JuLy sth, 1881,)

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

423

and women, and omaments to soclety, Wemustcon.
fess they had wise, affectionate parents. And whai.
ever else you may be compelled to deny your child by
your circumstances in life, give it what it most values,
plenty of love.—Central Christan Advocate.

HOIWV TO STUDY THE BIBLE.

Here, then, I am, far from the busy ways of men.
I sit down alone; only God ishere. In His presence
[ open, 1 read His book ; for this end, to find the way
to heaven, Is there a oubt concerning the meaning
of what I read; does awything appear dark or in-
tricate, 1 Nt up my heart to the Father of Light:
L ord, isitnot Thy Word? Ifany man lack wisdom,
let hi*a ask of God. Thou givest liberally, and up-
bradest not.  Thou hast said, if any be willing to do
Thy v, hie shall know. 1 am willing to do ; let me
know Thy wil" [ then search after and consider
pesallel passages of Scripture, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual,

I meditate thireon with all the earnestness'and at-
tention of which my mind is capable. 1f any doubt
sti } remains, 1 consult those who are experienced in
the things of God, and then the writings whereby,
being dead, they yet speak.— Fohn Wesley.

REFOICING IV INIQUITY.

There was an infidel blacksmith who was always
carping at professors of religion, especially when he
could get a Christian to talk to, or knew there was one
near er:ough to overhearhim, Some choice morsel of
scandal was sute to be served up aboutan erring min-
ister, or a sinful deacon, or a Sunday school superin-
tendent who had fallen from grace. One day he was
dilating with uncomuon relish on his favourite theme
to a venerable elder, who stopped to have his horse
shod. The good old man bore it quietly for a while,
and then he said :

4 Did you ever hear the story of the rich man and
Lazarus ?”

“Yes, of course 1 have.”

“Remember about the dogs--at the gate there—
how they licked Lazarus’ sores?”

“Yes ; why?”

%1Vell, you remnind me of those dogs-—always lick-
ing sores.  All you notice in Christians is their fatlts.”

HOW TO BREAK OFF BAD HABITS.

Understand the reason, and all reasons, why the
habit is injurious. Study the subject until there is no
lingering doubt in your mind. Avoid the places, the
persons, that lead to the temptation, Frequent the
places, associale with the persons, indulge in the
thoughts that lead away from temptauon. Keep busy;
idleness is the strength of bad habits. Do not give
up the struggle when you have broken your resolution
once, twice, a thousand times. That only shows how
much peed there 1s for yon to strive. When you have
broken your resoluuonm, just think the matter over,
and eadeavour to understand why 1t was you failed,
so that you may guard aganst the occurrence of the
same crcumstances. Do not .think it an easy thing
that you have undertaken. It 1s folly to expect to
beeak off 2 habit in aday which may have been gather.
ing strength for years.

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART.

The poor soul sitting in the dim chamber of unre-
generate nature cannot, through such darkened
windows, see the divine. To the simple-minded and
holy, the face of God is visible, scen in providence, in
trial, in worship, in life, and in the hour of death.
These are the blessed ones ; happy are they who are
thus living in the enjoyment of the Lord’s presence,
ar3 are nieither afraid nor doubtful, because He who
is stronger than all, and better than all, is so evidently
near to bless and save.

T1E leqend tells of a great king who owned agolden
vase, the gift of ome kindly deity, which gave forth
whatsoever its possessor willed, inexhaustible in
amount, The dreamistrue, A loving God has given
us a precious chalice, from which there pours, in un.
stinted measure and boundless variety, all that the
longing lips of a world can crave,—wine to gladden,
milk to nourish, water to slake the thirst. From one
source evety appetite, every need, every taste, may
receive what it will ; for He has said, ¢ 1f any man
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.”

MISSION NOTKS,

In 17006 QOaptain Cook remchied Tabiti, one of the
group of islands in the South Pacific known as the
Bociety Islands. In physioal character there is a
sameness among these islands—for the most part
mountainous in tho contro, sloping down townrda the
soa _in low-lying and marvellously fortile plains, the
wholo surrounded by coralrcefa. Thoese islands are
well watered, and bear n luxuriant growth of broad.
fruit, cocon-nut, orango and tropionl trees; indeed
thoro is scarooly a tropio fruit or vogotable but finds
its representative here. Tho native fuhabitants aro
apparontly of tho Malay yace, and, notwithstanding
thair abomiuable procticgs ashenthens, appear to havo
been kindly disposed, and not naturally cruel.

