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SELECTIONS.

Tue At a8 TiE Lexos is exposed to 170,000,000 of cells, having a
susface thirty times that of the body, and dutimg rexpiration the air is
deprived of oxygen and becomes loaded with deadly cathonic acil gas
and rendered toially unhit for a second respiration, Yeing in teality no
longer atmospheric air but a poisonous gas,

On T Nontit CoasT 0b Inkiasp, a gentleman saw above a
hundred crows preying upon muscles.  The mode of doing thic was
remarkable—each crow took a muscle up in the air (wenty or forty
yards high, and let it fall on the stones; anl thus hy breaking the
shell got possession of the animal,

MaRuFacTORE oF Sprins, Caveos.—We were not aware of what
substance cameos were mide until we were surpiised by a friend of
ours, Samuel Carler, an amateur artst heloaging 1o Alany, whose
univessal gemus displayed 10 our astonished view sone of the most
beawtiful carvings that we have ever seen, made upon the Queen
Conchishell.  Since then we liave made some inguisies into the busi-
ness, and have collected the following tacts telative to the art.  ‘The
shells generally used are those of the fsh-eating Uaivalve, which
are formed ot three layers of calcarous matter, each layer being a per-
pendicular famina, placed side by side.  “The kinds which experience
has proved to be the best for the purpose are the bull’s mouth, the
Sack-helmet, and the queen conch.  The finst is allowed to be the
best. ‘The art was confined to Rome for neat half a century, and to
Italy until the last twenty years. The first eamea made out of Italy,
was bl an Itahan in Pans, and now about 200 persons are employ ed
in making cameos in that city. The number of shells used annually
xhirlly years ago, was abont 300; the whole of which were scat to
England, the value of each shell in Rome being about $7. The
number used in France last year was 100,500, in value (shell) $44,800.
The average value of large cameos made in L1ris is ahout one dollar
twelve and a half cents each. The whole value of cameos made in
Paris last year was about $200,000. In England not more than six
persons are engaged in the trade. In America aboat the same number,
but Yankee genius, as in the instance t which we have adverted, has
entered the field of cameo art, and soon we shall be provided with
republican gems, carved by republican hands, to deck the bosoms of
our republican girls.—American Journcl.

A Man in A Frx.—At Columbus, Oliio. on the Q0th inst., an old
man, who vas digging in a well on the side of a hill, was suddenly
buried to his neck by the sand and gravel cominz down on bim. He
remained in that situauon for fifty hours, Nothing during that time
was left undone, day and night, to rescue him. He was wedged in
by the gravel in such a crooked position, that he could not be drawn
out by force without breaking his limbs; and although there was no
cessation in drawing up the gravel and stones, yet it caved in as taken
out, and he was rescued only by digging a large opening by the side
of the well, and piotecting the sides as they dug, until finally they
titerally undermined him ; and by thus lvosening his legs, he was
drawn out.

A Grzat Coar.—The editor of the Vickshurg Whig has seen a
coat lately, that measured hve feet atound the waist. It was made
for a gentleman from Kentucky, whose weight is about four hundred
pounds, is 26 years old, and has not set got his full growth. Heis
about six feet six inches in height, measures fifty-four inches over the
breast, sixty around the waist, and twenty-two inches across the hack.

Curious REsvLts oF VENTILATION.— [0 & weaving mil} near Man-
chester, where the ventilation was bad, the nroprietor caused a fan to
be mounted. The consequences soon became apparent in a curious
menner. The operatives, little remarkable for oltactory refiiement,
instead of thanking their employer for his attention to their comfort
and health, made a formal complaint to him that the ventilator had |
increased thetr appetites, and therefore entitled them to a correspond-
ing increase of wages! By stopping the fan a pact of the day the
ventilation and voracity of the establishment were brought to a me-
dium standard, and complaints ceased. The operatives’ wages would
but just support them, but any additional demands by their stomachs
could only be answered by drafts upon their banks, which were by no
means in a condition to answer them.

Grue Mape Waterrreor.—A mechanic in Albany has just made
an experiment which promises to be of much advantage by making
glue perfeclly waterproof, and having the property of drying imme-
diately after its application. His method, we learn, is first to immerse
common glue in cold water until it becomes petfectly soft, but yet
retaining its original form ; after which, it is to be dissolved tn common
raw linseed oil, assisted by a gentle heat, until it becomes entirely
taken up by the latter, after which it may be applicd to substances for

the adhesion to each other, in the way common glue is applied. Tt
dries almost immeciately, and water will exert no action upon it. It

is unnecessary to say for how many valuable purposes in the arts ths
application may be used. For cabinet makers it is important, as
mahogany veneers, when glued by this substance, will never fail off
by exposure to the atmosphere. In ship building it will probably
answer a valuable purpose, as it has infinitely more tenacily than com-
mon glue and becomes impervious to water.

