
NÇOTES OV'f ThIP TH 1E OLID LAND).

.Science has imiel to tell us of tlî&wondc. of' the oenai-its tid(es.
.'uvrenîs, winds, inhlabitants, depthis, and uses in lte èeouoiinv oi»
nature. T.he litge basin tlîat coulains the waters or' the AXtauil i,; -.1
eIleft, fornied by the Almighty hiaud, in the surface or' oti' planet, run-
iiing froin pole to pole, and of' vary ig %vidth and <iepth. Mauiry tell,
ius that froîn the top) of' Chuimborazo to the bottoîti of the tlatitic iii
the- deepest pwnt yet i'etiohed by the pi)UlUiet, the disItance in av~ertictul
uine is flife miles, D-e also iziforins us tltat the (lecpest parts oif tile
Aýtianutie, in the neighbourlîood o[ the Bermudas, have heen souindecl
Io flic deptlis of' -3-1,0oo, :39,0Oo, aînd Oecu (>0,000 j1'et. wihlt reareh-
in- tle bottomi. If tiiese solu(lingS inay l)c relii on, two Sueil
11io11utains as Mouutt Blanc, placcd one on the otheî', wouild iotie fi'i
ýshort of! i'eaclîing the surface froin those ,twf'ul <Iepthis. By ain iîîgeni-
'>isiy e.oustructe(I apparatus, s5pecilnens of Uic l)ottom have bot-il
brougit, up fromn the depth of' two miles. These specimiens arc f'oundl
LO consi.st, wholly of microscopie .3iiehs-theu remlains of those inuiit.'
cereaturus that. inL.abit the w.vaters, anîd, after deatit, siuk to Llite, coin-
mon graveyard at the bottoi, there lu beoea portion cil' the miateri-

-leptls beneath uis, as we sail over the Atiantie, are as fuil of' wonder.,
;md1 inysteries as the hieavens above. Froin. the brolad bosoîn of' ocan
thie sun is every in:tant. raisilg couuties.z millions of drops int tihe
;LLJUOSlliCi'C. Unseen by hunian eye, these minute wvatery pa.rticee
niount up int tile bine ether, g.alier into ;silver elotids, float over tiii'
grlobe, anîd fall in refï'eslîiug, rain or gentie dewv, to fecd the, fhintiu"-
r'ose, ho cloîhe isies and continents in verdure, Ilto scather plenty o'ei
ai snîiling land,!' and tiien, laden witli spoils, to returii to the bosom, 0l'
ilicir 'great miother, the ocean. Thus froin sea, to air-froîui cloud to
earth, ani back bo the grand reservoir the sea, circulates thaï, moisture-
so es2enhial to the life of' the globe. Caî'eering over the oceau, and(
Iuoking down juto thecir depthls, wve little suspect tîtat the ocean con-
ieals a miost luxuriant vegetatiou of' its owvn,-tlIat it lias its bomn.
.gardens, waving foreshs, broad savanuas, aud varied landscapes, rival-
Jiug- in spiendouir the -my magniene of the vale of' Sliar'ou or th(,
plain o!' Damascus; yet sucli is î'eally the case. ht is truc ouly tw<.
kinds of aigne or fuîcus are knowni to floîu'ish in the bottorni othe sea:
but these present such countiess varieties, ditrering ini size and. coloti'.
that, near the shor'es of he shalloivez s'cas, tlîey inakze the deptlis fairy
ga,,rdens, in w'hose bowei's the poec.ic imagination })ietui's sirens anci
nernmaids disporting thiemselves. Vcry wtouderftil hoo is tiat; veget-

able growth Nv'e eaul seawved. that floats about so slimiy and dark.
"wavingr its arms so iank and brow'n," and struggling %'ith. the oceai

iliat sends its m'ots, ,and eatrrying it litindreds of' miles on its lîeaving
bosom-. Naturalishs tell ns that somec kinds of' this f'ucus cling, witlî
haudlike roots, so firînaly to the rocky ground, tiat when the strongo
wav'es rend thin, tlîey often lift up gigantie masses o!' stone, anmi drag
;them, like huge anchors, as they are tossed on tue billows. Vast por-
tions of' the ocean are co%,ercd Nvith tiîis ve-getable grow'th. Whlen th(e
uiaring- Colunibus wvas on his iirst voyage, aftcr lie le!'r the lonn'iîifflP of