In 1795 (Septomber) the firat general meeting of
the nowly-formed London Missionary Society was
held. 'The discovories made by the ill-futed Bounty,
and thon being prosecuted by Capt. Cook, wero
opening up flolds for the onterpriso of the infant
gocioty, nnd cre that first necling separated the
Dircctors had resolved to enter theroon. To this end
the Duff was purchased by the socioty for five
thousand pouuds, and four ordained miuistors, a
surgeon, with twonty-five others (who had beon en-
gaged in business, but now were ready to impart the
privciples and halits of civilization to tho South Sen
islandess) embarked thercon. This was August 10,
1796. After Celoys nud davgers incident to long
voyages in those days, and not altogether to bo
eseaped now, they renchod Tahiti on the morning of
Sunday, March 5, of tho following year. For nine.
tecen yoars thoy toil'd and prayed and endured,
seattering themselves over tho islands, yet no fruit
had appeared ; but the seed had been sown, and the
influence after twenty yonrs began to bo folt ; parls
of the Scriptures had been transiated for the use ofthe
natives. ‘I'he usual record of deaths, changes, rein.
forcemonts, and loils was written, and heathenism
owned the power of tho Cross. This century has
wilnessed, ns tho dirtct resnlt of Christian Missions in
those islands, tho entiro abolition of cannibalism,
infanticide, human eacrifices, and the introduction of
liomo sanctity, with the rightsand laws of civilization.
Travellers for plengure, as well as scientific explorers
such as tho late Mr. Darwin, bear unequivoeal testi-
mony {o the civilizing infinences of Christian Missions.

fhe Roman Catholic Church at length thounght
they saw an opening for the propagation of their
faith in the now Protestant field, and some differences
naturally arising between them and the inissionaries
they would supplant, an appeal was made by the
Papal party to Louis Philippe, then King of the
French, the result of which was the assumption by
Franco of a protectorate over the islands in question,
A.D. 1848. Several of the missionaries theroupon
left; others, however, romained, and werein measure
protected by the ropresentativeaof tho British Govern-
mont. In 1854 the New Calvdonia group, in 1864
the Lioyelty, wore formally taken possession of by t:e
French, the Marquesas having already been secured
in 1848. By epecial legislation, Fronch colonies are
restricted in their commercial intercourse almost en-
tirely to French couuntries. Thus far comparatively
littlo importance has been attached to theye islands of
the Scuth Seas compared with Asiatic and Afrio
possessions ; but the projected Panama Canal, which,
if carried out, will revolutionizo ocean traffic, gives
importance to those islanda that lie in the direct rounte
to China aund Australia through that prospective
obannel.

The begiuning of <> French prote-orate in Tahiti
has,in view of late developments,a mi.uonary intorest.
Indemnity was demanded from Queen Pomare for
certain insults offered to the French fag, thesaid
insults being simply this: Queen Powaroc and her
people had become stauuch Christians aftor the
teachings of the London Missionary Society, which is
bappily unsectarian and therefore Congregations .
Cerlain French priests were refused the liberty of
founding a Roman Catholic mission whose sole object
was to proselytize. Indeed a very common-senso
course uad been adopted by Queen Pomaro and her
subjects. The priests, deterr.zed to remain, had
been with due honours placed on board & vessel and
sent to some islands where heathenism still reigued,
with a recommendation to pursue their mission there.
This, however, was not in sccord with international
code as undérstood by a strong nation in its dealing
with a weaker one, and Queen Pomare had to

ackncwlodge tho Frouch protectorate. Succceding
her brother fn 1827, sho reigned prosporous and in
growsag Christian rightoousness until ihis pirate
oxpedition in 1848 mnade her tribulary ; for thirty-
fivo years thereaftor sho endured the prolectorate of
her unwelcomeo proteclors, tho truo bonofactor of her
peoplo, aud in Soptember, 1877, passed away, With
her, whatovor romnined of indopondoncy fox Tahit
lins gono ; her som, succceding to n nominal rule,
beeame very shortly a ponsicnor of the Frenoh Gov-
ernent, and on March 24, 1881, Tahiti was formally
aunexcd to the French realn, and is now umore
thoroughly a Fronch possossion than either Canada or
Anstralia can bo said to Lolong to Britain.