Pogtic axp Private Epucation.—-It is an observation sancticned
by the almost unanimous testimony of thase whose npinion is founded
upon experience, that the vices of a public school are of a nature to be
easily detected and to be corrected by discipline ; while those of mivate

407

education creep on in contentment, frequently arrive at a remediless
degree of matunty before they are discoveied.  The remark of the
judicious Dr. Bartow on this head is at once striking and just, ¢ The
perpetual restraints under which the private rupil lives, amd the con-
stant presence of those much older than himself, do not suffer his pro-
pensities and passions to appear in their true colours, and fiequently
their course cannot be sufliciently regulated nor theit excesses restrain-
ed.  He does not grow epen and ingenuous by unreserved communi-
cation with his equals, but artful and desizning, by watching the sen-
timents of those more advanced in age, and the self-command which
lie seems to possess is often policy, not principle--hypocrisy, not victue.”?

Tuv pirst ATLANTIC SreaMsnte.—The first Allantic steamer was
the Savannah, Capt. Rogers, built at New York,  She was 300 tons
burthen, ship=rigged. Her engine was 70 or 80 horse power, low
pressure.  She proceeded from New York to Savannah, whence she
sailed i 1819 for Liverpool, making the passage in 22 days. In pass-
ing the Insh coast the smoke and steam from her chimneys gave her
the appearante of ashin an fire, and vessels were despatched from the
Cove of Cark tn her relief.  Fiom Liverpool she went to Copenhagen,
Stockhotm, St. Petenburgh and Arundel, making the voyage from the
latter port (in Norway) back to Savamah in 25 days.  Crowned heads,
ministers, ofhcers of state, &e., visited her, and valuable services of
plate, jewels, &e., were presented to her officers.  She subsequently
wade the voyage to Constantinopic and back, beins the first steamer
that fraversed the Mediterrancan sea, as well as the Atlantic Ocean.
She was atterwards purchased to run as a packet between New York
and Savannah.

Give ME i BisLe.—One of the ost distinguished men of modern
times said, < | have thougit 1 am a creature of a day, passing through
life as an arrow through the air. I am a spint come from God, and
returning to God ; just hovering over the great gulf, till, a moment
hence, I am no more scen! 1 drop into an unchangeable cternity !
1 want to know one thing—the way to heaven; how to land safe on
that happy shure. God himself has condescended to teach me the
way ; forthis very end he came from heaven. tle hath written it
down in a book ! O, give me thatbook ! At any price give the book
of God! [ have it; here is knowledge enough for me. Let me be
a man of one baok !”

Artiriciat AGate.—There are now made in Albany beautiful door
knobs of common clay and some other mixtures. Mr. Pepfper, of
Albany, we balieve, is the inventor, and itis not an imitation of agate
merely, butis as real agate as that formed in nature’s own laboratory,
From this, by a process of reinelling and careful but expeditious
moulding and baking, in ovens sumlar in appeararice to those nsed in
cracker haketies, Mr. Fepper manufactures door knobs and other arti-
cles of household ornament of rare durability and beauty. ‘These
door knobs are of the highest polish, and are blended with a variety
of colours, and are strong and beautiful. Sct in silver or bronze, the
knobs are sold at a rate which already commands the market. It is,
perhaps, not generally known that the common clay fused in a cruci-
ble runs like water, and makes a beautiful stone. “The door knobs in
the Albany Arsillo Works ate tused and then put into the annealing
oven.  Alter the knobs come out of this, they have no appearance of
agate until they are ground and polished, which is done by cast iron
grindstones, on which a stream of wet sand continually flows. The
metiod of grinding is not ingenious, all being done by hand. It is
not possible to conceive to what periection the manufacture of glass
and earthenware may be hrought, and to what purposes the article
may yet be applied. The balance spiing of a chronometer is now
made of glass, as a substitute for steel, and possesses a greater degree
of elasticity and a greater power of resisting the aliernations of heat
and cold. One of these chronometers with a glass balance spring has
heen exposed to competition with mne other chronometers on a lung
voyage, and the result was in favour of the glass spring one.

Tur Cicaba, or Avrricax Locust.—This is one of the most re-
markable insects in natural history. [t is hatched in 2 tree where the
egg 15 deposited, falls to the giound in the shape of a small worm, and
imniediately buries itself in the earth. Its downward progress is con-
tinued to a considerable distance, some writers say fifteen” feet below
the surface. At all events, wiatever may be the average depth fo
which they descend, it is certain that they remain in the earth seven-
teen years. At the expiration of that time they re-appear upon the
surface, pass out of the chrysalis state, assume wings, and in bninense
numbers occupy the trees, and fill the air with their noise. They do
no damage o the ground ciops, but young twigs suffer severely
from the deposition of their eggs in the tender limbs. The short
period of their existence above ground is spent in preparing for a new
brood, by depositing their egas in the limbs and twias of trees. The
oviposilor of the female locust is admirably adanted {o the purpose of
Foring small holes in 1. tender bark and wood nto which the eggs are
introduced. ‘The eaisterce of the lncust from the time of leaving the
earth mntil its death, is from 20 to 25 days; and during that time it
does not appear to eat any thing, some naturalists asserting that they
are not provided with the organs of eating. Doubtless the present
appearance of the cicada in the west wiil attract the atiention of men
of science in that quarler to a minute study and observation of the
nature and cha'acteristics of this curious insect.—Phil, Ledger.

Geolo§y proves that the palm-tice formerly grew, and the crocodile
and turtle ived in England.



