Reid, Port-Glasgow, introduced the
tcading of prayers at & recent Sabbath evening service, but
the people left all the response 1o the choir.  In the prayer
after scrmon the organist twice played the “‘amen ” before
the minuster, Mr. Peters, of Greenock,Thad finished.

THE Jubilee Fund of the New South Wales Congrega-
tionalists has recaved $194,250, 2 result tha. has surprised
even themselves. It has been raised in three years—and
thesc years of general depression—by a denomination
that consists of not more than two per cent, of the entire
population. -

T or the past two years certain members of Dr. J. Mernroe
Gibson's congregation have been actively cngagedin gather-
ing lo%c:bcr a company of worshippers at a convenient cen~
tre at Brondesbury, about two milcs distant from *he parent
Church.  So successful have they been, that the Pres ery
has sanctioned their hall as a” preaching station. It is
placed uncer the carc of the St. John's-wood Session.