How far tho Roman Propaganda will be enabled to
wndo the work of thoe faithfol wmen who firat implanted
thioro the Word of lifo wo canuot tell. Times have
changed ; Republiean Franco cares little for roligion
in auy form savo as it furthers notional ends; and it
may be that the religious indifforence of the Govern.
ment may leave the Tahitians in the freejenjoyment
of that liberty wherein the Gospel of the Blessed
Ono has mado them froe itdeed.

Tur Society for the I'ropagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts is tho oldest of the great British associ-
ations which have done so much during the present
century to advanco the causs of Forcign Mimions.
Its origin may be traced as far back as 1644, whon a
potition was presonted to Parlinment by a clergyman
of the Church of England, urging the duty of attempt-
ing to convert the natives of North Aniericato Chris-
tianity. Four yzara later an ordinance was passed, by
the Indepondonts of the Commonwealth, establishing
a *¢Socioty for the Propagnation of the Gospel in New
England,” which, as already mentioned, led to the
formation of the 8. P. G. Society, incorporated by
Royal Gharter, A.D. 1701, on the petition of the then
Archbishop of Canterbury, since which timo the suc-
ceasive Archbishops of Canterbury have been its presi-
dents. Al tho Bishops of the Church of England and
of Ircland, and of tho Scottish Episcopal Church, as
wall ns all the Colonial and Missionary Bishops in
communion with the Church of England, are vice-
presidents.  In addition to the ex-officio members, the
corporation ombraces a great many membors who are
admitted by ballot. The former are required to sub-
scribe not less than two guineas annually to the funds
of the Society. The latter are elected from the sub-
scribers of one guinea a year, or who contribute £10
in one sum. Clergymen subscribing half a guinea per
annum are eligible for election. The total number of
mombers at present is more than 4,500, In addition
to fees, there is an annual grant from Parliament,
which, together with thesubacriptions from somo 8,000
churches, privato donations and legacies, swelled the
total revenuo of 18680 to 691,440. The distinctive
aim of this Society at the first was ‘' to provide for
the religious instruction of Queen Anue's subjects be-
yond the scas , for the maintenance of clergymen in
the colonies uf Great Britain, and for the propagation
of tho Gospel in those parts.” The Society's firat
missionary, Rev. T. Moor, appears to Lave been sent
to labour among the Mohawk Indians, in the neigh-
bourhood of New York, it the year 1704, At the end
of the year he rc-embarked for England, but the ship
foundered at sea, and he was never heard of more.
A Mr. Andrews was sent out on the same errand in
1712, who, though he made some progress at firat, and
transiated portions of Scripture into the Mohawk
language, found it necessary to abandon the entor-
prise in 1718. A third missionary, Mr. Barclay, re-
vived the mission in 1736, but he,too, was obliged,
¢ for want of pecuniary support !” to retire. Obvi.
ously tho success attending these and subsequent ef-
forts to convert the aborigines of North America were
attended with very limited success. Thoy might have
been more successful had the Roman Catholics not
been already in the field. As time wore on, the S, P.
@. Society widencd ita scope of operations, It com-
menced work among the negroes in the West Indiea
in1710. It took up Australia in 1795; Indis, in
1818 ; South Africa, in 1820 ; New Zealand, in 1809 ;
Ceylon, in 1840; Borneo, in 1849 ; British Columbia,
in 18568; Madagascar, in 1864; Burmsah, in 1868;
Japan, in 1878; Chins, in 1874, and Fiji, in 1879.
In those countries where the Society labours, and
has Iaboured, including the Ariericun Church, there
are now 188 bishops, 5,000 clergy, aud upwards of
2,000,000 members of the communion.—Presbyter-
tan Record. : .



