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growing wark, which wlready bad swelled beyoml even hus, and s
Dgolh(-r v active powers suitably to supply with the ministration of the
wgr«l of God,  Mpr, Charles Wesley had discouraged the employment
of daymen from the beginning and cven he hinsell” hesitnted; but with
Johin, the promotion of religion was the first concern, nnd churely order
the second, although inferior in consideragion to that emly. In 1744,
My, Maxileld who had been Jeft by him to pray with the Soeiety, and to
adyire them as might be needtul, during Mr. Wesley's absenee {row
Lobndun, began to prench.  On hearing this Mr, W, returned with haste
to atlenco him; but was deterred by his excellent mother,  ‘Chis venera-
blegwoman said to him “John, you know what my sentiments have:
b«n. You caunot suspect me of favouring readily any thing of this
kln'd But take care what you do with respect to that young man, fov
he B as surely enlled of Gad to preach, as yon are. Examine what
ha,!'l, been the fruits of his preaching, and hear him yourselt.?  He took
thig advice, and could not ventare to torbid him,

AMr. Wesley's defence of himself in the employment of lny preachers
gps upon the disuppointment of his hopes, that the parochial Clergy
tyoul-l take the charge of those who i diflerent places had been turned
‘o, Gml by his ministry, wd that of his fellow labourers; und afford- a
toysto all that which, with respect v chureh order, may be called irre-
';q iy in Mr. Wesley's future proceedings.  God had given him large
“rpils of his fubour in many places; when he was absent trom them, the

~‘&eo’plc were ¢ as sheep huving no shepherd;™ or rather were persecuted
y,thmr natural pustors, the Clergy; he was reduced therefore to the
eegs~ity of feaving them without religious care, or of providing it for
lqgl He wisely chose the fautter, but true to his own principles, and
ven prejudices, he carried this no farther than the necessity of the
age : the hours of service were in no instance to interfere with those of

JQ&SLI')IIN'HIIL‘IH, and at the Parvish Church the members were exhorted
yepummunicate.  Thus a religious society was raised up within the na-

q 2l Church, and with this anomaly, that as to all its interior arrange-

» @8 a Society, it was independent of its ceclesiastical authority.

.,h:{nu'"ulnmy was, in principle, as great when the first step was token

any future time. It was a form of practical and panial separation,

10@1) not of theoretical dissent; but it aros=c out of a moral necessity,

\lstcd for some years in such a state, that, had the Clergy been
Rgsed to co-operate in this evident revival and spread of true religion,
t had the heads of the Church been willing to sanction itinerant la-

;\,1;3 among its Ministers, and private religions meetings among the

us part of the people for mutaal edification, the great body of Me-

39,@5\5 might have been retained in communion with the Church of

‘ngland. .

YOn this matter, which was ofien hrought hefore the leading and influ-

lilél Clergy, they made their own clection.  T'ley vefused ts co-oper-

~e§hcy doubtless thought that they acted right; and excepting the oblo-



